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Crwer 500 hotos from the event! From Marco Cel Porto

BRAZILIAN CHAMPIONSHIP

WORLDS AND PAN AMERICAN GAMES QUALIFIER

By Claudio Biekarck

The championship was held in S3o0 Faulo (Guarpiranga Dam) and hosted by the Yacht Clubk Santo Amaro, from 14th to 17th March. We had 12 boats taking part in the event, representing 4
different states (530 Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Farand and Distrito Federal), with 9 mixed crew and with many youngsters taking part, including our Junior Lightning World Champion.

Eight races were scheduled, with 2 races per day.

In the first day we had about 10 kts southeast wind with many windshifts. Tormmy Sumner won the first race and I won the second one.

In the =econd day we had a 15 kts southwest wind, quite steady and I won the first race and lodo Hackerott the secand one.

In the third day we had a 2 to 8 kts very tricky northwest wind with lots of wind puffs and shifts. Tommy Sumner won the first race and Mario Buckup the second ane.

With 2 races to go and already considering one discard, the overall standings were;

Team Biekarchk 4+1+1+2+2+3=13-4=9 pts
Tommy Sumner

1+3+3+6+1+4=18-6=12pis

Mario Buckup 5+2+2+4+13+1=27-13= 14 pts

Mothing was decided and with those tricky winds, anything could happen.

For us, as we were discarding a 4th place, we had to beat Tommy in ane of the races, or if he was to win both races we had to score two second places to win the championship. Against Mario, if
he was to win both races we could score two third places to win.

In the last day we had a stronger north / northwest wind of about 12 kt=, but again very shifty and with lots of puffs.
In the first race of the day, Marcelo Belloti wan, we were secand, Tommy finished 5th and Mario was 8th. This sealed the champianship for us.

In the last race the wind turned a bit to northwest and was dropping during the race. Tommy wan the race and finished second overall, we finished 4th in the race and Mario finished 7th in the
race and third overall.

Cur Junior World Champions, Felipe and Thomas, sailing with Marina Bomeisel, did a very consistent championship and finished in fourth overall.
I could say we had a very competitive championship with many races decided just in the finishing line, boats =ailing very close to each other and with five different crews winning races.

Congratulations to the Brazilian Lightning Class!



