
Governing Board Meeting Agenda 

International Lightning Class Association 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
October 17, 2023 

1. Call to order  
2. Roll Call – Attendance verified against zoom registrations.  
3. Minutes of the last meeting (March 11, 2023) 
4. Reports of Officers: 

a. President’s Report – David Starck (written report) 
b. Chief Measurer's Report – Joe Buczkowski (written report) 
c. Treasurer’s Report – Bertie Werley (written report) 
d. Secretary's Report – Julio Velez (written report) 
e. Vice Presidents and Committee Reports 

i. Pan Am Games – begin next week – Oct 25-Nov 4!  
1. Qualified Countries/Team: ARG – Conte, BRA- Sumner, CAN – Ramsay, 

CHI – Robles, ECU – Martinetti, PER – Mendoza, USA – Terhune, VEN – 
2. The local Chilean Fleet is doing a great job to support this event and a 

special thank you to David Sprague who will be down there helping with 
the Measurement process.  

ii. World Championships – Josh Goldman/ Peter Bright 
1. 2023 Worlds Colombia Nov 23– Dec 3 Cartagena 
2. 2025 – Worlds Rotation back to Europe – Greece (Anticipate 

Athens/June) Countries should start planning 2024 Qualifiers. USA will be 
the 2024 NAs at Buffalo Canoe Club. 

iii. South American Championship 
1. 2023 – in Colombia with Master Worlds  
2. 2024 Location? 

iv. Southern Circuit – New VP Amy Simonsen, will join co-VP Ryan Ruhlman 
1. March 16-19 2024 - Winter Championship - St Petersburg YC, St 

Petersburg, FL  
March 20-23 2024 – Mid-Winter Championship Regatta – Coconut Grove 
YC, Miami, FL 

2. Pre-Regatta: St Pete NOOD Feb 16-18, leave boats in Florida between 
events. 

v. Youth World Championship  
1. 2024 – Cofradia Nautica del Pacifico YC, Algarrobo, Chile – July 23-27 
2. Countries need to schedule Youth Qualifiers. USA were held at 2023 

Junior NAs. NOR will be posted soon! 
vi. North American Championships – Joe Starck 

1. 2023 WJM – Metedeconk  
2. 2023 NA – Toms River  
3. 2024 WJM(Aug 3-6)/NA(Aug 7-11) – Buffalo Canoe Club 
4. 2025 WJM – Larchmont YC, Aug dates TBA  
5. 2025 NA – Fall dates, Southern location/shortened format – Looking for host 

vii. European Championship 
1. 2024 – August 7-11 Kotka City, Finland (SE Area, racing on the Gulf of 

Finland.  
2. 2025 – Combination with Master Worlds 

viii. Classic Boats – Bob Astrove (written report) 
ix. Boat Grant – Greg Fisher (written report) 
x. Other reports from the floor 

 



Attachments: written reports 
 

5. Charters ratified or revoked – none at this time 
6. Ratifications of Executive Committee Rulings – none at this time  
7. Unfinished Business 

1. Electronic Devices– See Executive Committee Report from Joe Buczkowski 
8. New Business 

1. Masters’ Championship – Document Governing Proposal – Bertie Werley 
9. Adjournment  

 

ADDITION TO THE DOCUMENT GOVERNING ALL SANCTIONED LIGHTNING CLASS 

CHAMPIONSHIPS PROPOSAL  - For Vote By Governing Board at the October 17, 2023 Meeting 

After the Annual General Meeting at the 2022 Masters’ North American Championship President, Bill Bogardus 

convened a committee to evaluate and make any recommendations pertaining to the Masters’ Championships.  

 

The Committee’s findings can be found at https://www.lightningclass.org/docs.ashx?id=1152608 

In addition, the Results from the Member Survey: https://www.lightningclass.org/docs.ashx?id=1152609 

And Full Survey Comments: https://www.lightningclass.org/docs.ashx?id=1152610 

As a result, to increase participation and to ensure that the spirit of the Masters’ Championship is preserved, the following 

Amendment/Addition to the Document Governing All Sanctioned Lightning Class Championships is being proposed. The 

Executive Committee stands behind the work of the committee and is in favor of this addition. 

Proposed New Article to be added to the Document Governing: 

ARTICLES WHICH APPLY SPECIFICALLY TO THE NORTH AMERICAN MASTERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

AND WORLDS MASTERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AND OTHER DESIGNATED MASTERS EVENTS AS THEY MAY CHOOSE TO ADOPT) 

ARTICLE XIV – PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Masters regattas is to extend the life of competitive Lightning sailing, allowing participants to 

continue racing into their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.  The Masters competition should be reasonably sailable for all ages 

55-80;  exceptional physical requirements should not be a prerequisite for participation.  The Class goal is to 

maximize participation, and is geared towards competitors being able to sail all races, focusing on the middle-to-

higher range of the age demographic.   

ARTICLE XV – ENTRIES 

Teams may register with co-skippers within the team of three, so long as each skipper meets the age 

requirement in Article XII(4).  No substitution of skippers is permitted other than the original team of three as 

proscribed by Article VII.   

ARTICLE XVI – SCHEDULE OF RACES 

1. The RC will hold two (2) races each day for the Masters fleet, provided however that a maximum of 
three (3) races may be sailed if determined necessary by the PRO given weather conditions to 
achieve a six race series, and taking into consideration the Guidelines below.  No more than three 
races per day may be run under any circumstances.   
 

https://www.lightningclass.org/docs.ashx?id=1152608
https://www.lightningclass.org/docs.ashx?id=1152609
https://www.lightningclass.org/docs.ashx?id=1152610


2.  Guidelines regarding the decision for a third race (none of which are protestable) 
 

a. Strong preference for only one day to sail three races, but it is within the RC’s discretion 
based on the weather forecast (for example, two perfect days and an impending hurricane) 

b. Strong preference to avoid three races on the last day 
c. Other factors to consider include the number of hours off the dock daily, sea conditions, air 

and water temperature, or other factors that preclude tactical racing 
d. Encourage a morning competitor’s meeting if a 3rd race is contemplated (changes Race 

Committee Instructions Section 7) 
 

3. If the number of completed races is three or less, all races will be scored; if four or more, one race 
will be discarded.  This changes RRS A2 and Article VIII(1).  
 

4. Other recommendations for Masters races may be found located in the Lightning Guide for Notice 
of Race and Race Committee Instructions.   

 


