
NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP(S)

UPSIDE DOWN AND ALL ALONE
– UNTIL RESCUED BY THE

LIGHTNING CLASS
Peter Denton

Buffalo Canoe Club, Point Abino Ontario
August 2004
The Lightning class and many of its individual members
showed their true grit and willingness to go above and
beyond the call of duty, when they helped my crew,
Sara Pramik, John Townsend, and me, from more than
difficult circumstances during the recent NA’s in
Buffalo.

As many with experience predicted, the weather and
waves in Buffalo were either nonexistence or much
more than most of us wanted to deal with. On
Wednesday, the Blue Fleet had two general recalls in
the first race, but finally got started. During the recalls
the winds that had been 20 knots or so gusted past 25
knots, and the 4-foot waves were beginning to look like
6+ foot waves. The race committee abandoned the
green (our fleet) and the yellow fleet races.

As most of the green and yellow fleets headed to shore,
we decided to follow the blue fleet up the course, to see
how well we could control our boat and watch the
excitement as the blue fleet set their spinnakers. Sara
asked whether we should be out there, but foolish me
said nothing bad could happen without the spinnaker
up. We had the boat under control and were actually
keeping pace with many of the blue fleeters, when an
even heavier puff hit us at the same time as three big
waves. The boat healed sharply, we got a bit out of con-
trol so I headed the boat up into the wind and told John
and Sara we would just tack and head in. The best-laid
plans …. blah, blah, blah. As we went through the tack,
the tiller got caught behind me under the boat’s deck. I
managed to free it but as the boat went through the tack
I was not able to steer on the wind because the tiller
extender got stuck on the centerboard track! The next
thing we know we went from a reach to a gybe to a cap-
size and … turtle. I swam to grab some gear, Sara cling-
ing on the only thing available - the rudder, and John
managed to get on the bottom of the boat and hold the
centerboard out. I was finally able to scramble up with
John but we couldn’t right the boat. Standing there I
could see the committee boat a half of mile away in one
direction and the weather mark and the blue fleet a half
mile away in the other direction. We were rocking in 4-6
foot waves and nobody knew we were there.

continued on page 29

Kelly Crane, sailing with her grandmother, Anne Allen,
and mother, Brenda [Allen] Crane, competed in the
Women’s North American Championship for the first
time at Buffalo Canoe Club. That’s three generations in
one boat. Kelly actually represents the fourth genera-
tion in her family to be a competitive Lightning sailor -
she’s the great-grand-daughter of Mr. Lightning him-
self, Karl Smither. That’s quite a legacy.   ●

photo by Bill Clausen

GENERATIONS

October/November  2004
Volume 64
Number 9

Lightning efla s h e s
Newsletter from the International Lightning Class Association Karen Johnson, Editor
P.O. Box 10747, Murfreesboro, TN 37129 USA office@lightningclass.org
telephone 615-89-FLASH    fax 615-893-5205 homepage http://www.lightningclass.org

(that’s 615-893-5274)

International 



The first thing I'd like to do is
thank the membership for
electing us to serve the
Class. Your voice and
opinions are really
what drive the Class
and I’m looking for-
ward to serving as
President.

The class lost one of
its family members.
Jack Elfman passed
from fellow com-
petitor on the course
and a friend off the
course to our memo-
ries. Jack was often the
voice that represented
what many thought and
never had the courage to
say. Jack will always be a part
of the way I act and think. Thank
you, Jack, and God bless.

The Executive Committee is off and
rolling. We have established a
monthly conference call so that we
can more quickly move things along.
We had our first call and will publish
a short version of minutes on the
web site. While we have a list of
open items to address (also on the
web site), we are going to focus our
efforts on a few topics:

* Membership: We have to keep
the positive trend in the US going.
We are going to look at how we can
utilize additional marketing and pro-
motional activities to support this
trend. The bigger issue is figuring
out how to grow memberships
around the world. This means work-
ing with non-US sailing organiza-
tions, retaining the PAN-AMs and
potentially becoming an Olympic
Class boat. GASP – yes provided we
can eliminate some of the pitfalls of
being an Olympic Class. 

* Class Office: We have a team of
class members who represent a
cross section of the class who will
recommend how we can make the
office more effective and efficient
(notice I did not use the words
decrease the cost).

* Class Documents rewrite: Bill
Clausen will finish the work that was
started on the Specifications and
Rules Governing with the intent to
vote on something at the NAs this
year. PLEASE read the version that is
on the web site and make com-
ments.  

* Leveraging our
VPs and volunteers:

The Class has a lot of
great people who

can contribute if
we provide them
the forum to con-
tribute.

* Outside
Advisory
Board: We
have an internal
Advisory Board
made up of past
presidents that
we need to lever-
age more.

However, public
companies have

boards that provide
outside knowledge

to help guide them.
Why can’t we create a

board made up of leaders in
the sailing industry to help guide the
class? Or help promote the class? Or
become members ….

Remember, the power of the Class is
in its sailors. Your ideas and needs
are converted into the rules and
specifications by the governing
board and VPs. Please get to know
the VPs and governing board mem-
bers and put them to work for you.
That’s not to say that I don’t like
emails, but I am just one vote.
Carter

president@lightningclass.org  ●

BECOME A
, 

FOR A MINIMUM $50 
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE

ILCA FUND.

RECEIVE A
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LL iigg hh ttnn ii nn gg   AAdd vvaann ccee dd   CCrreeww   

TTrraa ii nn ii nn gg   VV ii dd ee oo   
This video contains actual on the water
audio and video from North American

Champions Greg Fisher and Andy Horton.
This is a play by play video, showing cor-
rect techniques for tacking, gybing, crew
communication, spinnaker hoists & take-

downs, & much much more. 
Send $24.99 plus $4.99 
shipping/handling to the 

International Lightning Class Assn
P.O. Box 10747

Murfreesboro TN 37129-0015 USA

Please include a check or money order for
$29.98 made out to ILCA

You can also order this video through 
the secure on-line Store from  the 

Class website: 
www.lightningclass.org or by calling the

Class office 615/89 FLASH
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I’m Bill Clausen, your new Chief Measurer. 
I have been sailing Lightnings for 50 years
and have owned 5 boats.

My hope as Chief Measurer is to keep the
class as one design as possible, but at the
same time allow us to keep up with the rest
of the one design world. We would not be
an International Class today if we still had
wooden masts or iron centerboards or cot-
ton sails, so changes must be made from
time to time.

The two major issues that I am addressing
at present are:

1) The bar on chainplates should be
allowed to be added to older boats so they
can be tuned in a similar fashion to the
newer boats, but this must be done correct-
ly. The bar must be structurally strong
enough to be safe and it MUST be put in
the correct place within the tolerances of
the specifications and must be measured
my a certified measurer before it can be
used.

If you guys who have experimented with
them have any input please forward it to
me. I intend to have this voted into effect
at the Midwinter meeting at St. Pete in
March. So you folks with boats under
13000 let me know what change(s) you
think we need to keep these boats compet-
itive.

2) The second issue we must address is the
use of various sails with numbers that do
not match the hull number.

The Lightning Class rule reads “THE NUM-
BER ON THE MAINSAIL MUST MATCH
THE NUMBER OF THE BOAT.” This rule
has been ignored and circumvented. We
must re write this rule to enable chartered
boats to allow the skipper to use his own
sails on a borrowed boat.

I am against the use of any random num-
ber!

If you have a strong feeling as to what
other exemption(s) should be included in
the re-write of this rule please let me know.

In conclusion: I am proud to be serving the
Class in this capacity and welcome the
members’ thoughts and ideas as to the
measurement changes (or lack of) that the
class should take.

If it’s not broken we do not need to fix it,
but if it is in need of fixing it’s my job to
see that some fixin’ is done.

KISS is my philosophy. My last boat had
only 2 hiking straps, and they were not in
the back.measurer@lightningclass.org

Regards, Bill Clausen
measurer@lightningclass.org   ●

Chief Measurer’s
Column 
Bill Clausen

JOHN “JACK” H. ELFMAN JR., 64,
of SURF CITY, died Saturday,
September 18, at Southern Ocean
County Hospital, Stafford. He was
the owner of Tack Associates, Surf
City. Born and raised in
Doylestown, PA, he was a lifelong
summer resident before perma-
nently residing in Surf City. He
was a cofounder and past com-
modore of the LBI Yacht Racing
Association; past commodore of
North Jersey Yacht Racing
Association; past Vice President of
International Lightning Class
Association; past race committee
and waterfront chairman of the
Surf City Yacht Club; International
Laser Class Association; U.S.
Sailing Area C Mallory Cup chair-
man; U.S. Sailing Senior Race man-
agement officer; and National and
International Class sailor.

Surviving are his wife, Cynthia
Lister-Elfman; four daughters,
Holly Faus of Virginia, Jennifer
Corr and Amy Kolman of
Doylestown, PA, and Erin Elfman
of Easton, PA; three stepchildren,
Jack Casella of Little Egg Harbor,
Christina Villani of West Creek,
and Joanna Casella of Surf City;
and 13 grandchildren.

Memorial services were held
Sunday, September 25, at Surf City
Yacht Club. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to
International Lightning Class
Association, PO Box 10747,
Murfreesboro, TN 37129. 

from Asbury Park Press

Photo from Dominic Marsden

Bill Clausen 14635 writes:

Jack was a member of the Class
for 50 years and served the Class
in many ways. His final day on
earth he raced his Lightning fin-
ishing 2nd in the Manahawkin
Bay Cup Regatta, and made a
speech about the Mallory Cup that
he had worked to organize for
two years. He went to check his
power boat as a squall had come
thru Surf City and suffered a fatal
heart attack.

He is much grieved by his wife
Cindy and his friends throughout
the sailing world!

The Class has lost a great friend
and supporter. 

John Faus 14850 writes:

Jack was a long time fiery com-
petitor, but most importantly he
helped many of us sailors get bet-
ter, myself included. Always avail-
able to help rig/tune your boat,
loan you parts/tools at a regatta -
he was a fixture that will be
missed at all the events he attend-
ed. Jack also helped so many
junior sailors over the years - it is
hard to keep track. 

While the ILCA has lost a loyal
sailor, New Jersey and the Central
Atlantic District have lost a good
friend.

Stephen Horwitz  14930 writes:

Although I only knew Jack a rela-
tively short time he became a spe-
cial part of the Lightning class for
me.  I for one regret I didn’t have
the time to get to know him bet-
ter.  In many ways I felt a bond
with him and Cindy. 

IN MEMORIAM JACK ELFMAN



ILCA ADDRESSING SERVICE

ILCA Headquarters offers an addressing service to Fleets, Districts &

Yacht Clubs. 

We can supply mailing labels at 10¢ per label for a specific fleet, state,

district, or other criteria. An additional charge is made for the postage

required to mail the labels to you. 

This service is also available to builders and sailmakers at 15¢ per label. 

Better yet, you may order this same addressing service as an 

electronic file, which can be emailed to you, for one time use, 

at an even cheaper rate - call for details.

Contact 

I.L.C.A.

P.O. Box 10747

Murfreesboro TN 37129 USA

phone (615) 89-FLASH   FAX (615) 893-5205   

office@lightningclass.org

Allow enough time for printing the labels and mailing them to you. 

Please note that this service is provided only to those groups who have a

legitimate interest in the Lightning Class. 

We do not rent or sell our mailing list to outside interests. 
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NNOOWW    RREEAADDYY  TTOO  SSHHIIPP!!

New Lightning Set-Up & Tuning Video
What a perfect gift for your favorite skipper, crew, teammate!

Available in VHS or DVD format

This video features Greg Fisher of North Sails and Bill Fastiggi of Shore Sails 
detailing initial boat set up techniques and tuning advice. 

Send $29.95 for VHS 
or $34.95 for DVD

plus $4.95 shipping/handling to
International Lightning Class Association

P.O. Box 10747
Murfreesboro TN 37129-0015 USA

Please include a check or money order made out to ILCA
You will soon be able to order this video through the  secure on-line Store from  the Class website: 

www.lightningclass.org 
Or order now by calling the Class office 615/89 FLASH

✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯
✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯    NNEEWW NNOOWW SSPPEECC IIAALL !! !!       ✯✯  ✯✯  ✯✯

Buy both the Crew Technique Video and the new Tuning Video together and save! 
both VHS format (normally $54.94) for $45.00 plus $4.95 shipping/handling; 
both DVD format (normally $64.94) for  $55.00 plus $4.95 shipping/handling

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation, required
by U.S. Postal Service, PS Form 3526. Filing date: 9/30/04.
Lightning Flashes is published monthly except January and
November. ISSN number 0746-7052;  Postal Publication number
0117-190. Annual subscription price is $22.00. Complete Mailing
Address of office of publication and headquarters of the publisher
is P.O. Box 10747 (2323 Hillmont Drive), Murfreesboro,
Rutherford County, Tennessee 37129-0015. Contact Person is
Karen Johnson, Executive Secretary, 615/893-5274. Publisher and
Owner is The International Lightning Class Association, a corpo-
ration not for profit incorporated under the laws of the State of
Ohio and State of Tennessee.  Editor is Karen Johnson, c/o ILCA,
P.O. Box 10747, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129-0015. There
are no known bondholders, mortgagees, or other security hold-
ers. Average number of copies each issue during the preceding 12
months and actual number of copies of single issue published to
filing date (September) are respectively: Total Number of Copies:
1083, 1000. Paid and/or Requested Circulation: (1) Paid/
Requested Outside-County Mail Subscription Stated on Form
3541: 686, 721; (2) Paid In-County Subscriptions: 1, 1; (3) Sales
Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter Sales
and Other Non-USPS Paid Distribution: 101, 86; (4) Other
Classes Mailed Through the USPS: 12, 12. Total Paid and/or
Requested Circulation: 800, 820. Free Distribution by Mail: (1)
Outside-County as Stated on Form 3541: none, none; In-County
as Stated on Form 3541: none, none; (3) Other Classes Mailed
Through the USPS: 59, 40. Free Distribution Outside the Mail:
106, 50. Total Free Distribution 164, 90. Total Distribution 965,
910. Copies Not Distributed 119, 90. Total: 1083, 1000. Percent
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Publication of Statement of Ownership required. I certify that all
information furnished is true and complete. 
(signed) Karen Johnson, Executive Secretary. 9/30/04
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Call to Order: Chief Measurer Utzig
assumed the Chair in the absence of
President Sola and called the meet-
ing to order at 0810.

Roll Call: From the roll taken it was
determined the Board was short of
the 80% quorum required to vote on
Specification changes. Emissaries
were dispatched to round up Board
members known to be in the area
but not present at the meeting.

Minutes of the Last Meeting:
Motion to dispense with the reading
made by Bill Clausen, seconded by
Joe Buczkowski, and approved.

Reports of the Officers:

President’s Report: Inasmuch as
President Sola was unable to attend,
a written report (see attached) was
provided to the Board and highlights
reported by the Chair. In his report
President Sola thanked those who
working with him over the past two
years and touched on the accom-
plishments during that time. He also
noted the following high agenda
items that still need to be addressed. 

• A more efficient class office.

• An on-line database.

• Marketing to junior sailors.

• Lack of growth in Europe and
South America.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Davis
submitted a current financial report
(see attached) noting a small year-
end surplus. The Lightning # 1 Fund
has repaid all commitments back to
the treasury. He also reported data
with respect to cost and publication
of Flashes (see attached).

Chief Measurer’s Report: Chief
Measurer Utzig presented the pro-
posed amendments to the
Specifications & By-Laws for discus-
sion (see attached). Summary of dis-
cussion follows:

• Jack Elfman noted concern that
proposal does not address the issue.
Can any “legit” number be used? In
his opinion a sail number should be
owned or leased by skipper.

• Judy Hanlon noted concern over
use of used sails by “new” members.
She feels making identifying boats
easy is most important. She is also
concerned about ruining sails by
changing numbers.

• David Sprague noted amendment
as written addresses charter issues
and that times are changing with
regards to numerical compliance.
The term “valid” needs to be defined.
Valerie Tardif agreed.

• The Chair called for a straw poll
and about 75% voted in favor.

• John Atkins felt number used
should belong to an active member. 

• Bill Mauk felt that volume and par-
ticipation are more important than
compliant sail numbers.

• Sprague noted ISAF’s preference
for 4 digit sail numbers and suggest-
ed Measurement Committee should
address the issue and make a recom-
mendation.

• The Chair asked the issue be tabled
since no quorum existed to vote on
it at this time.

Utzig presented for discussion the
“bar” being used on older boats to
change chainplate positioning. Some
owners of older boats would like to
see a provision in the rules allowing
use of the “bar” that is perceived by
some to make older boats more
competitive. Discussion: 

• Clausen believes the discussion on
the L-list dictates the issue should be
addressed and, if allowed, limited
and controlled.

• Elfman opined restrictions on the
“bar” must be tight.

• Anne Allen and Atkins agreed it
should be considered and Atkins
noted that any “bar” must be perma-
nent.

Secretary’s Report: Secretary Carson
reported an upswing in membership
and noted the fine job by fleets and
districts. However the good work
must continue. Utzig noted that US is
growing while overseas is stagnant
or declining. Carson added Worlds
years spike overseas membership.

Carson reported 154 active fleets of
which 37 are under automatic sus-
pension. He recommended these
fleets be suspended. Mike Brock sug-
gested that suspended fleet listings
be given to District Commodores
and have them “hunt” the fleets
down. Utzig recommended suspend-
ed fleets not paid by Sept 1, 2004 be
deactivated. Moved, voted and
approved.

Carson asked whether posting open
items on the web was a success and
whether it should continue. Jim
Allen suggested more information is
better. Atkins asked whether the
open items were being updated.
(Yes, periodically.) The Board rec-
ommended the posting be contin-
ued.

Discussion was opened on the cur-
rent effectiveness of the class office.
Reports were varied on how the cur-
rent situation was being viewed.
Carson noted a committee is in place
to address the situation and make
recommendations but that their
work is incomplete.

Vice Presidents’ and Committee
Reports

Internet – VP Jim Allen reported the
web page was redesigned and site
stats show that usage is growing at a
small rate. Classified ads are most
viewed items. The Database project
is still in progress.

Youth Worlds – VP John Atkins
reported Finland is expressing inter-
est in hosting 2006 as is Greece.
Awaiting report post-Olympics on
situation in Greece.  Finland very
interested in growing Youth pro-
gram.

North American’s – VP Theresa
Colantuano submitted a written
report (see attached). She noted
there is a research group from
Sheboygan headed by Dr. Jack
Westfall and his wife, Karla Zahn,
doing research and conducting
focus groups at this regatta to help
future planning.

Theresa discussed WMJ format and
hoped for feedback from this year’s
event. Timing of these events is a
concern as is increasing the competi-
tive level. Should the WMJ be a stand
–alone event? If so then finances to
run the event must be addressed as it
cannot sustain itself under the cur-
rent stipulations. Elfman suggested
perhaps Masters could be a stand-
alone event.

Theresa discussed the entry formula
for the NA’s and asked if the event
could be run as an “open” event with
no qualification; asked whether a
rule change allowing reallocation of
unused “slots” is an alternative.
Requested a committee be formed to
present recommendations to the
Governing Board for any By-laws
changes to enhance participation.

ISAF – VP David Sprague noted no
ISAF rulings or recommendations
would have an immediate impact on
the class.

Worlds – VP Bill Mauk reported on
the 2005 Worlds in Vina del Mar,
Chile. Fernando Gallyas reports the
dates are Masters Worlds - Nov. 15-
19, 2005; Worlds- Nov. 19-26, 2005.
The Club has an Organizing
Committee, a new clubhouse, lots of
space and new hoists. Airport trans-
fers have been arranged at no cost to
the competitors and boat containers
will be brought from the port to the
club and back at no cost as well.
Housing will be walking distance to
the club. There will not be many
charter boats available. Carson
requested guidance from the
Governing Board on the World entry
formula. Do we want a large fleet (60
boats) or smaller (35) and whether
we keep quotas for each area or allo-

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
BUFFALO CANIOE CLUB

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 2004
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cate based on country? Sprague
noted that ISAF thinks bigger is bet-
ter. Sentiment expressed by Board
suggests “bigger is better” and there
should no major changes in how
quotas are administered.

Rules and Regulations – VP Dean
Cady was unable to attend. Carson
reported Dean had not yet submitted
a formal report but in correspon-
dence recommended the scoring
and ties sections of the Rules
Governing be simplified and amend-
ed to reference ISAF Appendix A.
Dean also favors an NA’s qualifying
series change to 3 races with no
throwout.

Utzig spoke of the ongoing project
to update class documents and pre-
sented the Board with the docu-
ments revised for review up to this
point. He asked the Board to take it
with them and read through and
send recommendations.

Marketing – VP Rick Bernstein
reported approximately 350 videos
have been sold for a class profit of
about $6-7K. The new video is
delayed a few weeks awaiting final
tuning notes. 

Mauk speculated we might have
missed an opportunity to do a train-
ing CD in conjunction with North
Sails and Harken. Elfman asked if
promoting the fact that the Sears and
Mallory Cup finals are in Lightnings
is an opportunity that has been
missed. Can we get some “bounce”
from sailing publication articles?

Historical - (position vacant). A
report was submitted defining the
proposed Mary Huntsman History
Fund. The Board was asked to
approve the indoctrination of this
Fund. Bill Mauk moved to approve
and Brian Hayes seconded.
Unanimously approved.

Lightning Labs - Jamie Brickell
reported many Labs were run and
they were all successful. Need more
help from District Commodores to
promote this initiative and make the
program more successful.

Ratification of Executive
Committee Rulings - None.

Unfinished Business – Covered by
Officers and Committee Chairmen in
reports and discussion above.

New Business - Most covered by
Officers and Committee Chairmen in
reports and discussion above.

Vote on Specification Change –
At this point (0956) it was deter-
mined a quorum of 80% of the
Board had been achieved (see
attached). The Specification amend-
ment was moved, seconded, and
approved without a roll call. A show
of hands indicated two parties pre-
sent representing three votes were
opposed. There were no proxies
opposed. Therefore the Specification
amendment passed having achieved

more than a 2/3 majority of 80% of
the Board.

Nominating Committee –
Chairman Bill Faude presented a
slate of Officers for 2004-2005.
Discussion ensued regarding several
of the nominations. Faude to resolve
prior to presentation at the Annual
Meeting. 

Adjournment – There being no fur-
ther business the meeting was
adjourned at 1010.

Respectfully submitted,

James G. Carson, Secretary (Thanks
to Brian Hayes for notes taken.)

Attachments: President’s Report;
Treasurer’s Report; Data on
Membership, Cost & Publication of
Flashes; Proposed Amendments to
Specifications & By-Laws;  North
American’s report; The Mary
Huntsman History Fund; Votes
Present in person or by Proxy.

ATTACHMENT 1
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dear members of the Governing Board
and of the Lightning Class:
First off, thank you very much for letting
us drive the class for the past two years.
It has been a fun job, it has been very
demanding and it has been rewarding,
especially working with such great people
as Steve Davis, Carter Utzig, Jim Carson,
Bill Faude and Karen Johnson, who com-
prised the Executive Committee, and
without whom my job would be simply
unbearable.
This job is not an easy one, especially
because changes come slowly, perhaps
slower than how the reality of the sport
is changing out there. Therefore, a huge
task at hand is to start revising and
rewriting our rules & regulations, to bring
our class organization up to date.
Today I would like to especially thank
Theresa Colontuano, Ms. Karla Zahn and
Dr. Jack Westfall, for conducting a very
comprehensive research about the North
Americans and about the state of the
Lightning Class. The first phase of the
research, the qualitative part is ready, and
their recommendation is that we move
on to the quantitative phase. I’m sure
Theresa will report longer on the prelimi-
nary findings. I have my hands full on the
report and it will be great material from
which a marketing plan will be born.
There are hundreds of things to report,
but let me summarize a few:
• We have completed two educational
videos 
• We have redesigned the Yearbook and
we are already working on the 2005 edi-
tion, which will focus on youth sailing.
• We are making progress on the PanAms
and we hope to be back in the Brazil
Games, for which our friends there are
helping quite a lot.

• We held a very successful 2003 Worlds
in Miami and plans for a great Worlds in
Chile are well on the way.
• The last Youth Worlds in Brazil were
well attended and very well run, and we
are waiting for a formal bid to come from
Finland.
• We were able to complete the donation
of Lightning Number One to Mystic
Seaport and we are ready to set up the
“Mary Huntsman History Fund" to aid in
the recollection and preservation of our
history.
Though not everything has been accom-
plished and some of our problems contin-
ue to be high on the agenda:
• The class office situation needs to be
addressed if the membership base does
not grow. We simply need to look fur-
ther into making it more efficient while
continuing to provide the same service
members are accustomed to.
• On the same line, I was hoping to bring
news that our online database was ready,
but it is still on the works. The plan is to
have many of our services to members
and officers online on a self-service basis,
thus freeing up office time to do more
productive work, towards increasing the
renewals rate, mostly.
• Marketing to junior sailors continues to
be an issue that we will keep addressing.
Lowering entry fees and abolishing them
in some cases altogether have helped, but
a lot more has to be done.
• On the international scene, the class is
not growing in Europe or South America,
and in fact we are having problems secur-
ing bids to host regional events in places
where we can also expect good atten-
dance.
Finally, I still strongly believe that we need
to have an honest, hard look at our boat’s
design, and find ways to make it more
enjoyable, user friendlier and cheaper. I
don’t think we need to revolutionize, but
we do need to find ways to evolve the
design into the 21st century.
This is all I have to report for now. My
sincere apologies for not being with you
today, personal matters have held me in
my hometown. I am certain that you will
enjoy a superb week courtesy of the BCC
team.
May the wind be with you!
Paco

ATTACHMENT 2
FINANCIAL REPORT
Steve Davis, Treasurer
Membership (thru July, 2004)

Actual Budget
Active 927 850
Crew 897 850
Associate 122 120
Total 1946 1820
Flashes
Thru July, 2004, four 24 page editions
have been printed and distributed.
Financially, the per edition results are as
follows:
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Avg. cost (production, mailing) 2260
Advertising 1190
Paper Flashes Paid (514) 617
Net cost per edition 453
900 printed editions of the June Flashes
are being produced.  They are distributed
in the following manner:
Printed Flashes Subscribers 411
Prepaid in 2003 103
First Time Members 60
Life Members 75
Advertisers/Gratis (ISAF) 75
Prospects 20
Extra copies for Events/Misc 156
Total 900
Karen is rebidding the production and
mailing cost.  Our initial goal is to achieve
breakeven.
Dues
There has been very little discussion
about the additional cost for printed
Flashes.  514 members, 27% of our mem-
bership, have paid for the printed Flashes.

ATTACHMENT 3
There are two required changes in order
to accommodate having sail numbers dif-
ferent than the hull number. This is being
done to accommodate loaning or leasing
of boats and sails. The current By-Laws
and Specifications do not allow the sail
number to be different than the hull num-
ber. The proposed changes allow the sail
number and boat number to be different
with some limitations.
Proposed Amendment to Measurement
Specifications to be voted on at
Governing Board Meeting August 2004 at
Buffalo Canoe Club, Saturday August 7
ARTICLE V - SAILS
75. Racing numbers and the Class emblem
will be on both sides of the main sail, and
be located above the middle batten as per
the Plans, and racing numbers with an
optional Class emblem will be on the
spinnaker. Numbers will be 304.80 mm
(12") minimum height and 203.20 mm (8")
wide except for the numeral one.
International events shall be identified by
nationality as defined by ISAF.
The sail number that is assigned to the
boat at the time of construction is the
hull number. This specification is modified
by the By-Laws Racing Restriction. and
not a series of digits which are to be sin-
gle unto themselves. All sail numbers are
to be of a solid color contrasting with the
sail material. (Feb '90).
Proposed Amendment to By-Laws to be
voted on at Annual General Meeting
August 2004 at Buffalo Canoe Club,
Sunday August 8
ARTICLE VIII - RACING RESTRICTIONS
4. No sails other than approved jib, main-
sail, and spinnaker can be used. Mainsail
and spinnaker must carry the number of a
valid Lightning Hull Number and no two
boats shall have the same number for a
regatta the number of the sailboat.
Mainsail and spinnaker must carry the
same number.

ATTACHMENT 4
Vice President of the North Americans
Report to the General Membership
Buffalo Canoe Club August 2004
Many thanks to the Buffalo Canoe Club
for hosting what is sure to be another
phenomenal North American
Championships!!
New members to the Class are one of
our greatest assets. Two of our new
members are generously donating their
time and expertise to research what it is
our membership would like to see as part
of a North American Championship
Regatta. They are Dr. Jack Westfall and
his wife Karla Zahn. Specifically they are
working to gather information to support
the organization of the 2005 event at
Sheboygan but the information they gain
will surely assist us formatting the event
for years to come. The data they collect
will also help us in determining how to
proceed with some of the open items on
our agenda.
The membership has requested a review
and possible change to the format of the
WJM. In recent years there has been
some decline in participation. Some in the
Juniors and most significantly in the
Women’s event. At this point I’d like to
commend the BCC for the effort they
have made in recruiting registrants and
including Juniors in the Women’s event.
There was a question of whether the
start of school was in conflict with the
dates of the event. In speaking with
Juniors the dates of the event are not a
barrier to their participation. I am hoping
the current research project will bear out
what is or are the barriers. In some very
amateur research I performed there are
several barriers to women’s participation
that seem to perpetuate each other. In
response to a questionnaire these themes
recurred. Women are not interested in
taking the time off from work to partici-
pate in an event that has had low atten-
dance and is not very competitive. Some
responses suggested marketing the event
to attract competitive sailors. Other
responses suggested including seminars
focused on improving women’s compe-
tence hence their competitive contribu-
tion to racing. Again, I am hoping the Jack
and Karla’s project will either confirm
these issues and/or bear out all the barri-
ers and I propose the Class consider facil-
itating both the marketing of the event
and the inclusion of racing seminars with
the event.
That brings us to the issue of money.
Currently ILCA pays the host club $800
plus $20 for every registered Master and
the entry fee for all boats is sent to ILCA.
So in a year when 20 Masters are regis-
tered the host club would receive the
standard $800 plus $400 for the regis-
tered Masters totaling $1200. Where is
the money or incentive for a club to run
the event? The more registered Women
and Juniors registered the more money
the host club stands to lose! Marketing
and running a high quality event that pro-
motes growth and participation in the
Class through competition and racing

instruction requires more financial sup-
port form the Class. I propose reworking
the numbers to this end.
At the Annual Meeting in Cedar Point the
membership asked that the rules for
entry into the NA’s be reviewed. The
current Executive Committee would like
to maximize attendance consistent with
the desires and capabilities of the host
Club. It is good PR for the class to have a
big NA’s. I propose, in years when the
host club is able to handle more boats
than have registered the unused slots
from districts unable to fill their quota be
allocated to other districts by the
Executive Committee beginning with the
area having the most registered boats. 
Now we get into a hot open topic. The
qualifiers. To throw out or not throw
out? There are many opinions on both
out there! Pros and Cons on both sides.
I’m sure Jack and Karla will collect a lot of
data on this topic. I am in favor of racing
at regattas. People take time off from
work and spend their money to go sailing.
The number of races should absolutely
not be reduced and remain at four. I also
do not like throwouts. The boat that sails
the most consistently should win. If we
change the qualifiers at all we should
maintain 4 races and eliminate the throw
out.
When this memorable 2004 event at the
BCC is over and done Lightning Sailors
will be able to look forward to the 2005
NA’s at Sheboygan Yacht Club scheduled
for August 10 -19. The steering commit-
tee lead by Hans Graf is eager to run a
premier event. Along with great racing
they are planning a sailing camp for kids
who attend the regatta with their parents
but are too young to compete in it! They
are also exploring other ideas to provide
educational support to competing sailors.
A new Convention Center has just been
built nearby called Blue Harbor. It is a
hotel that boasts an indoor water park
and a beach overlooking the race course.
There are several golf courses museums
and restaurants within 20 minutes. As the
Vice President of the North Americans, a
competitor, and a Mom I am psyched for
2005!
Thank you
Theresa Colantuono

ATTACHMENT 5
THE MARY HUNTSMAN HISTORY
FUND
The Mary Huntsman History Fund will be
formed upon approval from the
Governing Board, September 1st, 2004.
The primary objective of the fund will be
to help recover and properly preserve
Lightning Class heritage. The fund is
named after Mrs. Mary Huntsman, Past
President and officer of the Class, who
held the Historian VP for the first time.
Under her Presidency Mary secured the
purchase of Lightning Number One and
subsequently coordinated its donation to
Mystic Seaport Museum, when she will be
restored and rightfully displayed.
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Funds money may be used to help
restore and adequately display Lightning
Number One, organize the vast photo
collection taken by Mary and other volun-
teers throughout the years, scan and
archive all historic documents, publica-
tions, plans, constitution and bylaws, arti-
cles, brochures, and videos. A main
objective of the fund will be to make all
this material easily available to the class
members.
The International Lightning Class
Association has been granted status as a
501(c) 3 charity by the Internal Revenue
Service. Gifts to the to The Mary
Huntsman History Fund and the I.L.C.A.
can be deducted from income in comput-
ing taxes.
The trustees of The Mary Huntsman
History Fund are the VP Historian and
the past two ILCA Presidents. They will
also be members of the committee that
will annually discuss the direction of the
available funds and will report in writing
to the Governing Board summer meeting
for approval. The VP Historian and its
committee, with the help of the Executive
Secretary, will be in charge of following
through the directions set forth by the
Committee and Governing Board mem-
bers. 
Respectfully submitted,
Members of the Executive Committee
August, 2004

ATTACHMENT 6
POSITION/OFFICIAL/
REPRESENTED BY/REPRESENTED IN
PERSON OR PROXY
** indicates Proxy to Chair 
President Paco Sola **
Secretary Jim Carson
Treasurer Steve Davis
Ch. Measurer Carter Utzig
Ass’t. Measurer Terry Burke **
Ass’t. Measurer Joe Buczkowski
Ass’t. Measurer Bill Clausen
Ass’t. Measurer Jamie Calderone **
VP Canada Jamie Allan Valarie Tardif
VP Internet Jim Allen
VP Youth Worlds John Atkins
VP Brazil John Bennett **
VP Marketing Rick Bernstein
VP Education Jamie Brickell
VP Rules & Regs. Dean Cady Jim Carson
VP NA’s Liaison Theresa Colantuono
VP West Coast John DeBenedetti **
VP Switzerland Gilbert Despland **
VP Miami Regatta Carol Ewing Bill Mauk
VP Marketing Bill Faude Rick Bernstein
VP Chile Tito Gonzales
VP Southern Circuit Brian Hayes
VP Ecuador Carlos Lecaro **
VP Worlds Liaison Bill Mauk
VP Finland Antero Punttila **
VP ISAF/Pan Ams. David Sprague
VP Columbia Mauricio Valenzuela **
VP Canada Richard Walsh
DC BRA Torsten Bojlesen **
DC CAD William C. BogardusJack Elfman
DC CC Jim Cameron David Sprague
DC CHI Pablo Tupper Fernando Gallyas

DC CNY Clay Murphy John Atkins
DC COL Camilo Salcedo **
DC CRI Neil Hayes Brian Hayes
DC DIXIE Jamie Brickell
DC ECU Olaf Dyck **
DC FIN Sakari Pesola **
DC FL Bill Meyer Bill Mauk
DC LE Bill Neal Anne Allen
DC LI George W. KochMalcolm Hendry
DC METRO Dan Parietti Judy Hanlon
DC MI Ryan Flack Jim Allen
DC MV Marc SchillebeeckxRick Bernstein
DC MW Steve Adamski Bill Faude
DC OH Mike Brock
DC PER Augusto Navarro **
DC PNW John DeBenedetti **
DC SE Peter Marriott
DC SLV Peter Hall Valerie Tardif
DC SO Larry Frost **
DC SUI Jaques Perret **

52 VOTES PRESENT
ABSENT
Ass’t. Measurer Jack Huntsman
VP Greece George Andreadis
VP California Circuit Jeff Coppens
VP Italy Franco DeRegis
VP Peru Bruno Levaggi
VP Argentina Hector Longarela
DC ARG Hector Longarela
DC CA Jeff Coppens
DC GRE Costas Limberakis
DC IN Kenneth V. McGinity
DC ITA Antonio Marino
DC NE Patrick Gallagher
DC TX Jeff Bodkin

13 VOTES ABSENT
65 TOTAL 
JGC 09/11/04     ●
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Following is the current status of activity on some items
of interest to ILCA members. Availability of this informa-
tion was requested by the membership at the 2003
General Meeting at Cedar Point and reaffirmed in
Buffalo. For further information see Flashes and the
Website or contact the Secretary at  
secretary@lightningclass.org.  

Note: * indicates new or up-dated information.

ITEM STATUS

Remain Open

*Sail Numbers, By-Law Change
Proposed amendment failed. To be revised and 
resubmitted at mid-winter meeting.

*Formula for Entry to NA’s
See Governing Board Minutes.  

ISAF Category Status
VP Sprague monitoring.

*More Effective Use of Office Ongoing

*Number 1 & History
“Mary Huntsman History Fund” approved by 
Governing Board.

Pan Am Games Denial
VP Sola & VP Sprague monitoring. 

*Formula for Entry to Worlds 
Report prepared for Executive Committee and
Officers review.

*Videos, Additional
(Tuning/Promotional) Tuning Video delayed, 
available October.

*WJM Format See Governing Board Minutes.

*Format, NA’s Qualifiers
See Governing Board Minutes

*Chainplate Modification Subject will be revisited.

STATUS OF OPEN ITEMS
(As of September 22nd, 2004) 

Championship Lightning Sails
Made in the USA 
by Lightning Sailors
for Lightning Sailors. The Perf o rmance Revolution!

SHORE SAILS Burlington, VT
Bill Fastiggi

150 West Canal Street Suite 5

Winooski, VT 05404

tel 802-655-SAIL (7245)

B i l l F a s t i g g i @ S h o r e S a i l s . c o m
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Meeting Venue: Because of a late fin-
ish to the racing, the meeting origi-
nally scheduled for “after racing” on
Sunday, August 8th, was postponed
until “after racing” the following day.
The meeting was held in a very infor-
mal atmosphere on the lawn of the
Buffalo Canoe Club. 

Call to Order: Chief Measurer Utzig
assumed the Chair in the absence of
President Sola and called the meet-
ing to order. 

Roll Call: 34 fleets answered roll
call. There were 30 proxies making a
total of 64 of 127 active fleets present
in person or proxy. A quorum (25%
of active fleets) was declared.

Minutes of the Last Meeting:
Motion to dispense with the reading
was made, seconded and approved.

Reports of the Officers:

President’s Report: Inasmuch as
President Sola was unable to attend,
the Chair highlighted his report. In
his report President Sola thanked
those who working with him over
the past two years and touched on
the accomplishments during that
time. He also noted the following
high agenda items that still need to
be addressed. 

• A more efficient class office.
• An on-line database.
• Marketing to junior sailors.
• Lack of growth in Europe and
South America.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Davis
highlighted the financial status of the
class and noted the Lightning # 1
Fund has repaid all commitments
back to the treasury. (See Governing
Board Minutes)

Chief Measurer’s Report: Chief
Measurer Utzig introduced the pro-
posed By-Laws amendment with
respect to the display of sail num-
bers (see attached) and reported the
Governing Board had passed the
Specifications amendment “with
concerns”. A discussion followed
similar to that held by the Governing
Board. (See Governing Board
Minutes). After considerable discus-
sion the question was called and a
roll call vote taken. 332 votes in
favor; 199 votes against; 354 votes

(2/3 majority) required to pass. Thus
the amendment failed. 

Other Officer & Committee
Reports: Abbreviated reports were
given by Vice Presidents and
Committee Chairmen basically the
same and discussion paralleling that
at the Governing Board. (See
Governing Board Minutes)

Executive Committee Rulings
Ratified: There were none to
report.

New Business: There was no new
business of substance.  

Election of Officers for 2004-
2005: Bill Faude presented the pro-
posed slate. (See attached.)
Nominations were closed and the
Secretary instructed to cast a unani-
mous vote for the nominees.

Adjournment: There being no fur-
ther business the meeting was
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

James G. Carson, Secretary 

Attachments: Governing Board
Minutes and attachments thereto;
2004-2005 Slate of Officers;
Attendance and amendment vote.

ATTACHMENT 1 
see Governing Board Minutes Pages 5-8

ATTACHMENT 2 see page 11

ATTACHMENT 3
Present   Proxy     YES      NO

5 x
6 x 2
11 x 3
26 x 4
34 x 21
35 x 7
36 x 33
47 x 10
50 x 27
54 x 58
62 xps
64 xps
69 x 9
73 xps
75 x 27
77 x 17
90 xps

99 x 6
110 xps
115 x 3
126 x 16
135 xps
145 x 8
154 x 15
164 x 7
166 xps
169 xps
179 xps
187 x 15
192 x 10
196 x 9
215 x 8
216 x 14
225 x 5
226 x
228 x 11
251 xps
252 x 3
253 x 13
262 x 14
266 x 16
283 xps
286 xps
301 x 27
303 x 17
328 xps
329 x 19
335 x 10
358 xps
365 x 3
388 xps
405 xps
415 x 6
430 x 6
447 xps
456 xps
484 x 8
488 x 9
502 x 18
507 xps
508 x 7
510 xps
511 x 10

34 29 332      199
63 531

63 Fleets Represented; 32 comprises a
quorum
532 Votes Cast; 354 (2./3) 
(2/3 majority) required to pass amend-
ment
332 Yes Votes; Therefore amendment
failed.
Note: Chair elected not to vote undesig-
nated proxies. (xps)

JGC, 08/15/04 ●

ANNUAL MEETING
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB

MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2004
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CARTER UTZIG ILCA President
1900 Maryland Avenue
Charlotte NC 28209-1602 USA
h) 704/334-6435
w) 704/335-5334
f) 704/371-5205 cutzig@carolina.rr.com
WILLIAM P. CLAUSEN, III
ILCA Chief Measurer
218 Heatherwood Road
Glenside PA 19038-7816 USA
h) 215/233-0835
h) 610/291-1186
f) 610/381-3592 claufam@aol.com
BRIAN HAYES ILCA Secretary
896 Wheeler's Farm's Road
Milford CT 06460 USA
h) 203/878-5758
w) 203 877-7627
f) 203 877-6942 brian@od.northsails.com

STEVEN DAVIS ILCA Treasurer
7625 South Yampa Street
Centennial CO 80016 USA
h) 303/699-0317
w) 720/875-3366
f) 720/875-9114 sdavis@cetenv.com

JOE BUCZKOWSKI, JR.
VP Assistant Measurer
2560 Archdale Drive
Virginia Beach VA 23456 USA
h) 757/416-9807
w) 757/836-1169
f) 757/836-1799 joebuczkowski@aol.com
JAIME CALDERON
VP Assistant Measurer
Guayacanes #123 y Acacias
Urdesa Central, Guayaquil ECUADOR
h) 5934 2831045
w) 5934 2383882
f) 5934 2389494 Jcaldero@interactive.net.ec

JAMES G. CARSON
VP Assistant Measurer
499 Princeton Avenue
Brick NJ 08724-4825 USA
h/w) 732/892-1924
f) 732/892-1735 jgcfuzzy@comcast.net
JACK HUNTSMAN
VP Assistant Measurer
9 Circle Drive
Rumson NJ 07760 USA
h) 732/741-3598
c) 908/601-5461
f) 732/741-8661 jackh2222@comcast.net
ALLAN TERHUNE, JR.
VP Assistant Measurer
10 Franklin Street
Swedesboro NJ 08085 USA
h) 856/467-4653 scowslr@aol.com

JAMIE ALLAN VP Canada
2200 Rue St. Jacque
Montreal QC H3J 2M7 CANADA
h) 514/931-1648
c) 514/258-2849 allanjamie@hotmail.com
JIM ALLEN VP Internet
1985 Wildbird Alley
Walled Lake MI 48390-2170 USA
h) 248/926-6260
w)248/960-6684
lightning@jimsboathouse.com

GEORGE ANDREADIS VP Greece
11 Vassileos Georgiou B Str
Athens 10674 GREECE
h) 3010-723-4511
w) 3010-960-0641
f) 30210-960-0645 gean@otenet.gr
JOHN H. ATKINS 
VP Youth World Champs
2547 Oakview Drive
Rochester NY 14617-3241 USA
h) 585/467-6934
w) 585/242-3228
f) 585/242-4708 john.atkins@att.net
PETER BELLIN VP California Circuit
9060 Meadowrun Court
San Diego CA 92129 USA
h) 858/538-6742
w) 858/623-8618
f) 858/623-8741 pbellin@ft.newyorklife.com

JOHN STUART BENNETT VP Brazil
Rua Fan 6
Jardim Lido Sao Paulo 04910-040 BRAZIL
h) 5511 55146376
w) 5511 41979101 jsb@careplus.com.br
JAMES (JAMIE) B. BRICKELL, JR.
VP Youth/Education
12201 Howard Lodge Drive
Sykesville MD 21784 USA
h) 410/489-2619 jamiebrickell@earthlink.net
DEAN S. CADY VP Rules & Regulations
4665 North Ardmore Avenue
Whitefish Bay WI 53211-1111 USA
h) 414/961-1507
w) 414/276-5100
f) 414/276-4936 deancady@aol.com
THERESA COLANTUONO
VP NA Liaison
55 Mill Lane
Portsmouth RI 02871-1210 USA
h) 401/683-5461 theresacolan@cox.net

FRANCO De REGIS VP Italy
Viale Garibaldi
Castiglione Del Lago 06061 ITALY
h) 39-577-333221
w) 39-368-953171
f) 39/577/44707
GILBERT DESPLAND VP Switzerland
rue des Oiseaux 6
Grandson 1422 SWITZERLAND
h) 41-24-4452731
w) 41-24-258150
f) 41-24-4555405
JOHN DeBENEDETTI VP West Coast
3300 NE 19th Avenue
Portland OR 97212-2405 USA
h) 503/281-0352
w) 503/232-8793
f) 503 238-1649 john@steinbart.com
CAROL STOUT EWING 
VP Midwinter Regatta
7175 SW 47th Street #202
Miami FL 33155 USA
h) 305/858-4791
w) 305/665-8316
f) 305/860-8228 lightning@cofs.com

JOHN FAUS VP Fleet Development
P.O. Box 657
Rocky Hill NJ 08553-0657 USA
h) 609/921-6788
w) 609/921-6848
f) 609/921-6807 johnfaus@yahoo.com

ALBERTO GONZALEZ MAS VP Chile
Centro de Casillas 2907
Santiago CHILE
h) 56-2-825-0050
w) 56-2-825-0208
f) 56-2-825-0165 ojodelince11@hotmail.com
CAROLINE V.L.S. HOEDEMAKER
VP Yearbook
6 Ege Avenue
Hopewell NJ 08525-1904 USA
h) 609/466-4179
w) 908/400-4096
choedemaker@mindspring.com
CARLOS LECARO VP Ecuador
Datiles 215 Y 3era
Urdesa Guayaquil ECUADOR
h) 593-4-2881112
w) 593-4-2887666
f) 593-4-2887660
clecaro@fondosgenesis.com

HECTOR LONGARELA VP Argentina
Darwin 1154 PB 'B' Loft "D"
Buenos Aires 1414 ARGENTINA
h) 541-8562224
c) 154-4448670
f) 5411-48562224
hectorlongarela@arnet.com.ar
BILL MAUK VP World Championship Liaison
1 Grove Isle Drive #902
Miami FL 33133 USA
h) 305/858-8855
w) 786/586-3133
f) 305/269-9680 whmpenultimate@aol.com
COLIN PARK VP Southern Circuit
5181 Chancellor Street NE
St. Petersburg FL 33703 USA
h) 727/527-2965
f) 727/527-5685 crewcolin@aol.com
ANTERO PUNTTILA VP Finland
Kyllikintie 3 C 6
Kerava FIN-04200 FINLAND
h) 3589-2429863
w) 3580 469131
f) 3580 8185286 Antero.Punttila@ramse.fi

PACO SOLA TANCA VP Marketing
8580 NW 72nd Street
Miami FL 33166 USA
h) 5934-283-1349
w) 5934-245-2245
f) 5934-245-1652 psola@norlopjwt.com.ec
DAVID SPRAGUE VP ISAF/Pan Am Games
185 Hanna Road
Toronto ON M4G 3N9 CANADA
h) 416/423-1117
w) 416/399-8989
f) 416/916-7543 sprague@rogers.com
JAMES P. TAYLOR VP Internet
7123 Zenith Court
Hamilton OH 45011-7215 USA
h) 513/868-6472
w) 513/243-3408
f) 513/552-4361 taylorjp@fuse.net
MAURICIO VALENZUELA VP Colombia
3000 North Ocean Drive #14E
Singer Island FL 33404 USA
h) 561/882-9612
w) 571-6221180
f) 571-6221169 maisva@hotmail.com

RICHARD WALSH VP Canada
523 Stenberg Road, Box 12 Site 26
Dryden ON P8N 2Y5 CANADA
h) 807/937-6376
w) 807/223-2316
f) 807/223-2380 richardmwalshr@aol.com

ILCA OFFICERS 2004-2005
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51  Adventures in Wooden Boating

Copyright 2004 by Joel Thurtell

Early last summer, I started doing
mental gymnastics and came up with
answers to a little arithmetic prob-
lem. The answers amazed me.

Five.

As in the number of years I’ve been
writing the Flashes “Adventures in
Wooden Boating” column.

And fifty, as in the number of
columns – 10 per year times five
years – I would have written come
September of 2004, if I continued to
meet the Flashes deadline.

When I clicked on “send” for that
50th column, I was just plain elated.

Look what I did today, I told my wife
and son.

For a guy whose loved ones truly
believe he has attention deficit disor-
der, I stuck it out for one-two-three-
four-five big ones!

Who would have thunk it?

Certainly not I.

I resisted the idea at the start.

My editor at the Flashes, Karen
Johnson, had tried to draft me many
months before I sent off the first col-
umn about my attempts to turn an
industrial artifact, an old fiberglass
boat mold, into a working sailboat.

How could I do that?

What, I wondered, did I know about
wooden boats? Had I attended class-
es in wooden boat restoration?

Nope.

Had I even taken a high school
course in wood-working?

Nope.

Once I convinced myself that an all-
encompassing knowledge of boat-
building was not the only key to
writing a woodie column, another
truth appeared to me.

I had restored two wooden Snipes
and a wooden Lightning to sailing
condition.

Better yet, they didn’t sink.

And did it without a big outlay in
cash and time as a student in some
formal wooden boat class.

The big outlay in money and time
went into the boats, where a true
boat junkie would argue the
resources belong.

If I could do it, I reasoned, it seems
like anybody with the will to fix an
old boat could do the same thing.

I sat down in the summer of 1999
and wrote my first Flashes column.
By the following morning, I had writ-
ten four more columns.

Never since have I been so far ahead
of deadline.

But it turns out there is no lack of
subject material.

The most gratifying thing, though,
has been the response I’ve had from
Flashes readers.

I believe that today there are more
people eagerly looking for and fix-
ing up old woodies than there were
five years ago. If I have inspired one
person to make a sailor out of a lawn
ornament, I am happy.

But what a pleasure to hear from
people, many of whom will never
own a wooden boat, who also enjoy
reading this column.

That speaks to a phenomenon – an
evolution – that has occurred as
month after month I have tapped my
brain for a subject to write about.

The early columns tended to focus
on specific projects aimed at improv-
ing the sailing qualities of a wooden
Lightning, or indeed any wooden
boat. I want always to help the
woodies achieve practical parity
with plastic boats.

And I should add that I think it is
happening, at least as measured in
economic terms. I’m hearing of
wooden Lightnings commanding
prices comparable to older but still
decent glass boats. Woodies deserve
respect, and they’re starting to get it.

But I also want people who are not
fixer-uppers to enjoy reading the col-
umn. A column that is strictly aimed
at a how-to exposition will turn off
some readers, in my view. So, even
when offering technical tips, I’ve
tried to wrap the advice in a style or
approach that will appeal to general
readers.

The down side to that approach,
however, is that I have set aside
some project columns that I think
would help at least a few boat own-
ers, and not always woodie owners,
either.

Like the kick-up rudder project.

Well, don’t hold your breath, but at
the same time, while holding your
breath, expect to see a future column
or more devoted at least in part to
explaining how you can be the first
person in your fleet to operate a
truly shoal-resistant Lightning
equipped with a kick-up rudder.
Somehow, I will find a way to write
that one so everyone has fun with it.

But first, I have to finish the rudder.
Or rather, the tiller.

The rudder is complete, all varnished
nicely with its eyestrap and turning
block and stretch-cord installed. The
obstacle was the tiller. It was too
thick. But last week UPS dropped off
the tool I needed, so I’m back on
track with that illegal rudder.

The tool? A brand-new DeWalt thick-
ness planer. More about that later.

Now, if I’d written the preceding two
paragraphs at the Detroit Free Press,
a diligent editor or more accurately a
committee of editors would have
lopped it off.

In the Flashes, I’m allowed my little
digressions.

In addition to having a great reader-
ship, I also have a terrific editor in
Karen Johnson.

I make my living as a writer. In more
than a quarter century of newspaper
work, I’ve worked with some fine
editors, but often newspaper editors
are second-rate thinkers tired of the
legwork and mental nimbleness they
had to put out as reporters. And
sometimes our editors are people
who never were reporters and writ-
ers.

When I write for a newspaper, there
is a tin bucket over my head. The
bucket represents all the mental bar-
riers I must consciously and uncon-
sciously write around as I try to craft
an article that will meet the often
contradictory demands of down-
stream editors. Strangers to the news
business would not understand the
amount of self-censorship that goes
on in the heads of journalists as they
try to compose copy that will not be
thoroughly gutted by the people
with power to send it to press.

So it is refreshing to write for the
Flashes and Karen Johnson, who is
easy on the copy, sensitive to the
tone and choice of words, and
always encouraging, even when the
copy is pushing deadline.

I do think that when this effort
began almost six years ago, Karen
had a vision. She wanted somebody
to write about the older Lightnings
in a way that would redirect interest
to boats that might, for no good rea-
son, be turned into flower planters
or duck boats. At the time, I had a dif-
ferent vision: all I wanted was to fin-
ish Plug Nickel and see what it was
like to sail that onetime boat mold.

Gradually, I wrote my way into
Karen’s vision. At least, I hope I did.

And I have a vision of my own,
although until just now I couldn’t
articulate it. Alert readers probably
noticed it.

My vision thing: Someday a boat
builder will market a Lightning made
of wood that is faster, nimbler, stiffer
and less in need of maintenance
than a plastic boat.

And it will be much, much prettier.

People will buy that boat.

Anyway, it’s been a great five years
of column writing.

Thanks to all my readers.

Thanks to the ILCA.

Thanks to Karen Johnson.

I’m excited -- I wonder where this
boat will take us in the next five
years.

Joel Thurtell can be reached at 734-
453-8303, thurtell@freepress.com or
joel_thurtell@hotmail.com  ●
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Brian Awad

Below is a picture from one of our
first sails on the North West Arm of
Halifax Harbour from earlier this
month.  Full sea trials are scheduled
for later this fall.

On the first sail, we were pursued by
a thirty-foot yacht -- and I could not
figure out why. They eventually
sailed by and one of the people on
board said, “Those are beautiful
boats. It’s really nice to see one in
Halifax.” I felt like the proud father
of a debutante.

The boat is actually creating a fair bit
of buzz at the yacht club -- as I
expected it might. The friend who
put the bug in my ear last year to get
one as a family day sailor is local sail-
ing hero, Gordon Anderson, Finn
and Laser sailor extraordinaire, and
Lightning World Youth Champ in
the early 1980s. He would like to get
a boat. We have both talked to a few
others who are interested in boats.
So Gordie and I are going to do a
presentation of sorts for interested
people about the boat, with my craft
being Exhibit “A”.

My question for you:  Does ILCA
have any promo material (other than
the brochures you sent) that we
could have / borrow (such as a video
or a PowerPoint presentation or
what have you) that would be useful
for a presentation? FYI -- I have a
copy of the “crew training” video,
but not the new rigging / tuning
video. Thanks a lot.

BRIAN K. AWAD
“Fleet Trainer” Lightning #13947
Halifax, Nova Scotia
bawad@burchells.ca

Editor’s Note: To answer Brian’s
question: YES WE DO! We have
brochures and we can send extra
Flashes and a few Yearbooks. We
have a few videos for lending includ-
ing the Crew Training video, the new
Tuning/Set-Up video, Learning to
Crew on a Lightning, Lightning a
Sailing Documentary, and several
videos from past events such as the
1985 Finland Worlds, several St. Pete
regattas, long ago NAs... If you need
any of this to help build YOUR fleet,
just contact the Class office.   ●

FLEET DEVELOPMENT
HALIFAX, 

NOVA SCOTIA

Used Lightning

Equipment

Refurbished wooden masts with or 

without hardware, sails for modern & 

wood rigs,  spinnaker poles, 

rudders (ask about our “Kick-up” rudders

for cruising!), more

11803 Priscilla Lane

Plymouth MI 48170

finder@radiofinder.com  

or  734/453-8303 

S C O T T
S A I L S
California District Championship

2004 
Long Island District Champs 

2002-20031st

MAIN $765 + $30 ROYALTY 
JIB $525 + $30 ROYALTY 

SPINNAKER $775 + $30 ROYALTY

HIGH SPEED WITHOUT THE
HIGH PRICE!

CALL OR WRITE SCOTT FINKBONER
NOW!

SCOTT SAILS
P.O. Box 7832, San Diego, CA 92167  

phone/fax  (619) 222-8788  
email scottsails@cox.net
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9699
Dave Deatrick

Here is a picture of #9699, back in
the water again, having been absent
since 1971. She is a 1966 Lippincott,
glass boat but with all Spruce spars. 

I learned sailing on this craft when I
was 13, in 1966. I am now [older
than that!]. Jack Booth, the previous
owner, couldn’t keep her, and I was
lucky enough to obtain her. She was
stored in a garage for 33 years.
When I picked her up she still had
Ohio 1971 registrations and plates
on the trailer. Jack didn’t believe in
anything but wood spars, believing
you couldn’t rake anything else
properly.

Editor’s Note: If you want to see your
own beauty in print, send me an
article and a photo and we’ll run
them. We love to know that the
“older” boats are still sailing!   ●

The Class still has copies of the “old” video available. 

Learning to Crew on a Lightning

$42 plus $4 shipping. 

This older video is much 

more basic 

and is geared to the  

beginner sailor rather

than the beginner racer,

as the new video is. 

Contact the Class office to order

615/89-FLASH

TOMATO SLOOP
Michael Elmergreen

Attached is Tomato Sloop (10222)  sailing!  See
you all Tuesday night on the starting line.
Thanks to all those who helped.  It only took
2 years and a couple hundred hours, who
would have known it was so easy? And she’s
no longer tomato red . . . 

She’s back on Lake Winnebago in Fond du
Lac, WI, with her new owner (and recent
Class member) Eric Bennett.  ●

WHERE THEY ARE NOW...
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UPCOMING MAJOR REGATTA CALENDAR
A Regatta Calendar is posted on the ILCA Web Site - check http://www.lightningclass.org

2004 SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP     13-15 November Guarapiranga Lake Sao Paulo Brazil

2005 Southern Circuit Deep South, Savannah Yacht Club March 12-13
Miami Midwinter, Miami FL March 15-16
Winter Championship, St. Petersburg Yacht Club March 18-20

Hampton Yacht Club Fling
Fall Lightning Invitational

November 6-7
Hampton Yacht Club

Hampton VA
Contact: JoeBuczkowski@aol.com

www.hamptonyc.com/onedesign

THE BLUENOSE

November 6-7
Harbor Island Yacht Club

Nashville TN

www.hiyc.org

lightningfleet@hiyc.org or

Rob Hempel hempel@att.net
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We’ve Moved

2005 N.A.s
have changed Dates!

Womens, Juniors and Masters

August 2 – 5, Milwaukee
North American Championships

August 7 – 13, Sheboygan

Decisions, Decisions, Decisions!
Lodging in Sheboygan
Lightning North American Championships
August 7 – 13, 2005
Ric Larson, Housing Coordinator, (920)458-9351

Competitors in the 2005 Lightning North American Championships in Sheboygan will have a
broad range of housing choices.  Want to be pampered with poached eggs in the morning, a
mint on your pillow at night, and the full range of Spa and Dining options of a 5-diamond resort?
Stay at the American Club.  (920-457-8000, www.destinationkohler.com) 

Would you rather have a beachfront condo overlooking the racecourse with an indoor water-
park, and daytime activities for kids too young to race?  Stay at the Blue Harbor Resort and
Conference Center (920-452-2900, www.blueharborresort.com ).

Perhaps a State Park with rolling dunes, and a wide sandy beach just minutes from the Yacht
Club is more your speed?   Reserve space "NOW" (Campsites go fast) at Terry Andrae State
Park (888-947-2757, www.wiparks.net).

Watch our website, www.2005lightningnas.org, for more options including home rentals, board-
ing with local sailors, condo style dorms at nearby Lakeland College, billets, and urban camping.
Ric Larson will coordinate housing, and can be reached at 920-458-9351.

Let us know as soon as you’ve decided you’re coming whether or not you’re sure  you’ll qualify.
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BOAT OWNERSHIP CHANGES BY DISTRICT

Active Class Members are published in blue  type.  
New Owners who have recently become Active Members are indicated by red  *

“A” indicates amatuer builder building own boat.

PLEASE LET THE CLASS OFFICE KNOW THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE NEW OWNER 
WHEN YOU SELL YOUR BOAT!

CALIFORNIA 8966 Richard Hoffman, 2637 Rose Hill Road, Escondido CA 92025 194
14473 Scott Finkboner, P.O. Box 7832, San Diego CA 92167 194

CENTRAL ATLANTIC
*11137 Philip Janson, 367 Franklin Avenue, Ridgewood NJ 07450 U
*14706 Will Demand, 103 Maple Street, Toms River NJ 08753 99

CENTRAL NEW YORK
*762 Christopher Moore, 95 East Lake Road, Skaneateles NY 13152 1

*8230 Sara Hogan, 21 Jordan Street, Skaneateles NY 13152 1
11269 F.D. Curran, 97 Olivia Drive, Rochester NY 14626 77

DIXIE *10335 James S. Knapp, 671 Bustleton Pike, Richboro PA 18954 325
15228 David Thompson, 2601 John Milton Court, Herndon VA 20171 50

LONG ISLAND 12123 David Petrie, New Suffolk NY U

MIDWEST 15119 Ric Larson, 870 Forest Avenue, Sheboygan WI 53081 187

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 5095 Bret Webber, 6526 Teletha Lane, Chattanooga TN 37415 U

NEW ENGLAND *4614 Tim Hodson, 2431 Green Street, Waltham VT 05491 301
11674 Garrett Hamilton, Manchester NH U
14229 Michael Arsenault, Peru ME U

OHIO 14885 Doug Blackburn, 1546 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood OH 44107 36

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 7030 Justin Hirsch, P.O. Box 1315, Port Townsend WA 98368 U
*9889 Joseph D’Amico, 122 Marshall Road, Sequim WA 98382 U

SOUTHEASTERN 13460 Tom Styslinger, 104 Parkhollow Court, Cary NC 27519 U
14358 Steven Wilson, 8726 Barrister Way, Charlotte NC 28216 U

SOUTHERN *13781 Christopher Frost &
* Vivian Gaudet, P.O. Box 501223, Mobile AL 36605 135

14620 Gene Walet, 717 Sandy Hook Drive, Pass Christian MS 39571 179

TEXAS *5851 Ret Talbot, 3343 Torrey Pines, Montgomery TX 77356 U

US@LARGE 12962 John H. Pattison, 1144 East Linden Street, Tucson, AZ 85719 U

W H Y ? a re more and more Lightning Sailors choosing  FA B R IC R A F T for their cover & accessory needs?

Interested in coming on board?  
Send us a fax, email or call us today!

phone 315/458-3991  fax 315/458-3897   fabricraft@a-znet.com
Also available: RC Start Sequence Flags,  Code Flags, Custom Yacht Club Flags, & Lightning Class Flash Flags

✔  Easy to use, field-tested designs 
✔ Finest quality workmanship and materials
✔ Friendly, knowledgeable customer service
✔  Widest choice of color options available
✔ 100% satisfaction guarantee since 1989
✔ Optional PTFE thread for high UV areas
✔  We’ve sailed Lightnings since 1965

B E CAU S E : ✔ Crafted with pride in the USA with American-made materials
✔ FREE:   Storage bags with all deck & cockpit covers
✔ FREE:  All necessary tiedowns and hardware
✔ FREE:  Shipping with check in advance

YES WE MAKE
hiking straps
deck covers
travel covers
rudder covers

YES WE MAKE
spinnaker & tiller bags

anchor bags
mast covers
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Todd Johnson

Toms River Yacht Club, NJ, 
July 24-25
Fifty-two Lightning teams convened
in Tom’s River, New Jersey on 24-25
July to contest the Atlantic Coast
Championship. In what would prove
to be a weather prelude to the
upcoming North American
Championships, the event provided
spectacular heavy air conditions and
stiff competition (albeit without the
large seas of Buffalo). Everyone I
spoke with marveled at the expert
regatta and race management and
the wonderful hospitality of the
Tom’s River Yacht Club.

I had not been to TRYC since my son
sailed a 420 North Americans there
nearly ten years ago, and had not
sailed on Barnegat Bay since, as a
young teenager (don’t even guess
when that was), my family kept an
old Lightning, #1625, in a marina
four miles south of Tom’s River on
Cedar Creek and sailed regularly on
the Bay between Bay Head and the
ocean waters east of Barnegat Inlet.
Yes, my Dad’s idea of sailing was to
regularly get the family Lightning out

of the Bay and into the ocean. I
remembered the entire area as shoal
and windy, and was anxious to get
back and experience it again. The
ACC’s experience did not disap-
point.

Allan Terhune who, as 2003’s
Atlantic Coast Champion (sailed then
at Malletts Bay), was responsible for
picking a venue for the 2004 event,
used it as an opportunity to promote
the Lightning Class at his home club
and, seemingly, enlisted every mem-
ber in producing an event that will
be long remembered. All club mem-
bers who participated did their best
to make all the teams feel welcome.
The beer was ample, and the food
was literally the best I’ve had at any
Lightning regatta and in quantities
not to be believed. Further, it
seemed each club member I met was
genuinely interested in the Lightning
class and in making sure all the visit-
ing teams had a great time. There
was help for the launching, help for
the boat recoveries and a general
attitude that echoes the way I think
about sailing: Safety first, then have
fun, and winning will come eventual-
ly.

There were enough properly
manned safety boats to adequately
and safely handle a 52 boat fleet in a
heavy air regatta, typically replete
with multiple capsizes and some
breakdowns. It allowed Allan
Terhune Sr. (Allan’s dad and PRO)
and his team to safely and expertly
run five superb windward-leeward
races over the two day period. The
courses were of moderate length
with approximate 1-1/2 mile legs
and all but the last were five legs in
length with windward finishes. The
fifth race was of four legs with a
downwind finish, allowing for a
quick return to the club for boat dis-
mantling and trophies.

In general, in the northeast breeze,
the left side of each weather leg
seemed to pay off with a small but
progressive left hand geographic
shift seeming to induce teams to ven-
ture out toward the port tack layline.
Boats romping up the middle or
slightly to the right could remain
competitively placed at the weather
mark if they maintained speed and
clear air but there were fewer from
the right than from the left in the top
placings at each weather mark

TERHUNE REPEATS AS ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPION
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rounding. The leeward legs were
a BLAST:  flat out planing with
relatively small waves to surf on
from top to bottom, usually with
the necessity of one or two jibes
to respond to lifts or in an
attempt to maintain some sem-
blance of tactical control.
Suffice it to say that there were,
after some considerable grunt-
ing sounds from each boat on
each weather leg, some consid-
erable smiles visible on the lee-
ward legs in each boat I
observed.

The results speak for themselves.
Allan pulled it off again.  Despite
a slow start on Saturday, and sail-
ing again with wife Katie and
Jody Kohut in what seemed to
us the lightest crew combination
there, Allan hung in on the
weather legs and smoked ‘em all
downwind to win in a romp, a
most impressive performance
including winning the two races
on Sunday, in the heaviest air of
the series.

I don’t know when the Tom’s
River Yacht Club will hold anoth-
er Lightning event but they can
count on at least one out-of-
town entrant!  ●

ACC TOP TEN RESULTS (complete results on the ILCA web page)
1 Allan Terhune, Katie Terhune, Jody Kohut 10 5 2 1 1 19
2 Brian Taboada, Theresa Colantuono, Ryan Dunn 2 7 3 2 14 28
3 Will Demand, John Ambis, William Warner 15 2 1 11 6 35
4 Larry Colantuono, PJ Schaffer, Kathleen Tocke 4 8 18 3 2 35
5 Jack Huntsman, John Huntsman, Andrew Brennan 1 19 16 7 3 46
6 Mitch Hnatt, Rick Pokorny, Maureen Dockery 5 11 10 16 4 46
7 Bill Fastiggi, Suzy Coburn, Kate Brush 8 14 4 8 18 52
8 Brad Thompson, Kathy Thompson, Dan Vought 11 12 6 10 17 56
9 Bill Mergenthaler, Dan Mergenthaler, Rebecca Mergenthaler

14 17 7 14 19 71
10 Bob Sengstacken, Mino Tsutsui, Daniel Zitin 28 22 11 5 11 77

FFLLAASSHH!! !!     HHOOTT

ffoorr   GGIIFFTTSS  oorr   
TTRROOPPHHIIEESS

Once again, we have Flash pins. 

Hard Enamel Red with Silver Border.

1” long.

$7.00 each (includes shipping)

Call for quantity discount

Available from the Class Office

615/89 FLASH

LOOK TO THE 
LIGHTNING CLASS

WEB SITE

www.lightningclass.org

FOR ALL KINDS OF
USEFUL 

INFORMATION!

• How to join the 
Lightning-L email list

• How to contact the officers 
(and who they are)

• Tips for optimizing exposure at
your local boatshows

• Tips for Running a District
Championship

• Updated regatta schedules and
contact information

And much much more!  

Prices white blue colors
6” skirt 299 310 327
full-size 456 482 504
nap back rudder cover 52
sail # on cover 38

now available UV proof Goretex thread!

1744 Prescott So.
Memphis, TN 38111
Chris Rooke
(901)744-8500
website wwww.rookesails.com
email rooke@rookesails.com

ROOK E SAI L  INC.

Sunbrella Acrylic      Covers    
• light and easy to install
• material will not mildew, rot, or shrink
• made with 1st quality Sunbre l l a
• material has 5 year warr a n t y
• heat-cut edges on seams will not fray
• straight-stitch seams hide thread from UV
• delrin zipper protected w/velcro flap
• hooded mesh vents forw a rd and aft
• many colors available, samples by re q u e s t
• port or c/l boom cru t c h
• durable Goretex tread with an up charg e
• VISA/MC~add UPS, check in advance~no UPS

Flashes advertiser and cover maker for 30 years!
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Jason Werner

Fleet 192 Havre de Grace, MD,
August 21-22
This year’s regatta proved to be
another great outing for the Havre
de Grace fleet.

Saturday’s weather forecast was for
thunderstorms and rain, but in the
end provided almost ideal Lightning
conditions for the Havre de Grace
area. Twelve intrepid boats headed
out under cloudy skies and a 10-12 kt
wind from the S/SE. A wary eye was
kept to the west as approaching
storms threatened, but in the end the
weather held and the racing was per-
fect! The RC, lead by John Heffner,
was able to get in 4 races in winds
that ranged from 9-15 at times. The
southerly wind direction allowed
some good surfing possibilities for
crews willing to work the boat, and
opportunities abounded to keep the
racing interesting.

Race one started in a 10 kt Southerly.
With 10-15 degree shifts coming in
every 2-3 minutes, plus random
puffs, the ability to get free and clear
was important. So of course the
entire fleet...save one (no names of
course!)...was over early leading to
the first recall of the day. Once John
corralled everyone again, reset the
line to give a slight bit more pin bias,
and race one started with only an
individual recall. Leading the pack
with once again a great start was Pat
Phelan and his sub 400 lb crew!
Yep...sub 400! Whew! Pat was fol-
lowed quickly by Chris Crockett sail-
ing his first Lightning race, and a
pack of about 5 boats at the top
mark. We were last in this group, but
were able to take advantage of a gap
behind us, plus the natural “luffing”
for clear air that boats do, to dive low
and fast, passed this entire pack. At

the bottom mark. Pat lead by 10+
lengths, followed closely by us
(Werner), Carl Muska, Star Mikell,
Chris, and several other boats who
were coming in fast. A quick mark
rounding and a little discussion, and
everyone headed upwind. With Pat
covering the fleet, there was little
room to pass, and they cruised to a
decent downwind finish followed by
us. A good fight for 3-6th ensued
with Chris taking third.

Race 2 started in a little more wind:
12-14 kts. A last minute pin shift had
Crockett, Werner, and Phelan dash-
ing to the pin, with Pat Phelan hav-
ing an AWESOME start. The RC later
commented that he had not seen
anyone get that close before! Nice
start. Pat lost a bit on the upwind
(perhaps an extra bagel or donut
from the morning’s breakfast would
help with that weight issue), and fol-
lowed Chris and then us around the
top mark. Downwind we were able
to pass Chris and gain a clear-ahead
situation going towards the leeward
mark, with him breathing right down
our neck. Chris and crew lost sight of
us, and the leeward mark, and decid-
ed to poke their nose inside of us as
we rounded...and we shut the door,
forcing him over the mark. He was
forced to re-round the mark in the
middle of the closely following pack.
This was the gap that we needed to
extend, and we continued to extend
on the next 2 legs to finish clear. A
good battle ensued for the next posi-
tions with John Bates taking 2nd.

Race 3 had some of the best wind
right at the start.  We reached in on
port with a minute to go and got hit
right when we wanted to tack by a
really strong puff. Bearing away was
the best option, so off we went plan-
ing full-bore away from the line! 

AHHHH. A quick tack and we were
back in the game. Once again Chris
Crockett kept the pin to himself, and
several others battled for the line,
with us getting nose out on the pack.
We were able to tack onto port with
a clear path, and kept the lead
through the 4 legs. Mark Sanford
took second after a great downwind
run which kept it close.

Race 4 was 5 legs with a windward
finish; the last race for the day. With
winds still in the 10-12 range and a
slight right shift, it was a difficult race
due to the port tack being the “long”
tack. Those who could identify when
the wind was in a left shift really
made huge gains on those who had
to come across on port in a header.
Pat Phelan once again had the best
start and was able to pinch off Carl
Muska, and almost us, right after the
start. Poor Carl must have felt
abused! We were trying to keep Pat
close as they were our closest com-
petitor on points, and beating them
was a must. We led for most of the 5
legs after the wind came up a bit and
Pat was unable to keep the boat as
flat. Pat made a great last leg effort to
close the gap, and only finished sec-
ond by 2-3 boat lengths after being
down 10 or so on the last downwind
mark. Good thing the leg hadn’t
been any longer! Once again the 3-
10th places were very close: 3rd
place finish was Allan Crew followed
by Chris Crocket.

The evening weather was perfect fol-
lowing a brief rain downpour which
hosed off all boats and sails for us.
The skies cleared, keg was tapped,
tender steaks were cooked to order
by Chef Myrl, and everyone enjoyed
the evening!

Sunday's weather was great if you
had planned a picnic... but that pre-
vented us from getting the ideal sail-
ing day. The morning breeze was out
of the N, which is a VERY shifty light
wind in HdG.  Beating against the
current, and running with it, proves
to be difficult at times. As the day
warms up, the sea breeze builds
(S/SE) and combines with the
northerly to shut the wind down by
midday! And it did. But not until the
RC was able to get off Race 5 in the
light northerly. We needed a 4th to
Pat’s first to “seal” the regatta regard-
less of the points, as we lead by 10
points. So we decided to have our
worse start, and first leg, and were
back in 8th at the top mark! AHHH. 

HAVRE DE GRACE DUCK CHALLENGE

SPARE PARTS 
IN STOCK:

MASTS
BOOMS

RUDDERS
TILLERS 

SPINNAKER POLES
ASTROBLOCKS

BAILERS
HARKEN FITTINGS

FU Z Z Y  S P E C I A L T I E S

MODERNIZATION 
OUR SPECIALTY

Write or call 
JIM CARSON  
499 Princeton Avenue  
Brick, NJ 08724
Telephone 732/892-1924
FAX 732/892-1735
jgcfuzzy@comcast.net
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The Duck Challenge continued

Leading the pack with a huge mar-
gin after a great first leg was Allan
Crew (Riverton), Star Mikell, and Pat
Phelan were up there quite a bit as
well. The legs were all about getting
air (which we could not find any-
where), and huge changes in leads,
positions, etc, all occurred and kept
the last race very interesting. Pat
took 3rd to our 9th, which was
enough to keep the event close, but
not enough to give him the regatta.
But it was CLOSE!  Allan Crew really
showed up the fleet, finishing
almost a 1/2 leg clear of Star Mikell
in second, Phelan in third, and 4-9th
all finished really close as well.
Great racing.

An hour-long postponement lead to
finally sending everyone ashore;
regatta complete. The sea breeze
was getting there, but the commer-
cial traffic (I counted 4 barges
blocking the channel once) and
motorboat traffic was pretty intense,
leaving the RC no where to set a
course. The dead-low tide prevent-
ed us from setting up a course in
the flats. It took another 2 hrs for
the sea breeze to build to 8-10 kts,
but by then everyone was in, masts
down, boats packed, and keg
tapped.

Once again the HdG folks did a
GREAT job with Saturday’s dinner,
and Sunday’s lunch. Myrl and Carol
Stone were the organizers, as well as
chief cooks, and did a great job with
the steaks. St John’s catering (locat-
ed downtown Havre de Grace)
brought in the side-dishes, and it
was great all around.

This is a great regatta to put on
folks’ schedules. Located right off Rt
95 on the northern Chesapeake Bay,
it is easy to get to and in a great
location. Of course, the coveted
decoy Duck Trophies were (as
always) beautiful...and finally I get
to take one home!

Special thanks to Garrett Pensell
and Tidewater Marina for hosting
the fleet and the event. As well as all
the members of fleet 192 for putting
on the event. Plus...Capitol Logo Inc
(Heather) for the great regatta crew
outfits!

Jason Werner 15024  ●

Squam Lake NH August 28-29
Nine visitors joined nine boats from
the host fleet on August 28-29 to
make up the largest fleet of
Lightnings seen on Squam Lake in
the last twenty years. In spite of a
forecast for no wind on Saturday
and thunderstorms on Sunday, the
competitors were rewarded with
reasonable winds, warm tempera-
tures, and good racing.

Saturday afternoon brought three
races in a light and shifty thermal
from the Southwest. Three different
skippers won a race. The fleet
retired to the Squam Lakes
Association’s club house with an
expectation that the next day’s
expected thunderstorms might
make it difficult to race.

To the immense relief of all con-
cerned, Sunday morning brought a
10 knot northerly (it never blows
from that direction) that permitted
the fleet to sail two long races with
real upwind legs and long, tactically
challenging spinnaker runs. A differ-
ent two skippers won each of these
races.

With the race instructions calling for
a throw-out if all five races were
completed, there were at least five
boats with a chance to win the regat-
ta going into the last race.  Local fleet
member Dwight Gertz caught a
favorable shift on the right side of
the beat to pull into second behind
Bob Bush on the first leg and then
used the same shift to eke out a tiny
lead on the second beat.  The home
town team hung on to a small lead
all the way to the finish, Ben Wallace
from Spofford played the final beat
perfectly to slip into second, and the
score was decided by a single point
margin with the Squam crew finish-
ing with 8 points and the Bushes
with 9.

The trophy presentation and refresh-
ments were marked by a surprise
birthday cake for Bob Shapiro,
whose long time Lightning sailing
friends couldn’t let the “Big Five Oh”
go uncelebrated. Bob had done his
own personal celebrating earlier in
the day by sailing a picture perfect
opening race so he was in a good
mood and very tolerant of the assort-
ed comments made about his age.

The awards of Squam Lake memora-
bilia went to Brian Gibbs (5th),
Heather Ambrose (4th), Ben Wallace
(3rd), Bob Bush (2nd), and Dwight
Gertz and Harry Mattison (1st).

Dwight made a long and unconvinc-
ing speech trying to explain how he
and Harry had agreed to take turns
skippering and running the commit-
tee boat and that all apparent con-
flicts of interest were illusory (How
often have you seen the race com-
mittee award itself first prize in a
regatta?). Mellowed out by great
scenery, fun racing, and abundant
refreshments, the assembled crowd
of Lightning sailors accepted this
unusual result.

Squam Lake is a long way from the
major centers of sailing competition
but the scenery can make it a very
pleasant place to sail. As the crowd
broke up on Sunday afternoon, the
local fleet members were already
talking about arrangements for next
year. See you then.  ●

SQUAM LAKE 2004

FFLLAASSHH!!     

COOOOOL

Gifts or Trophies!
I L C A Class Flags!

$15 for a small one (16x24)
$22 for a large one (20x30) 

(plus postage)
To order and to pay with a credit card, 

go through our secure on-line Store, 
or contact the Class Office

615-89FLASH or 
o f f i c e @ l i g h t n i n g c l a s s . o r g
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ONE DAY AT
ONONDAGA LAKE

Hallagan R

Onondaga Yacht Club, Liverpool
NY, August 28
Years ago, this was the headquarters
for the Iroquois Indian Nation.
Later, this area of Liverpool NY was
the Salt Capital of the USA. Now,
Syracuse University wins a football
game every once in a while. Each
year the Lightnings invade
Onondaga Lake and create traffic
jams on the NYS Thruway in the
efforts to get to Onondaga Yacht
Club. This year the troopers were
overwhelmed with the nine boats
trailering in to the Onondaga One
Day Regatta.

Saturday, August 28, was HOT, and
the winds that existed were SHIFTY.
Craig Thayer is the energy and cata-
lyst that keeps this One Day Regatta
going, and sailboat racing DID hap-
pen. Señor Hendry drove all the way
from Long Island for this event, so it
had to. 

Señor Murphy decided to go right in
Race I and found the promised land.
Señora Hallagan decided to do the
same in Race II and found this to
her liking, thanks. Then Señor Tuttle
went right in Race III and guess
what happened. There was a Race
IV underway but black clouds sent
everyone to the haulout. And the
rest of the afternoon was spent at
the Salt Museum. Well, not exactly!
Hallagan J and Hallagan R were the
regatta winners.

Craig Thayer put a lot of effort into
this regatta. And thanks go to the
OYC men and women who helped
all day. So in 2005, let us see bigger
traffic james getting to the
Onondaga One Day Regatta.

Hallagan J&R 3 1 2 6
Tuttle R 6 4 1 11
Murphy C 1 5 5 11
Pope D 2 3 6 11
Atkinson L 5 6 3 14
Hendry M 4 7 4 15
Seyerlein E 8 2 7 17
Rzycak R 7 8 8 23
Osborne P 9 9 9 27

Addendum from Craig Thayer: Here
are a few shots that depict the after-
math of the line squall where the
winds topped 80mph for a brief
period. Damage was contained to
just Landy’s boat, Dick Hallagan’s
mirror on his van, and numerous
large limbs, which fortunately
missed all the parked cars. It will be
hard to top this kind of excitement
next year!   ●

Dick Tuttle’s boat was blown off its trailer

How many people does it take to carry a Lightning on to its trailer?

OYC's own Jr. Champ Joe Raite takes the plunge to recover Landy Atkinson’s
boat after it was blown off its trailer, skidded down the dock and flipped

into the water next to the hoist!
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PACIFIC COAST
CHAMPIONSHIP

Darrell Peck

Chinook Fleet, Eugene OR,
September 11-12
Here are the top five from the 2004
PCC’s:

1 Doug Hickman pts.
Hippo Thunder 14079 12

2 Darrell Peck 
Blue Bayou 14453 13

2 Philip Parshley 
Humunukunukuapaaa 1428813

**they didn’t do any tie breakers
4 Matt Henley Rocket 14841 16
5 Roger Artigues 

Foam Heads 14495 21

There were 4 races sailed in very
light and tricky conditions on
Fernridge Reservoir, Eugene OR.
Canadian Matt Henley took an early
lead. However, an altercation with
the restricted start/finish line gave
him a 10th place in race 4. Light
wind specialist, Doug Hickman
(with Gail Hickman and Kevin
Stravers), opened up a huge lead in
the final race, never gave it up and
took the win in the race and regatta.
Peck, in 9th place early in the race,
climbed back to a 3rd to end up 1
point behind Hickman. The Parshley
family, (Phil Jr., Lois, and Phil Sr.)
were consistent enough to finish
tied for 2nd with Peck. Matt Henley,
with no throw outs available, had to
settle for 4th. While Roger Artigues,
sailing John DeBenedetti’s boat with
John coaching, had speed and some
good results and ended up 5th.  ●

Excellence in
Printing & Service

Complete line of commercial printing,
design & desktop publishing:

*  digital printing
*  full-colour photocopying
*  fast, efficient short-run

& multi-colour work
*  scratch & win cards

*  aqueous coating
*  business stationery packages

*  carbonless forms
*  full in-house bindery services

*  consultation

All under one roof

3 Irving Avenue

Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1Z2

Call BOB GREY at:

Tel:  (613) 725.2600

Fax:  (613) 625.9025
Web Site: www.tyrell.ca
E-mail: bob@tyrell.ca

www.servicecanvas.com

w w w. s e rv i c e c a nv a s . c o m
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Cully Ward

Arkabutla Reservoir, Hernando MS, 
September 18-19
The Cotton Pickin’ regatta was one of the best I can
remember.  Frances had passed through East Tennessee,
with all of the rain out of Middle Tennessee by Friday
morning, pushed out by a big high pressure coming in
from the west, long before we left Nashville for Memphis
and Hernando Mississippi.  Our expectation was that the
high would be dominant and since there had been little
change in temperature with the passage of the front, we
did not expect any wind to speak of.  We were pleasantly
surprised when on Saturday the wind was from 6 to 12
all day long.

The races were run by members of the Hobie fleet at the
Hernando Yacht Club. Each of the three fleets there
helps out when the other has a regatta.  It is clear that
there is a lot of mutual respect between the members of
the fleets, making those of us who were from out of
town feel all the more welcome. 

With the wind from the northeast the local rule of “sail
toward the clubhouse” proved to be a valuable rule to
follow.  Those who got good starts in the first race were
suckered out to the right away from the clubhouse
because the Thistles that started before us (so they could
get in early to bring lunch back for the rest of us) found
really good pressure on that right.  Only problem was,
the shore effect caused the wind to go left as we
approached the mark and those in the good wind to the
right found themselves sailing the big banana.  We went

in for lunch and back out for 3 more in wind that built a
little but remained from the same direction and the “go
left” rule paid off a lot more than it did not.  

My formerly regular crew, Jan (Thompson) Mattix and
her husband, Robert agreed to sail with me. After the first
day of sailing, it was obvious that the combination of
them as crew and our new Allen boat and new sails
(guess) were really fast.  

Following the races we headed for Dave Dickson’s
house just down the road for barbeque, beer and con-
versation.  The Dixon’s are very generous with their
home, their dogs, gardens and humming birds.  It seems
as though we were all tired because the last guests were
leaving about 8:30 and the dearth of stories the next
morning would suggest that all went home and to bed,
most of us having trouble staying awake through half
time of the U.T./Florida game.  

Sunday was even more surprising with winds around 15
from the same direction.  Going into the final race, there
were 5 boats virtually tied for second place.  Bill Baxter,
Jr. was able to plane a couple of times, causing him to
break away from the pack to take second, but Dave
Young who sailed with two local and obviously talented
female crew Batton Kennon arranged for him, stayed
close enough to finish 4th in the race and second in the
regatta. Brad Currie had his son, Nate, on board for his
first regatta, and Nate seemed to love it as did Brad.  

We always love going to lake Arkabutla in the fall.  We
love the sailing, the cotton fields and the kudzu, but most
of all we just like going.  ●

COTTON PICKIN’ REGATTA

NEW FROM US SAILING
www.sailingcourse.com

If you have not visited www.sailingcourse.com, it is time to do
so. Sailing Course dot COM is a US SAILING website, free for
public viewing, and currently has a new easy-to-use FLASH 
navigational interface.
The site currently houses: 

• Six sailing courses and one powerboating course,
with a total of eight online computer graded tests.
• 660 text documents with 254,000 words of text,
numerous pictures and illustrations. 
• 89 Video Presentations, 16 animated gifs, 6
PowerPoint presentation, 8 FLASH presentations, and
2 interactive JAVA programs. 

Recent Website Expansions Include: 
• "Introduction To Sailboat Racing"   This section is for
the sailor who wishes to get started in racing it is divid-
ed into two parts  
• "Basics of Sailboat Racing" and "The Basic Rules Of
Sailboat Racing" and uses 16 Computer Animated
Videos, two FLASH Slide presentations along with a MS
Producer Video Presentations (and for Dial-Up users
there is an HTML version).  After reviewing the two
sections you can take a 20 question racing test to test
your knowledge. 
• “The Many Ways To Experience Sailing”  This section
discusses the different types of sailing and is targeted
to the non-sailor.  It is available in HTML, FLASH Slides
and MS Producer Video format.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY USSAILING



October/November 04 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– lightningefla s h e s ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  page 27

Matt Burridge 14834- Yeti

Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club,
September 25-26
One of the greatest forces in human
nature is hope that promises
redemption. In my case it was the
hope that I could break the urban
regatta Chicago jinx (not the Cubs
but the Red Flannels) after having
finished 2nd 7 times in 10 RF regat-
tas over a 19 year span of time. In the
bad old days it seemed that we
would always tie for the win but lose
on the tie breaker or be out sailed by
superior talent, more hungry com-
petitors or just more creative minds
at the very last possible moment to
snatch victory from our grasp. This
had become a bad mojo thing.  The
excellent social aspect to this event
(“more reggae, less ice sculptures”)
kept us coming back with hope for
redemption..  

This year was different. We did not
practice, project, or think beyond
how to rig the boat (duh) and hit the
first shift correctly. My relative
absence from the racing game fueled
my personal desire to win this one
despite the old(er) boat, old(er) sails
and me (just plain old).  The compe-
tition was a mix of the usual sus-
pects, a tough, tested, “old school/
old war horse” group and another
type of youthful, fun, smiling, open
and learning new competitors as typ-
ified by the Lundeen team from
Sheboygan. This latter group was
pre-selling 2005 NAs T-shirts and had
a ticket to Hawaii in their hiking
pants (Area K Adams Cup Finalists in
training). Both groups are packed
with our friends but stood in the way
of Red Flannels redemption. 

The sailing venue at Montrose Park
and has a great view of the down-
town of America’s self proclaimed
“2nd city’s” Miracle Mile, Sears and
John Hancock towers,  Nippon
Airways 747-400s on final to O’Hare
and a beautiful green, clean and well
policed (ahem) park which  houses
the harbor and the Chicago
Corinthian Yacht Club. 

As with last year, the team was Dan
and Tobi Moriarty, who were relaxed
but hungry. Tobi says Dan is always
hungry, which is good because 24
other boats all wanted the same
thing.   

Race #1 - We were lucky enough to
start well and repelled all boarders in

a 10 knot breeze from the north with
lumpy seas. We rounded ahead of a
tight group with Dave “ragae man”
Stix,  Bill Faude and Paul Wurtzebach
right on our heels. We sailed cleanly
despite a 35’ cabin boat day sailing
that appeared to be able to pass us
safely on starboard in the 2nd beat.
However the lady at the helm
freaked out when we hailed her to
pass, so she slam dunked us, backed
her genoa in the process and went
hove to immediately in front of us.
Dan and Tobi performed air traffic
control and we were able to clear us
without further incident. After we
returned to a normal pulse rate  (10
minutes later downwind), took the
gun and saw Faude and Wurtzebach
catch Stix right at the finish. For us
the sun shone a bit brighter, the
wind a bit more fresh and the day
was filled with hope for excellent
racing.  

Race #2 – The Bill Show.  My recent
sub-par starting prowess reappeared
and Bill Faude with Deano Cady and
Jared Drake on board had this one
nailed on the first 2 shifts upwind.
By the 2nd beat we felt we were clos-
ing and would have a close crossing
situation with us on port.
Unfortunately I waited too long to
duck and Faude’s team pulled off a
sweet slam dunk as we were duck-
ing. Matt completely teabagged him-
self and Dan sheeted in the main to
emerge the sputtering skipper.
Faude had a great view of my wet,
balding head as he motored to the
windward mark and the win. We
were 2nd,  Dave Stix  had the 3rd. 

Race #3 – Revenge of the lumps -
The breeze shifted right to almost 30
degrees and came up to 14 knots,
the waves got more lumpy and star-
board tack was more directly into
the waves, forcing a different sail
twist set up on one tack from the
other.  Dave Sprague port tacked the
fleet with Canadian bravado. Our
changes allowed us to liftoff of the
leeward boats while heading into the
waves (but go no faster) and on port
we achieved the same altitude (but
had a small speed advantage) vs. our
competitors except for Faude.
However none of that helps you
start better. We cheered for Dave at
the start as he sailed by and then set
about how to catch him. Off the
wind the port gybe was a mini “surf-
fest” if the right steering and one
pump surf technique was used.. We

had a fun, clean race, went the right
way and were lucky enough not to
be thrown off guard by the lumps
and port tack starters.  Dan and Tobi
had to be very agile to go from the
centerboard trunk to full hiking at a
moments’ notice as the changes in
pressure made for difficult and vari-
ant boat handling depending upon if
you were at the top of a lump or
mired into one or more. Our speed
came from my teammates boat bal-
ance. In the end we eaked out a 10
second gap over Bill “give me the
epidural” Faude (ask Julie). Against
Bill’s team the margins of speed and
point were non-existent, boat han-
dling was dead even and it was
becoming apparent that these 2
boats had an invisible bungee cord
between them.  We collected the
win, Bill 2nd Paul W 3rd  but Stix was
OCS. 

Race #4 -  No one can leave,  a theft
has occurred. - This one was clean
despite our significant overstanding
the first windward mark and Paulie
getting there just in front of us.  Later
after gaining the lead, we made a
bad mistake at the worst time, the
final run to the finish. While sailing
deep on starboard gybe Faude and
Wutzebach were immediately
behind and gybed to port first,
gained separation and a puff before
we gybed to defend. As a result we
were passed by both of these strong
teams.   However, while only 100
yards from the finish line we noticed
a significant favor on the pin end,
gybed,  caught 2 waves and surged /
surfed to nip Bill by 3-4’ for the win.
We’d dropped the ball and been
lucky enough to recover it in the end
zone! Sometimes luck just goes your
way and as Bruin used to say “When
it is your turn, it is your turn” (also
the pin was closer to the harbor with
beer keg and the boat was thirsty).
Team Yeti  1-2-1-1, Bill 2-1-2-2, Paul
3-7-3-3,  Dave Sprague with his team
of Canadian all stars from Toronto
had  5-3-9-4.  

The reggae band “Roots, Stems and
Branches” set up their equipment at
3:30pm, however they did not start
playing until 8:30pm because it took
that time for them to smoke all the
roots, stems and branches they could
find before the gig. The party was
rolling (no pun intended), Tobi got
on the bandstand and danced, the
moon was nearly full and high in the
sky, and the air was cool, dry and

NEVER QUIT –  
THE RED FLANNELS
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Our Covers Are Expensive
...so they can cost less!

Sure our covers may cost more, but they last longer! So
your cost per year of use is actually less than the cheaper imitations.

6 STYLES:
Trailing/Mooring

Full deck cover for trailing and/or fits with mast up
Mooring

Full deck over boom
Cockpit

Boom tent that covers from mast to transom
Skirted

Full deck &sides
available in Mooring or Trailing version

Bottom Cover
Soft flannel lined canvas with shock cord & drain hole

Rudder Cover
Soft flannel lined canvas

• Fabrics finished to our specifications
• Strongest possible flat-felled (Levi) seams
• More reinforcements than other brands
• Attaching hardware provided
• Designed for competitive sailors by multi-class 

National Champion Bob Rowland
• Manufacturing &stocking Lightning covers since 1972

VISA/MCorders call: 937-862-7781
For fabric samples, pictures and prices:

The Sailor’s Tailor
1480 West Spring Valley Paintersville Road 
Spring Valley OH 45370

crystal clear. There were fireworks in
the city on the waterfront. Team Yeti
stopped for ice cream and relaxed in
a hot shower. I slept like a baby.
Maybe the curse was really gone
after all. It was nearly a perfect day. 

Race #5 – The moment of truth –
Was it all a dream?  The next morn-
ing the wind was right were we left
it, 30 degrees but only 7 knots at a
peak.  The usual suspects (Sprague,
Faude, Stix and Wurtzebach) all
were near pin the start but we were
2nd row looking right up their tran-
som flaps, oops. We hung on as long
as we could and waited for an
escape route to present itself. After
the tack our boat stretched it’s long
legs on port and found pressure to
recover from the start and rounded
behind fellow Carlylian, Terry Burke
with his 2 boys Brian and Edd on
board. We worked on going fast
with aggressive gibing angles as
needed to maintain momentum in
the sloppy water and easing wind
velocity.  We got the gun right at the
boat (loud, ouch!).   

There was only enough time for one
race before the 1pm deadline, we
speculated. That meant a 6 race , 1
throw out event.  We believed the
curse to be gone but started Race #6
anyway, just to be sure. 

Race#6 – What me worry? – Have
you ever done something so smart
(you think) that you look like a
moron (what everyone else thinks)
later? We decided to start #6 and got
a beautiful pin end start with speed
and point just in time for a 30 degree
right shift with 2 knots more pres-
sure to hammer us to the dirt from 

the right. The wind was dying and so
were we on the great circle route a
1/2 mile away from the wind.  There
might have been a boat behind us
but I am not sure, I know Faude was
first to the windward mark and 1/2
of the way down the run before we
got to the offset mark.  All I could
think was I hope this takes a LOT of
time because if this is the last race,
we should retire and win the race to
the hoist. However if another race
was possible, we needed to have a
good one because a 20+ was going
to be a whopper of a throw out. 

As we contemplated our uncertain
fate, the time space continuum and
why Argon constitutes a measurable
percentage of the Earth’s atmos-
phere,  Terry Burke was sailing the
race of his life. He caught Faude
played left and then right on the beat
legging out on the 2nd place Faude
by 5+minutes.  We retired, caught a
DNF and a tow in. Celebration erupt-
ed when the 1 pm deadline passed
and there would be no race #7. We
had been redeemed and the private
curse broken.

At the awards ceremony Bill Faude
asked the honorable Ms. Janet
Baxter, President of USSA, competi-
tors, RC staff and volunteers to
observe a moment of silence to
honor our friend Jack Elfman. We
wished him Godspeed and all felt
grateful to have we’d known him
and seen his passion for the light-
ning, sailing and his fierce loyalty to
friends. 

Come to the Red Flannels. It promis-
es redemption, hope and fantastic
sailing conditions and a sense of per-
spective on our place in the sailing
universe.    ●

Never Quit continued from 
previous pageSpeed&Smarts

SpeedandSmarts@optonline.com

www.SpeedandSmarts.com

P.O. Box 435

Easton CT 06612

USA

phone 

800-356-2200

or

203-445-0734

fax 203-445-0735

Annual subscription

rate is $40 in the US, 

$45 in Canada, 

$50 in all other

countries.

Subscriptions 

outside the US

include 

air mail postage.

Speed&Smarts is

published 

bi-monthly, 

six times per year.



October/November 04 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– lightningefla s h e s ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  page 29

We were not in immediate danger,
and two boats that had not gone
back to shore saw us, and came to
help. Joan Hurban was first to come,
and she went to find a crash boat.
Then Ben Spiller came by (14550).
They sailed by hot on a broad reach
just below us. Their middle crew
Jonathan Ribitch did a Navy Seal
style back flip into the water, swam
over, helped us get the bow of the
boat into the wind, reached up and
pulled on the centerboard with John
and me. We managed to get the boat
righted, but the mast was snapped in
two places. We assumed that the
spinnaker pole, bucket, paddles and
lots of other stuff were on the bot-
tom. Not a good day so far.

Jon reboarded his boat and they also
went off to find a crash boat. We
worked to get the boat in some kind
of order, and periodically stood up
and waved for help. Finally one of
the small patrol boats heading back
to shore saw us and towed us in. We
were wet and frazzled, but other
than a multiple-piece mast, nothing
else was lost.

When we hit the beach, the class
really turned it on. A whole group of
people helped us get the boat up on
our trailer and into the parking lot
and began straightening out all the
pieces. We wanted to buy a new
mast from Tom Allen Jr. and he
would have been happy to sell us
one if he had it, we were the 10th
boat to break a mast. He did have a
used mast available at his plant in
Buffalo. If we wanted to go over
there in the afternoon he would
help us re-rig it. Bill Bogardus and
Jarrett Lynn of Metedeconk helped
save the sails and organize the tan-
gled mess of lines. Bob Sengstacken
from Nyack spent a chunk of time
helping drill out all the hardware
from old mast. Bob and Sterling
Bush gave us all their tools and
numerous other folks pitched in the
rescue effort. By 3:00 we were on
the way to the Allen Boat Works
where Tom, his father, his brother
Jim, and his nephew Rob, along with
Sara, John and I all worked for three
hours modifying the mast for our
boat.

At 10:00 p.m. we were back in the
Canoe Club parking lot rigging the
mast and trying to figure out how to
re-rig the boom vang, redo blocks
and all the other things needed to 

make our new mast fit the boat. Jim
Allen arrived at 11:00 p.m. and
helped with the rigging, showing us
how to get the boom vang right;
Dave Sprague helped with parts for
the forestay and arranged to remea-
sure us in the morning. After mid-
night we gave up on our tuning
efforts and went to bed. The next
morning, Greg Fisher showed up
and changed 2 blocks, tightened the
lowers and retuned the rig in 5 min-
utes right to the tuning guide. We
were in the water ready to go having
not missed one race. Of course this
was the day we sat on the water
drifting and swimming for 4 hours
until later in the day when the
breeze filled in.

Our many thanks to the Lightning
Class for putting on a great event,
and helping out a competitor when
we found ourselves in a serious diffi-
culty. It is a great compliment to the
Lightning Class that they went so far
above and beyond to pitch in and
make things better for a competitor
who could have had not only an
unhappy week, but real troubles in
the water. We can report the new
mast worked fine on the water, and
we had a great regatta. Thanks again
to all the Lightning Class.    ●

Editor’s note: Peter went on to 
capture 8th place in the President’s
Cup

Capsized . . . continued from page 1 WOMEN’S 
NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONS

photos by Bill Clausen

Champion Jody Swanson, 
Lauren Jones, Maddie Waldron

Runner-Up Debbie Probst (far right),
Katherine Maloney, Caitlyn Hayden

2nd Runner-Up Jen Millar, 
Melinda Berg, Jane Allen

4th Place Kathy Lundeen, 
Denise Strand, Lynelle Reak 
(1st time at the WJM NA’s)
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JUNIORS NA CHAMPS PERSPECTIVE ON
THE MASTERS’

FROM MIDDLE TN
Bruce Richards

Though it’s always good to be
home again, the sailor in me
would loved to spend another
week like the last, sailing
Lightnings out of Buffalo Canoe
Club with Mandy and Hof ... and
watching our District’s juniors
(Ian Schillebeeckx, Beth Ward
and Lucas Hofmeister on 14901
and Nick Beckmann, Edd Burke
and Ian Moriarity on 14836) sail
very well too.

The “new boat” is fast, Hof is sail-
ing well in breeze, Mandy is a
brilliant tactician, and I finally fig-
ured out the four strings at my
fingertips (jib wire tension, jib
cloth tension, jib lead position
and jib sheet) that gave us infi-
nite control over jib shape from
the fully hiked position ... albeit
with a nanosecond delay in con-
ditions that changed every two
minutes or less. We were leading
the last race only to discover that
the “windward” mark we passed,
giving the second place boat
space, was actually the finishing
mark of a shortened course!
Nonetheless, the second place
finish secured a fifth place in the
final standings and a beautiful
watercolor painting of
Lightnings coming off a starting
line ... and a thrilling sponta-
neous accented “well done, very
well done” from Chile’s Tito
Gonzalez ... current World and
Southern Circuit champion who
crewed for Tom Allen, Sr (sixth
overall). 

Ian, Beth and Lucas also led their
last race until “the bigger boys”
ground them down upwind in
strong breeze.  They had some
picture perfect starts and sailed a
solid nine-race series to place
fifth overall in a 17-boat junior
fleet ... with enough energy left
over for beach volleyball and
ultimate frisbee.  I predict that
we’ll see them (or at least their
transoms) again.

I also predict that HIYC’s teams
(William, Mandy and Chip
Clifton who finished sixth in
Sunfish NA’s last month ... and
Cully, Beth and Jim Ward), both
in new boats, will have a great
time at NA’s in the week ahead.

Smooth sailing!  ●

MASTERS NA CHAMPS

Dick Hallagan, Nancy Bargar, Steve Davis

Billy Neal, Larry MacDonald, Larry Bone

Don Barrett, Judy Hanlon, Donna Barrett

George Fisher, Tom Emch, Greg Shea

William Hofmeister (far right), 
Bruce Richards, Mandy Hofmeister

John Newell, Elliza Pope-Collins, Joe Raite

Ben Spiller (middle), 
Jake Den Boer, Jonathan Ribich

Meagan Ruhlman (middle), 
Ian Gilliland, Martha Fisher

Bill Healy, Conor Healy, Tim Jones

Ian Schillebeeckx, 
Beth Ward, Lucas Hofmeister
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MEMBERSHIP DUES are due in January for the 2005 Season!

❑  Active $45.00 yearly membership includes eFlashes only

❑  Active $57.00 yearly membership plus paper Flashes ❑ eFlashes too

❑  Associate $26.00 yearly membership includes eFlashes only

❑  Associate $38.00 yearly membership plus paper Flashes ❑ eFlashes too

❑  Crew $10.00 yearly membership includes eFlashes only

❑  Crew $22.00 yearly membership plus paper Flashes ❑ eFlashes too

Active/Skipper                                                                           Age              
with eFlashes option $45.00 ❑

with paper Flashes option $57.00 ❑
Address                                                                                          

                                                                                         

email                                                                             Boat Name                                                              

Home Telephone                                                     Fleet #                                                                    

Work Telephone                                                     Fleet Name                                                             

FAX                                                                             Sailing Waters                                                      

HEY SKIPPERS!  ADDITIONAL MEMBERSHIPS CAN MAKE NICE HOLIDAY GIFTS!
Memberships for Associate and Crew include subscription to eFlashes . 

There is an additional charge for subscription to paper Flashes .

Associate                                                                           Age              with eFlashes option $26.00 ❑
with paper Flashes option $38.00 ❑

Address                                                                           
email                                                                 

                                                                          

Crew                                                                           Age              with eFlashes option $10.00 ❑
with paper Flashes option $22.00 ❑

Address                                                                           
email                                                                 

                                                                          

Crew                                                                           Age              with eFlashes option $10.00 ❑
with paper Flashes option $22.00 ❑

Address                                                                           
email                                                                 

                                                                          

Additional Donation to ILCA Fund . This portion of your payment may be tax-deductible.                           
A Donation of $50 or more qualifies you for a GOLD CIRCLE Membership. Put one on your hull today!

Additional Donation to Limbaugh Fund . This portion of your payment may be tax-deductible.                           

Additional Donation to History Fund . This portion of your payment may be tax-deductible.                           

Signature                                                                            

Payable in US Currency to I.L.C.A.

Total Enclosed

eFlashes is included for all Memberships. 
Paper Flashes is an additional $12.00.

The Yearbook is included for 
Active & Associate Memberships.
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YEARBOOK
REPORTS 

DUE NOW!
Send to

yearbook@lightningclass.org
and office@lightningclass.org

From The International Lightning Class Association www.lightningclass.org
P.O. Box 10747
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 USA

Lightning eFlashes from
office@lightningclass.org

COMPASSES - Tacktick and 
others, blocks, cleats,  tiller

extensions and other hardware;
Seitech and Magic Marine 

products; shockcord and line;
class flags, race flags, US flags,

flagpoles.
Competitive prices, friendly 
service. Call Craig Thayer at
FabriCraft: 315-458-3991 or 

e-mail  fabricraft@a-znet.com

Used/New Sails - Scott Sails 
Scott Finkboner at Scott Sails
P.O. Box 7832, San Diego CA 92167
phone/fax 619/222-8788; 
email scottsails@cox.net

Main & Jib, North Sails, new April
2003, $399. Contact: 315-331-5664,
Dick Hallagan, 116 Grant Street,
Newark NY 14513

2000 North M5 Main, 5A Jib & AP
Poly Spin - as a set $350 FFA Call Bob
at 262-375-8750 or r.franke@att.net

Bryant oval aluminum Lightning
mast. Rigged and ready. $600. Oval
aluminum Lightning mast, maker
unknown, rigged. $500. Wooden
Lightning masts. Rigged. $600-$900.
Wooden booms, $200-$400.
Wooden spinnaker pole, $75. Sails
for wooden Lightning mast, with
metal track slugs, $200. Trailer for
Lightning, $400. Motorboat trailer ˆ
will carry Lightning. $250. Joel
Thurtell, 11803 Priscilla Lane,
Plymouth, MI 48170. 734-453-8303.
joel_thurtell@hotmail.com

Nickels & Holman (wood) #7959. 2
sets of original sails (one hardly
used), spinnaker, teak interior, wood
mast, boom, rudder, tiller and spin-
naker pole. Original fittings and steel
painted centerboard. Orange hull
with bronze copper bottom. Boat
was stored mostly inside, very good
condition. Call Hank Callahan at 248-
673-7792 or 941-813-756-3275 (Jan-
March), e-mail pbarge2@aol.com
$1600 (PYC, MI)

9834 Fiberglass, wooden spars. 2
sets of sails, 2 spinnakers. Trailer. 6
hp long-shaft Evinrude. Ready to sail
or motor. $1200. Les Prokop  
(H): 203-467-5636; email
ljplightning@comcast.net (CT)

10810 Lippincott white with a light
blue deck. Completely upgraded
and race ready: faired bottom, flota-
tion tanks, bulkhead, chainplates
already moved, 700 lbs. Ovals, stain-
less steel board, sails too numerous
to count, aluminum trailer, covers.
Stored indoors. $5750 Bob
Harkrider 706/733-5449 or 
706/738-3815 bob@accesscpa.net
(GA)

13158 Allen, yellow hull, white deck,
new Bryant mast, race ready, always
day sailing, 2 sets of North sails,
main, jib & spinnaker, trailer.
Located in Ocean City NJ. George
Glenn (856) 327-8888 (w) or
GGlenn3@aol.com

14089 Nickels - All white. Well main-
tained, very competitive. 700lbs.
Covers - travel, mast, rudder, and
drysail. One set of race and various
practice sails. $6500. Arthur
Merdinian (W) 314-280-6674  
(H) 314-280-6674 
merdinian@earthlink.net (MO)

14418 Allen, stainless board, galv
trailer, trailing and cockpit cover, 1
good set of sails w/new main, white
w/gray deck. $9000.00 Clay Murphy
W: 315-727-2759  H: 315-683-9605
pamandclaymurphy@aol.com (NY)

Allen 14453 w/ trailer, 1st Area-H
Mallory Eliminations, PNW District
Champs, 2004 Memorial Day
Regatta, 2004 VSLC Regatta, Stainless
Board, Top, Trailer, Mast and Rudder
covers, 2 mains, 2 jibs, 2 spinnakers,
compass, race tuned and ready.
Delivery to mid-west possible.
$7500. Darrell Peck w) 503/449-2863
h) 503/669-3659, email
darrell.peck@comcast.net (OR)

14713 1995 Nickels. Well main-
tained. Recent upgrades to rigging,
cosmetic work to haul and deck by
Nickels May 04. Sails, trailer. Race
Ready. Asking 10,500. Ed Seyerlein
(w) 607-723-7481 (h) 607-427-0565
eseyerlein@cookcompanies.net
(NY)

Back Page Ads:  

Members 20¢ per word, $5.00 minimum; 

Non-members 40¢ /word, $10.00 minimum.

Send copy to Class Office by phone, fax, mail or email.

Classified ads are posted to the web site separately. 

See Class web site for details on posting ads there.

The BEST Lightning Spars today!
Bryant Performance Spars Inc.

1297 Bailey Avenue
P.O. Box 785

Buffalo NY 14240 USA
phone 716/893-1100

fax 716/893-1121
BryantSparsInc@aol.com

NICKELS DEALER 

+ USED LIGHTNINGS

ALL PRICE RANGES

Used Covers & Sails 

Dealer for North & Shore Sails &Gill

Call JOE DISSETTE

DISSETTE SAIL YACHT SALES 

Lightning Sailor since 1945  

55th+ Anniversary!!

Sailing Carousel 34 (14933)

6121 Thornberry Ct., Midland, MI 48640   

Phone “anytime” 989-631-2133

dissettesail@chartermi.net 
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WOMEN

1 Jody Swanson, Lauren Jones, Maddie Waldron 2 Debbie Probst, Katherine Maloney, Caitlyn Hayden

3 Jen Millar, Melinda Berg, Jane Allen 4 Kathy Lundeen, Denise Strand, Lynelle Reak 5 Cortney O’Connor, Kate Brush, Meghan Crann

6 Elizabeth Dodge, Donna Sereno, Erin McReynolds 7 Jennifer Princing, Sarah Caine, Bev Keeler 8 Kelly Crane, Anne Allen, Brenda Crane

9 Rachel Moloney, Erin Gregory, Emily Moloney 10 Sarah Montgomery, Sarah Neal, Emily Neal 11 Monica Jones, Mimi Steadman, Elise Stevens

Photos by Bill Robbins (BR) and Bill Clausen (BC)
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JUNIORS

Apres Sail - Junior Volleyball!!

1 John Newell, Elizabeth Pope-Collins, Joe Raite

4 Bill Healy, Conor Healy, Tim Jones

7 Charlie Scanlon, Tim Scanlon, Abigail Digel

2 Ben Spiller, Jonathan Ribich, Jake Den Boer

5 Ian Schillebeeckx, Beth Ward, Lucas Hofmeister

8 Matthew Schon, Michael Crann, Tara Schon

3 Maegan Ruhlman, Ian Gilliland, Martha Fisher

6 Chad Miller, Daniel Kagan, Tanya Miller

9 Peter Hazelett, Brad Harris, Derrick Deming
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JUNIORS

10 Nicholas Beckmann, Edd Burke, Ian Moriarty 11 Nick Aswad, Connor Aswad, Maxwell Far 12 Drew Bergan, John Songin, Brendan Heussler

13 Jeff Robbins, Andy Wright, Adam Craglia 14 Patrick Whistler, Tom Sheedy, TJ Wright 15 Alex Hess, Jeff LaPalme, Andrew Hess

16 Bergan Ackerman, Natalie Fohl, Geoffrey Pictor 17 Will Carry, Bob Dobmeier, Sever Call 18 Achille Scache, Bill Madel,  Matthew Madel

Photos by Bill Robbins (BR) and Bill Clausen (BC)
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MASTERS
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Please go to our Website www.BillRobbinsPhotography.com

Click on Events - Select Regattas - Select Event by Date

View and Order On-line

585-586-6888

Cell #: 585-314-4638

Email: Bill@BillRobbinsPhotography.com

P HOTOS ON B ONUS PAGES FROM B ILL ROBBINS AND B ILL CLAUSEN

Photography by Wm Clausen
Bill Clausen 

(aka ILCA Chief Measurer)
claufam@aol.com

610-381-3592


