THE 1949 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
MIAMI, FLORIDA

Bertram Wins Again! Bob Graf Second

L'.!:|:,- in the week sails began to blessom out on the
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the sun. Every day more boats trailed in to the Marina at
Dinner Key and were launched for trial runs and tune
ups, T|u' '.'-'Jhi_E:\ Were !-:'l."\.h masat |1r l|:|' Liffié du:ll'lE

week, with occasional squalls to test the alertness of skip-
pers and -.In:nj;l;h af gEar This vear there were no har-
rowing eliminations races, as a new system of seénding

district champions to the Internationals has been adopred.
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any Lightning sailor who wishes to enter. Sixteen boats
;'.:1111:[:*.;[ in this event, !.li!lr-.;_{ three races, one ¢ach
morning of the regarta, The
held in the afternoon, which was calculated to give the
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social activities. Three local wacht clubs joined forces

tta a success, the Biscayne Bay Y. C.,
C. and the Coconut Grove Sailing Club.

1 | |
o make the r¢

the Miami Y,



Whoever was responsible for ordering the weather de-
seeves special commendation, for it was just abour per-
fect. One little squall before the regatta provided a bit
of amusement when it caught defending champion Dick
Bertram with his spinnaker set, and dunked him and
his crew, Charlie Kchoe and George Crawford (Daddy
of the Florida Lightnings). This episode, commemorated
in song by Cal Yaudas with such enthusizstic vocalists
as Bob Graf and Walt Swindeman to immaortalize it,
should never be forgotten,

FIRST RACE

The aftcrnoon of September second was warm and
windy, and 32 boats beat their way out 1o a starting line
in the middle of the bay. The course was angular, a
mile to a leg, and had to be sailed twice around.. Excite-
ment was increasing among spectators on the sightsecing
boat as the warning gun was fired and the top contenders
started maneuvering for a good spot on the line. With
a fresh breeze from the east it didn't take them long to
get across the line, when the fleet divided into two groups,
making it almost impossible 1o tell who was leading. As
they came about and converged upen the first mark,
Charlie Allaire of Red Bank, M. J., in Avenger, was out
in front, elosely followed by Gerrit Foster of Milwaukee
in Scud. Third around the mark was Karl Smither of Eg.
gertsville, M. Y, in Thermis Thrice, and Ed Overton of
Fairhope, Alabama sailed Volanta around the mark in
his wake. Defending Champion Dick Bertram of Miami
was Fifth at the mark, but Volanta's main halliard broke,
forcing Ed out of the race and putting Bertram's Sue in
fourth position. Two battles ensued, between Allaire and
Foster, Smither and Bertram. Dick carried his spinnaker
right to the mark on the run, and succeeded in passing
Smither, but only for a moment, for Karl skinned by him
in turning the mark, and remained in thied place all the
way to the finish, in spite of the efforts of Sue's crew,
who hiked our till spectators thought they would surely
lose a man overboard. A pattern of rain clouds piled up
to windward and marched down the bﬂ'!rr- thrt:ll’f!'ling w
soak all hands, but the next leg of the course carried
them clear of it, and the enly soakings were saly ones,
as the brisk wind whipped white caps on the bay. The
boys really get a work out on the windward leg of the see-
ond heat, but in spite of their best efforts the positions
remained the same. Bob Graf of Buffale, in Rampage,
turned the mark in fifth place, followed by George Malu-
dy. in Adonis.

On the home stretch spinnakers again appeared, and
Bertram seemed to be hawving rrouble with his. When it
started drawing Sue stepped out in pursuit of Thermis
Thrice, and managed to pick up a couple of boat lengths.
Charlie Allaire was the first to cross the finish line with
Gerrit Foster in his wake. A slight increase in the wind
hraughl: Bertram up nlul:gsidc— Smither, and to all appear-
ances he was in line far third place, Horrorstruck ob-
servers suddenly realized that Bertram was ourside the
buoy, and would ner cross the line on the course he was
sailing. Groans went up from rooters on the spectator
boat, and Thermis got the gun for third place. In the
nick of dme Bertram saw his error and hardened on the
wind to skid around the marker saf:l].r. Graf was so close
behind that he might well have been fourth had the
ch;mpiun not succeeded n squeering  past the mark.
Adonis swept over the line in hor pursuic

]

SECOND RACE

The second race of the series was sailed in winds of 12
to 13 miles an hour, and the sun {courtesy of the Cham-
ber of Commerce) was really on the job, The course was
windward and leeward, a mile and a half to the leg, and
everyone was watching for some of Walt Swindeman's
spectacular windward work. Bertram got out of a seem-
ingl:,.r I'LCI'P-EI.ESS traffic jam at the start, and was our in
front with the best as the sitwation began to clarify,
Swindeman was the last to cross the line, but those who
could follow the race with binoculars saw him weaving
through the flect to turn the first mark ahead of all con-
tenders. Bertram, on the other hand, steadily lost ground
in an unaccouniable way, wll he was down w fifteenth
place, and seemingly out of the running. He seemed to
be having some trouble, and later explained that a hal-
yard Fitting had failed and his sail had not been all the
way up on that initial beat. Boats changed position so
fast that until the finish it looked like anyone’s race. Sue
got her sail up properly on the run, and after rurning
the mark for the second |:|]:|1 in thirteenth piaﬂ: Bertram
emulated Swindeman’s Ecg\cnd.’lry windward :evchn'tque
and marched up the bay in a series of short tacks, round-
ing the weather mark in second place behind Thermis
Theice.

As they entered the home stretch, Bob Graf, who was
fourth at the mark, got his spinn:ll:tr d.rawing ahead of
the others, and did his utmost to catch Swindeman, whe
was 2 jump ahead, Rampage and Yankee Doodle foughe
it out, while Sue inched up on Thermis. Scud did some
scudding. under the expert guida:ncl: of Gerrit Foster,
and passed Yankee Doodle. Oscar Nelson of Miami, in
Buccaneer, had the same idea, but there wasn't time be-
fore the finish to accomplish it

Observers were limp from esxcitement, and no one
dared to predict anything after the upsets that had al-
:t::ld!.r amazed them. It was abvious that Sue had no in-
tention of waiting for anyone, and with spinnaker draw-
ing she flew down wind to finish ahead of the fleer she
had followed at the outser. Rampage took second place
in the race, with 39 points accumulated, two points be-
hind Sue. Thermis Thrice was third in the race but sec-
ond in overall standing with 60 points, an honer shared
with Scud, whose fourth place also brought Foster's
score to G0, Swindeman placed fifth for the race, and
Oscar MNelson was sixth. Charlie Allaire, :]':ough kack in
number seven spot, still had a scare of 38, making him
a real threar in the final standings, Vitorio Ferraz of Sao
Paula, Brazil, sailing The Youngster, a borrowed Miami
boat, dropped out of the race after discovering thatr he
had failed te turn a mark properly, Qur most distant
cantender, a real sportsman, deserves berrer luck,

THIRD RACE

Ideal s:u'h'ng conditions seill pr:vmi!;d on the final -:.[a.y
of the regatta. Five of the country’s best sailors were
within three points of each other, and it promised to be
a thrilling contest. As the boars converged on the wind-
ward mark of this two |4.'g course, Charlie Allaire was in
number one position, with Dick Bertram right behind.
George Maludy brought Adonis around in Sue's wake
just ahead of Swindeman, who in this race had an ex-
cellent start. Spinnakers filled as the mark was left astern,
and Sue took the lead as the fleet ran down wind. A dark

squall threatened, kicking up the white caps in advance



of the rain. Striking with unexpected force, the first puff
cqugh: Ed Overton’s Volanta with her E!ig_ sail Flying
high, and capsized the Alabama skipper. Not only spin-
nakers, but mains, were being taken in all across the bay,
and heavy rain obscured the most distant boats from view.
A mast snapped and three more sailors went for a swim,
but Bertram carried on, balloon pulljng in the Frtsh::n:ing
wind and taking him roward the mark at an amazing
clip. The spectator boat, which had preceded the racers,
was caught and passed, though her engines were wide
open and she was making a good 12 miles an hour, Five
boats capsized within a few minutes, and Bertram finally
let George Crawford, his anxious spinnaker man, ke
in the big sail. The wind was so strong as the mark was
teached that no one thought Sue would be able o get
around. Many contenders were reduced to bare poles, but
Bertram, Crawford and Kehoe climbed out on the top-
sides and took her into it with full sail. As they disap-
peared into the rain on the port tack Graf trned the
mark in tenth place, filled away on the starboard tack,
and was also lost to view. One boat lost a man overboard
ac the mark, but managed to retrieve him before round-
ing up. As the squall passed over, sails were set again,
and 26 boats were counted still in the running.

A shift in the wind rewarded Graf for his choice of
tacks, and he appeared to have the championship in the
bag as he turned the mark for home in first position.
Breathless spectators counted points as Charlie Allaire
and Dick Krauss of Teledo rounded the buoy ahead of
Bertram, If Sue couldn’t pass Gin-Ric, Rampage would
take the honors. Gerrit Foster brought Scud up from be-
hind, threatening to pass Sue, while Rampage, in the
clear, boiled toward the finish. Clouds fﬂrming to wind-
ward promised another squall and as a preliminary, the
wind became very [lukey, necessitating a lot of gibing
of spinnakers. A sudden fortuitous puff carried Sue
through a slot between Scud and Gin-Rie, putting Bertram
in third pl.‘tr_'c_ which would save him the ttle, if he could
hold his gain. The trailing boats again started shortening

sail ahead of the squall, but Graf, Allaire and Bertram
were too intent on the finish line 1o notice the weather.
Gin-Ric pulled up alongside Sue, and Jim Townley, our
announcer on the observation boat groaned over the loud
speaker: "I can’t stand it.” Again the wind shifted and
gibing was necessary. Crawford’s quick work on the gibe
brought Sue's bow ahead of Gin-Ric in the nick of time,
and Bertram managed to hold his place. Graf crossed the
line to wild cheering, but there was no tme for him and
his crew to relax, unless they wanted to go for a swim.
The wind was right on their stern, increasing by the sec-
ond. Avenger swept over the line in second place, and
Bertram flew along behind him. Gin-Rie came in fourth,
with Bob Griggs of Fairhaven, N. Y, in Jo-Bo close
astern. Charlie Dore from N. J. wook fifth place with
Vixen, one of the prettiest boats in the fleer. Karl Smither
had fared badly in the squall, and fallen down to 13th,
but managed to keep Thermis Thrice on her feet to fin-
ish just ahead of the second squall. The conditions thin-
ned the ranks considerably, and before all contenders
crossed the line, some of them were again under bare
poles.

Last year when Bertram stole the championship from
Walt Swindeman, twice King of the Lightning Class, it
was said that no contest could be closer, for he won by a
single point. This time he cut it even finer, for he and
Graf each had a total score of 91 poings, and each had
won a race. The fact that Bertram had beaten Graf twice
was the deciding factor. Charlie Allaire was only two
points behind, with 89 and could easily be next year's
champion. Gerrit Foster placed fourth with his Scud,
amassing 82 points, two more tham Karl Smither, one
time International champion, who stood fifth. George
Maludy took sixth place with a score of 73. Walt Swinde-
man and Walt Vogel of Monroe, Mich. tied for seventh
with 72 points each. I doubt if there was ever a more
exciting regatta, or a more beautiful one to warch., Miami's
famous climate lived up to its ceputation, and even the
California entry, Erwin 5. Coy, said he was sausfied,

Staet af frest Cluvinpronslip race,
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Start of thied Foce for Presideet s

PRESIDENT'S CUP RACE

Those who raced in the President’s Cup series had
their work cut out for them. There was wind enough to
suit the sportiest sailors, and many a blister was raised,
bath from hauling on sheets and from the tropical sun.
The enly lady skipper in the regatta, Mrs, Paul Palmer,
was competing against her husband, while her erew, Mrs.
Charlie Kehoe and Mrs. Don Bliss, were also :‘-.3i|ing
against their respective spouses. Doctor Herbert Virgin
of Miami, sailing Flame, believes in keeping things in
the family. His crew consizted of Mrs. Virgin and their
s0n "Chips." Fat S-nip: salor from Osle, Morway, Felix
Ross, who has settled in Miami, took second place in a
borrowed boat. He is a converted Lightning sailor now.
The class is spreading to all corners of the globe, and the
fare l:[:n:' rru‘.:‘r;t:‘.

FIRST RACE

It was a fast and salty race that Dr. Virgin won the
morning of September second. That man from Norway
was right behind him, and Miami's Don Bliss, (Dick
Bertram’s main man in last year's regatta), in Acme, was
right on his stern. There's always a Toledo boat te con-
tenvd with, no marter where or when, and Cal Yaudas was
in there pitching. With the handicap of a 10-minute late
start Paul Palmer worked up 1o finish in 11th p1.1.:e-.

SECOND RACE

In spite of h:wi:ng stn}rcd up all nighr with Gtﬂrgr
Crawford’s youngest child wheo sustained a skull frae-
ture in an accident the afrernoon of the first race, Dr.
Viegin almost repeated his beautiful performance the
second morning, but was beaten to the finish by Paul
Palmer in Winsom. However, his second pluc: gave him
a total of 31 points, three ahead of his nearest contender,
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Don Bliss, who took third place again. Cal Yaudas was
consistent and got anather fourth.

THIRD RACE

In the final race, Paul Palmer again exeelled, and Ress
again rook second place. Dr. Virgin crossed the line in
third position, but stll beatr Ross by [ive points in the
total score, with 45 to Rass's 40, Just as a manter of habir,
Cal Yaudas took another fourth, which put him one
peint behind Ross and one ahead of Paul Palmer. Tavana,
Zig-Zag and Winsom were too close for comfort, and
Don Bliss's Acme would have been another close conten-
der had not an unfortunate move caused Don to do the
sporting thing and drop our of the final race. "It takes
a mighty good man to do that”

ENTERTAINMENT EVERYWHERE

The social activities were spread over three clubs and
more than half the city. Doubtless a few sailors goe lost
going from one plncz to the other, but for the most part
the activities were well attended and thoroughly enjoyed.
The presentation of wrophies followed a buffer dinner ar
the Floridian Hotel, where the Lighming Queen, Miss
Jackie Ward, occupied a position of honor at the speak-
er's table. Cal Yaudas and his crew, and Bob Graf with
his, earned their trophies by singing for them. Dick Ber-
wram, with George Crawford and Charlie Kehoe, eareied
off the spoils wvery graciously. A special presentation
of the anly thing Sue lacked was made by the skipper’s
wife, who found every possible gadget on the boar except
that fine old predecessor of all gadgets, the cleat

We hope all contenders had a safe wrip home, and wish
to see them all again next year, along with lots of new
Lightning sailors,

ENTRIES INTERNATIONALS

Best  Baat FIMNAL
Mo Mame Fleet Skil ¥ City Pos. Pz,
ZEFY  Sué 130 Richard ;Ip.circrrram, Miami, Fla. 1 %1
447 Rampage 11 Rabert W. Gral, Bulfala, M, Y. 91
300 Avengar T Chas. Allaire, Red Bank, M. |. 3 By
1559 Scwd = 69 Gerrit D Fouter, Milwaukes, Wis 4 B2
3333 Thermis Thrice 12 Karl Smither, Eggertswille, N. Y. 5 EBO
1338 Ademis 31 Gesrge Maludy, Erl:-l-lld:r.. Chin 6 73
24% Rambler Two 43 Walter Yogel, Manrae, Mich, T T2
BOO Yamkeo Deedle 42 ‘Walk Swindeman, |r., Toledo, Ohia E T2
1317 Rhoda 118 |. M. F. Robertson, Aldershot, Ont.,. Can. 9 59
1383 Wisen 16 Chay, Dore, |11, Haddenticld, M. ). 10 &7
351 Intrigue i1 David Berry, Bothlehom, Pa, i1 &4
2950 Buecandar 111 Qucar Melson, Miami, Fla. 12 &1
1938  Ship=A=Coy 1%4 Erwin 5. Coy, San Diege, Calif, 13 &0
E1G *ﬂ-ﬂc 15 Dr. Bob Griggs, Falrhaven, M. Y. 14 58
1579 ralic Il 32 James Amy. Larchmont, N, Y. i5 51
1655 Pelican 199 Qpdeon mﬁ, 5r. Petersburg, Fla. & 49
1171  Gin-Ric 42 Dick Krawis, Toledo, Ohio 17T 42
1900 Figsta 1 39 Henry |. Abrew, Newburgh, N, Y, 18 36
1587 Tarch 63 ‘Wayne Brockett, North Haven, Conn. 19 34
1585 Two Bits 53 Herm Mickels, Fentan, Mich, 0 33
457  Thermis Twiee 140 Bill Meyers, Rochester, N, Y, 31 A3
F36 Thunderbird 51 Gene C. Howard, Gradse Pointe, Mich, iz 29
1422 alama 145 Charles Toms, Brartieboro, W, 33 28
1187 Ariel 66 Erle G, Dawell, Victeris, B. €., Canada 24 27
4104 Simpatica 26 Carlos Echeverria, Fhiladelphia, Pa, 25 1
141 Litencze & Fred C. Olion, Stratterd, Conn. 6 27
517 Bo-Boll T2 Robert Purnell, Geargetown, Del, 27 Ia
21EE  Voelanta 135 Ed Owerten, Fairhape, Ala. 28 20
1374  Wiki TT Maurice Huggins, Eﬁehﬂ?u, M. ¥, % 18
4294 Chupln 147 Viterie W. R, Forraz, Sao Paulo, Braxil 30 18
E44 Black Blitz 33 john W. Rumdi, Canfam, Ohia i1 15
4211 Denana 145 Geant B, Holt, Keene, N. H. 32 7

INTRIES PRESIDENTS CUP

Baat Baat FIMAL
Na, Mame Floet Skipper City Pas. P,
35E0 Flame 111  Dr. Herbert Wiegin, Jr., Mismi, Fla. 1 45
4411 Tavana 130 Felix Ross, Miami, Fla. 2 &0
163 Tig Zag 41 Paul Palmer, Miami, Fla, 4 35
3322 ‘Winkam 130 €al Yaudas, Toledo, Ohic 3 3%
g5 Gypsy 168 Ernest MacBEryde, Tampa, Fla, 5 219
3663  Acma 130 Daon Biiss, Miami, Fla. & 28
&3 Jaolly B 111 Mrs. Paul Palmer, Miami, Fla, T 16
2746 Esds Beava 113 Lﬂunh Stucland, 5t. joe. Mich, 8 I3
450 Wiﬂﬂi? 109 BEE Crang, Tampa, Fla, L
2156  Magic Flute 1 Ll'r Graser, Miami, Fla. - 19
1574  Routless 45 Hareld Hall, Macedonia, Ohio 11 17
248  Fireball 43 Rwuss Luchtenberg, Columbus, Ohia 7z, 18
I144  FPhyllis 109 Stan Shaver, 5t. Petershurg, Fla. 12 15
B0  Cafby 135 Herb Hanson, Pass Chrintian, Miw. 1z 15
IREZ  Waupoos 111 George Castle, Miami, Fla, I5 14
4181 Carollne 133 Charles Keheo, Miami, Fla, 16 12



“THE WORST IS OVER”

by Ed Overton

Shurtly after we lefe Fairhupl: for Miami, 1 aroused
Archie Stapleton, my jib man, out of deep slumber and
said, "I've checked everything about the boat and even
my goed friend Doc Wilkerson checked with me; I put
new tires on the trailer and had the wheel bearings

ased and I will bet a slick dime that everything in [El!
g:ﬂk will go wrong.” He said, "I've seen it happen that
way,  and went back to sleep. He slept all the way to
Miami and back.

A short while after that, as we were going over a viaduct
just outside of Pensacola, [ heard a bad squeak in the
neighborhood of the trailer and immediately stopped.
We found thar the garageman had failed to t[ghu:n the
bolts in the left wheel when he put it back on the trailer,
and it was just hanging on, ruined for further use. It
took three hours and fifteen dollars to ger another wheel
and new bearings, put on properly, but we had no more
trouble until we reachied Miami.

The sailmaker had promised to have my main in Miami
when I arrived, so0 I phoned the Express Company sev-
eral times each day after arrival, and was told each time
there was nothing for Overton. Finally the day before
the first Internanional race, I told the Express Company
that I couldn’t understand it because the sailmaker told
me he would have my sail there before I arrived. He
said, "Did you say sail, well we've got a sail here,” G:arg-:
Crawford took me to get it, but it was too late then to
break it in.

Well the first race started, and I didn't get too bad a
start except that I got all tangled up with the camera
boat, a spectator boat and the starting buoy, to say noth.
ing of several Lightnings bearing down on the starboard
tack. We all got clear without any casualties due to some
fine sailing by the other skippers, especially John Rober:-
som,

Before I realized it, we were rounding the first wind-
ward mark with only Charlie Allaire, Gerrit Foster and
Karl Smither in front of us, and Dick Bertram just be-
hind us. I told Archie the next round would be a cinch
with only such slow company to contend with, and then
it happened. The main slid down the mast, and the boam
hic the deck with a bang, just missing Hoyt’s head. The
main halyard had parted at the swaged fitting, so we had
to go in under jib, Hoyt Greenbury, my mainsheet man,
said it was due to Fatigue. I said, "Hell I'm Faligutd my-
self, but I wouldn’t let a fellow down like this.”

Again we checked everything and then got away to a
good start in the second race. When we were close to the
windward mark I thought it would be a good idea to
look around to see how we stood with the rest of the
fleet. Much to my surprise, we were well in front of every-
body, and then it hﬂpprnrd again. This time the jib hal.
yard hook plate broke and the jib landed on deck. “Maore
fatigue,” said Hoyt.

The way those skippcr; boiled past us before we could
get that jib back up, was something terrific. However,
we managed to finish in a virmual e with Herm Nickels
not too far dewn the line.
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When we got in, tV:ryEnd}r said "Tnugl'l Tuek, Ed,” bur
1 said, *Think nn:hing of it, I've seen it gO like this for
days and days and then get worse,” Bill Girkins told me
to be sure to check the spinnaker halyard. The last mis-
fortune, 1 blamed entirely on Magnus Pedersen. Before
the start of the last race I told Pete that if T got a bad
start to sound the recall, He said, "I'll do it becanse we
Vice-Presidents have got to suck together” Well 1 got
one of those famous Overton starts, lase. When 1 passed
the committee boat I yelled to Pete to sound the reeall,
but he wouldn't do as he had promised, and we were
left foundering around trying to get some clear air. A
fine vice-president he turned out to be. After we rounded
the windward mark and had the spinnaker up and draw-
ing, T decided to move over toward the squall that was
moving in, with the ]'mpc that it would hit us first and
maybe we could gain a couple of places. Well it hit us
first all right, and the next thing I knew, we were over and
I was siting in the water alongside Hoyt. He said, ""What
are you duing heee?" I szaid, "I JUsSt want to see if the
just and the Unjuse get wet alike.™ He said, ¥Do [hcy?”
and I said "Yes, but the unjust have swim suits and the
just have Fatigue.”

In a few minutes Dr. Herbert Yirgin came alongside
in his fine twin screw vacht and gave us a tow line. After
we got Volanta right side up, he started towing us and
most of the water in her ran over the afeer deck. When
he stopped, the Volanta was again ready to sail, buc I
told Archie that although I figured the worst was over,
we might as well accepr the row in, because I didn't think
we could win that race and kesides I was a little farigued,

Wictorio Ferraz of Brazil, put it very nicely after he
turned over, when he said, "Took Spinnaker down, too
slow, put up, turn over.”



Social Events of the 1949
International
by
George Crawford, Commodore Southeast District

The Regatta registration committee had to start fune-
ticning early Sunday morning, August 28th, The morning
afeer the Hurricane, [Dr. Jcnning:fl. we were notified that
an entry had arrived the previous night during the height
of the Hurricane, Maurice Huggins, wife and sons wich
their boat "Wiki” had driven through winds of 80 miles
per hour, We went down to greet them and take a look
at their boat. The boat and trailer had been securely tied
to several palm trees to keep it from blowing into Biscayne
Bay. We met them and they weren’t at all alarmed, They
told us that at Palm Beach, they had raken the canopy
off o k:cp the strong winds from Hnw[ng it away or tear-
ing same. They had to stop all the way of the Hurricane
path and bail the boat out,

From then on the Lightning Class I.'I!:I“]." started to rake
over our town. Eric Dowell and crew, Dick Moore and
Bill Mogel. flew in from Victoria, Bricish Columbia, Can-
ada. Mr. and Mers, Vitorio Ferraz, Dr. Luciano Falzoni
and Mers, Falzoni and Jerge Belloti arrived Saturday
night, having flown in from Sao Paulo, Brazil. They were
all anxious to do some sailing. They, along with Erwin
5. Coy from California were spectators at our last weekly
inter-club races, to be held before the Internationals, at
the Miami Yacht Club, Sunday. Maurice Huggins hur-
ricdly launched his "Wiki" and sailed with the group.

On Monday, the Dinner Key Marina began to look like
Lightning “Heaven." All the boas were beautiful. There
were tune up races every afrernoon, beginning Tuesday
at 3 P.M. Our local committee started them n?F. Ar that
time, it looked as if Coy would be the man to bear. He
was sailing a borrowed boar the "Winsom."

Anyone walking into the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club,
Meonday afternoon, could tell "Toledo™ had arrived. Cal
Yaudas was in fine voice and Swindeman's colors were
quite visitle. Wale and his party had arrived with very ser-
ious cases of food poisoning. We sent them to one of our
local Lightning Skippers for treatment. De. Joe Stewart
had them well enough to sail. Even so, Walt and his crew
felt badly during the entire regatta and it is my opinion
that their illness hindered their normal sailing abilicy.

We had not planned any social events prior to Thurs:
day bur it was quite evident that we had to get started
immediately. Tt was quite noticeable that the number of
youmng 5ingle fellows present were in the majority. Our
date committee, with Phyllis Arthur and Barbara Mizer,
assisted by my wife, "Nell,” started functioning. By the
way, you boys almost left me without a date, "MNell™ felt
so sorry for all those young boys without dates. She said,
it was worth all the trouble ta find gir]s when you :nug["lt
a glimpse of those boys” smiling faces.”

Tuesday night, we all went to the Miami Yache Club
for epen house, With the help of Miami beer, the boys
soon got into good singing form. That boy, Graf, soon
had every one calling for him again and again. "Jalson™
Yaudas can make up a seng about anything and he pro-
ceeded to do so. To any of you fellows whe have never
been to the Internationals, the singing of these songs are
the highlights of the regatta.
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“Happy™ Hele Greaf and crece are top enbertaimers ag el as
wwinminy  sailors,

ngnesd:}r nigh: the bachelor skipp:rs and southern
gals danced at the Coral Gables Country Club where
palm trees swayed and a Florida moon lit the skies. Many
of the officers and wives enjoyed having dinner under
tropical skies.

The annual meeting was held at Biscayne Bay Yacht
Club Thursday night. The weather was dampish, We
blamed it on Coy Eringing California weather with him.
It looked bad for the races starting on Friday. Bob Graf
sard it couldn’t rain any more after such a downpour. He
was correer until the last eace on Sunday when the "squall”’
hit.

Friday night, there was a grand fish fry for all, The
loeal Committee {men only) presented a Hula dance for
the amusement of our guests and to the amazement of
their own wives. Qur regatta chairman, Henry Framp-
ton, who pinch-hit for me ar the last moment, stole the
show. Bernice Ott followed the boys to show how the hula
is really done. That's righr, isn’t it Graf? We had a stack
of coconuts for the guests to take back with them and the
pile really disappeared. They were stenciled with the
"Lightning” insignia and tagged for mailing,

Sam:day nigf‘lt, the dance at the beautiful University
aof Miami Student Club was cenjoyed by a large group.
The dance floor was over a lagoon and under a canopy
of stars spot-lighted by a "Florida” moon. An excellent
orchestra combined with fine fellowship i these sur-
roundings made this affaic a huge success. Many guests
cxpressed opinions that this one function was worth the
trip to Florida, It was quite amusing to see the British
Columbia boys "Jiter-bugging” with our Southern girls.

Sunday, there was quite a cocktail party. Bertram,
Kehoe and myself felt we were in need of one after being
thrown overboard. We had ganged up on Dick and it
backfired.

The presentation banquet and dance lasted until the
wee hours, The decorations of dyed ner with shells
sprinkled aleng the tables were effective. A model Lighe-
ning under sail centered the speaker’s table, Ir was made
of live red, white and blue flowers. The Flondian Hotel
dining reom had never and will nor see again such a
group as this “Lighming” crowd.

Skippers, crew and friends, Miami misses you. Pay us
a visit again sometime in the near furure,



THE 1950 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Buffalo Canoe Club and Lightning Fleet Twelve
extend a cordial invitation to the skippers, crews and
guests of the Lightning Class Association for their 1930
International Championships and President's Trophy Re-
gatta. It is a grear honor to thrice sponsor this great Re-
gatea,

Committees, some of which started working in Feb-
ruary, are bending every effort ro make these 1930 Cham.
pionships the greatest ever. Phil Savage (Tommy Too
Mo, 4600), is general chaieman, Lightning Fleet Cap-
tain Tom Fallon (Puff Mo, 323), is vice chairman, Plans
are undér way to secure a lirge spectator boat to accom-
modate all who wish a view of the racing close ar hand.
The dartes are Seprtember 7, 8 and 9—Thursday, Friday
and Saturday. Per the new constitutional amendment
five championship races will be sailed; one Thursday,
Wi Frida}' and two ,'.‘.:."Il:ltrni.'lg,'. SIHHI.']H'!." will be available
in the event of postponement.

Skippers who do nor qualify for the Internationals in
their District Champicnships are invited to partcipate in
the President’s Trophy Series of three races. Presidenrial
entries are on the Fleet basis formerly wsed for the In.
ternationals, that is: one from each fleet, two if fleer
numbers over ten, and thres if over twenty-five. These
races will be sailed s0 as not to interfere with the cham-
picnship division, Anyene who witnessed the 1948 Presi.
dent’s Trophy Series knows what a terrific go this ean be.
Contestants are urged to represent their fleet at the an.
nual meeting, Wednesday evening, September 6,

This year a reasonable registration fee is contemplared
to cover boat handling and entertainment costs for par-
ticipants. By eliminating this surcharge, excellent meals
can be provided by the club, at medest prices. Arrange-
ments for housing nearby will be gladly eared for after
entries have been received

Fiewr lookmg shovoard from ond of long picr. Chard is shaam on
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The Buffalo Canoe Club is located on the Canadian
shore of Lake Erie twelve miles west of Buffalo via the
Peace Bridge. The accompanying chart shows the lay-
out of the course tri:lng]-:. There 1s sunp!n: arca and d:plh
to provide the official Internationals course. Point Abino
protects the club ancherage from the prevailing winds.
Owur excellent sand beach is available for swimming should
VoLl |'-|n|;i tirr:l.' T LEse 0T, '\ve L].l:r rc.zl]},‘ .-.Jleil (5}l “llt'l-l'ln'.[l'l.‘
water.”

Mearby Miagara Falls and cenvenient Canadian Shops
featuring china, woolens and ether imported goods pro.
vide interesung diversions which can be combined with
the Regatta to make a wacation more enjoyable for all
|:I1|:"|'|I.:|'l(‘|.'5 |.:|+- =1'|r r“r:'lll'!.-'.

The Butfale Canoe Club Fleet Twelve J:{:|1!F||_'i$|_-5 35
Lightnings, & B.C.C. boat has placed at least firs:, second
ar third in the L.C.A. Championships for the last nine
yEears,

We are locking forward with great pleasure o wel-
eeming you next September as a contestant or as a specta-
tor, to what we hope you will say is the best Lightning
Regatra vet.

KARL SMITHER
Thermis Thrice, MNo. 3333
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