1964 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

By Taom Fallon
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Fallan, Kelp Rooeler, aod assictondy, Carol Mo Lol and
Faldie Hutdier”

This year's Regatta in the Pacihe Ocean—in the opm-
ion of the writer—was vastly superior to the one conducted
in 1961, OF course, in 1961 he finished 33rd—this time
he finished 9th. So that made some difference.

Alsa, sitting nexr ta him in the boat he had an artrac-
tive, auburn-haired college girl who was diplomarieally
and aesthetically much better company than his 1961 main
sheer man.

Also on the jib, he had young Eddie Butler who was
eager, competent and respectful. The author is greatdy
indebted to Carl Eichenlaub for arranging this fine crew
for him.

These two young people possessed a  tremendous
amount of local knowledge, Perhaps their most valuable
contribution was superb weed control plus light-weight—
a total for the two of 230 pnunds. In 1961, if 1 re_fgtrn:d
ta those strange foating objects on the surface as "weeds,”
defending champion Eichenlaub would look me straight
in the eye and quietly say "kelp.”

In the thought that those reading this artcle might
find a detailed account interesting T will first state the
prablem and then the selution.

THE PROBLEM:

This kelp 15 some type of commercial crop. They make
it into breakfast food, ice cream, insulation, horse fod-
der or sc-mr:thing_ Anyway it grows on or near the
bottom of the Pacific Ocean and from tme to time
it either breaks loose or is eut and subsequently gath-
ered up. This I do nor know. Anyway, these hazards
are floating around on and under the surface. Both
Carol McLaughlin and Eddie Butler, my stellar crew,
were completely familiar with the various species, 1
delegated all this responsibility to these fine young
people. So here was the solution:

THE SOLUTION:
I. Delegate the responsibility to the crew as explained
above.

2. Make sure they keep an eagle eye forwaed and

34

watch for kelp hazards so that the skipper can con-
centrate on wind and waves.

As will be reported subsequenty in chis article—
and elsewhere — the wind was puffy. Whenever
there was even a minor puff, Carol would hike
delicately but :Fﬁcicntlj.r, and take a quick look at
the white centerboard, Most of the time she would
report in a decisive tone: "All clear.” Oeeasionally,
when the puff was more prolonged, Caral would
say: "There is a 6" streamer 12" wide on the board
bur it is wr_'nrlcl'ng loose. It's gone! All elear.” This
was a tremendous psychological advanrage for me
because | had total conhdence in this girl.

By the way, I've always admired the way girls
hike, :5p|:n:ia|l1.-' Belinda Hlenﬁb}r, Barbara Anne
Mclntosh, Tay Adams, and of course — Carol.
Their stomach muscles and backbones seem limber
or something. They hike in convex fashion rather
than concave. In a flash Carol could get her pretty
head within an inch of the bottom of the boat

Suppose Carol said: "We've got them." [ would
then sit abour :Lsni-,lﬁh'tpﬁ, Carol and Eddie would
move o |leeward—bur nor far and raise the board
about 127 anly, They knew from experience that
this was the angle which would permit the kelp
to free itself from the center board and nor—and
this is critical—catch on the rudder.

. On all leeward legs we earried the board up about
12" and all we did was stecer away from the grear
kelp patches. Carol never locked at the board on
the leeward legs ar all.

With this kind of crew and guud equipment, if 1
were any good as a skipper we should have won the
Regatta.

But we did fairly well, enjoyved ourselves thor-
oughly and that's the main reason we sail, =o't it?

The above expresses my own personal highlights of
the Regatta, MNow [ will try to make a more objective
report.

Chairman Al Coha and Mabel together with Trevor
Lewis, the Barber twins, the Diamonds, Dave and Joannce
Wright, Alan Raffee, Leroy Wright, Fred Boynton, the
Eichenlaubs, Glen McPherren, and manv others, did a
wonderful job of organizing for the Regatta. The wvisitors
were greered with a m:lg_-m'ﬁ-;zn: new Clubhouse and a
veritable army of spars. | think more than 500 one-design
racing boats call Mission Bay Yacht Club their home, [t
is a magnificent spot for the small boat enthusiase,

One of the high poines was the sail measuring handled
b].-' the Wrig[’:ts, the Barber twins and others, The Coha
boys worked like Trojans folding the sails afeer they had
been approved. This was a delightful touch.

This year there were to be two practice races on Sar-
urday, two elimination races on Sunday and then one race
a day for each of the next six days.

The wind was marvelous for the practice races—|
would say between 12 and possibly 18, We acwually ook
water im over the side. This was vastly different From
our 1961 week.



For the Qualifying Races the wind was substandally
lighter and believe it or not we didn’t see very much of
the fiest two Qualifying Races because we won both of
them. Up to this tme in the year 1964 I had ucnlj.r won
two races. Lo and behold in one day on the Pacific Ocean
BULL 1T wins as many races as it had done all year here.
tofore. We had delusions of grandeur.

In the Third Qualifying Race we deliberately started
almose last to see if we could catch up. We caught up
pretry well for awhile bur were solidly trounced on the
last weather leg by Dave Peterson, Don Delorme, John
Melntosh, Jack Swanson and Bob Adams.

Bob Seidelmann won the Qualifying Series with Dave
Peterson, Steve Bachmann, Don Delorme, Alan Raffee,
the Barber Twins, Howard Macken, and the author show-
ing some promise. Defending Champion Carl Eichenlaub

could not compete n this scries,

FIRST RACE

The wind was quite light—4 wo 6. Dave Peterson and
Carl Eichenlaub jumped off to an early lead and simply
sailed away from the fleet to finish first and second with
ease. Bob Seidelmann passed boawss throughour the entire
race 1o finish third. The Barber twins were fourth, Cleve-
land's John Mueller fifth, Raffee sixth, Bachmann, seventh,
Mew Jersey's Bob Adams, eighth, Marey Lippincott ninth,
and the veteran Bud Olsen, renth.

SECOND RACE

The wind was a little stronger—7 to 9. This race was
much more interesting for us since we made a free-air
port tack start at the wrong end. It looked pretty good
so we kept sailing on the port tack until we could almost
lay the mark. Abour 300 yards from the mark on the
statboard tack, we t a marvelous lift and sailed around
it in a good first ]:ﬁ:ct with eased sheets. We were able
to stay ahead for the endre race but not without many
RETVOUS Moments,

Al Coha was second, Eichenlaub, who sailed this race
brilliandy afrer a mediocre start, was third. Don Delorme
was fourth, Jack Swanson fifth, John Mueller sixch, Peter-
son seventh, and Seidelmann eighth. The Barber twins
were ninth and Bud Olsen tenth again.

At the end of the two races, here was the low score:

Eichenlaub 9 Delorme 15

Peterson 8 Fallon 17

Seidelmann 11 Bachmann 20

Mueller 11 Adams 0

Barbers 13 Olsen 20
THIRD RACE

I didn't see very much of Seidelmann in the first
two races bur in the third race he sailed like a positive

nius. He started near us and was in the clear but in the
E:ﬂ until he started 1o pick the shifes as if the Archangel
Gabriel were leading him by the hand. I hope people
will not misinterprer this remark. Seidelmann was not
lucky. T have never seen anyone sail his boar as well as
Seidelmann did in this race and in the races to follow.

Seidelmann led all the way around to win easily fol-
lowed by Raffee, Eichenlaub, Stu Anderson, the amazing
John Mueller, Peterson, Olsen, Bachmann, Adams and
Delorme.

Seore of the end of three:

Eichenlaub 8 Barbers 27
Seidelmann 12 Olzen 7
Peterson 14 Bachmann 28
Mueller 16 Adaims 9

Raffee 23
Drelorme 23

FOURTH RACE

The wind was pretty good—possibly 12 on the first
round and then down te possibly 10. Again Seidelmann
satled like a genius to win tnsil'y followed by Peterson,
Howard Macken, Adams, Delorme, Hugh Dietz from
Syracuse, San Diego’s Marty Gleich, Raffee, Eichenlaub
and Bachmann,

Fallon 29

Score with one race to go:

Seidelmann 13 Adams 33
Peterson 16 Bachmann 38
Eichenlaub 17 Olsen 42
Mueller 18 Barbers 43
Delorme 30 Fallon 43
Raffee 31

This was the race that we came out 4th ac the first
weather mark and finished 14th in the race.

I made a major blunder which I've done many times
before and I know better and I'm going to tell you about
it because it may help some others.

We rounded the weather mark very close ro the leaders
but with a number of boats close astern. It was a close
spinnaker reach. I should not have put my spinnaker up
immediately. Instead 1 should have reached up slightly
to windward, set the spinnaker and raken off with clear air.

However, I thought that 1 could easily lay the mark
and I saw many going to windward so laid off and went
to leeward. I sailed the boat very poorly in disturbed air
in fresh wind with my light crew.

Semetimes a person makes even greater killings on
spinnaker legs by going to leeward. We passed about ren
by duing this on one lr:g in ‘the third elimination race.
But things were different then,

In the absence of other known specific evidence there
i5s a general rule of thumb to follow which 1 viclated in
this case. The general rule:

In light air on a free spinnaker leg stay to leeward.

In fresh or heavy air on a close spinnaker leg get

free air preferably to windward.

FINAL RACE

Again the wind was light and shifty. As in the third
and fourth races, Seidelmann sailed magnificently on the
first weather leg and rounded the ficst mark just behind
Bud Olsen and Howard Macken. On the off wind ltg.-s

Peterson with his light crew caught up. In the meantome,
Howard Macken got ahead and maintained first place to
win the race easily.




However, the second weather leg was very unusual.
-]']1.1_' :|_‘.|I|1|:1r went off O oA [ung port tack and Wl'li."l'l ]'!1.‘
hn:llly converged with the Fleet, he was in a g-:rud second
positton well ahead of Davey Peterson who was third,
Karl Smather was fourth and Seidelmann was farccher
back. The wind was getting lighter and there were strange
holes 1n the Pacihic Ocean.

Here is the set-up starting the thied and final leg. The
ocean is full of holes, Seidelmann is supposed to be a
heavy weather boy and he's got a big, heavy crew—Bud
Melson and a young Fellow n..*nru,rd Oberg. Peterson is now
well ahead with many boats in between—he's supposed
to be a light air boy and he's J_..,nt a light, petite crew, [f
I had been Seidelmann 1T would have thought my goose
was i,'ul;'llch,.

Macken was moving very fast, covered Peterson and
won the race with Pererson second, Steve Bachmann sailed
an excellent final leg finishing third. Seidelmann hung on
for dear life and probably sailed the best pressure leg of
his career. He finished fourch just ahead of Eichenlaub
who was fAifth with Smither sixth, Adams seventh, the
Barber twins eighth and Fallon ninth, If Fallon ever went
to pot in a boat race he really went o pot on this leg.

There has been much wmlk of the difhiculey in sailing
in the Pacific Ocean slop in the light air. First of all, the
average vci::cft'!.-' 4.51: 1:|1|: wlnd I:hts [ime Wis pretty gand.
Certainly, the boats never had any difficulty in mMoving
along. There were tremendous holes, flaws and shifes
which 1 am sure will be reported elsewhere in this maga-
Fitie,

Leidelmann thoroughly deserved to win the Regata
especially in the light air conditions that prevailed be-
cause he gets most of his practice in much swronger winds.
Peterson sailed brilliantly and | don't think anyone ever

came closer to winning the Championship and not doing

it than did the gentlemanly-quiet Davey, his beauteous
u|lr: Anne, '|:|1c| ';r_'l|.|.:|1.1.‘ [J.‘tvr l- hnrmu'-:

But now old Fallon rc1“1l, knows why Eichenlaub ealls
his boats BULL. This world traveler has more bull than
Marco Polo himself.

For instance, when Eichenlaub was heralding the mar-
velous s:li|ing conditions off Mission Beach m 1961,
can recall his repeated comments that the wind was straight
as an arrow with no land between Mission Bay and Japan
to the north of west and no land between Mission Bay
and the Hawaiian Islands to the south of west.

What a bunch of bull!! On Sunday after the Regatta
about 11 AM.. my dear wife and [ wene up to Cabrille
Monument and studied the broad, calm [!;,c{r‘ﬁ: The shifrs,
Haws, holes, calm spots, etc., all were very pronounced
and wvistble, Bur they can't be scen from the surface after
the water gets stirred up a little bie. Next time I'm going
to secrete a radio aboard and have someone broadcase
info to me from a helicopter—or something.

However, I think I have finally realized why many of
these Cai:furnm boats go so fast to windward. In order
to get ot to their race course they must beat o windward
for about 45 minutes in abour 10 miles of wind, This
affords them a marvelous opportunity to tune their boats
for windward performance,

Conversely, this situation may also account for the
face that California boats are not senzational to leeward
because [he}r run all the wiay home and |J'!.l' this time tll'li."y'
are tired our,

Al in all, however, it's a wonderful place to sail and
the Mission Bay Yacht Club—I sincerely believe—is the
finest small boar club in the world.

The complete score follows,

Suppose you were to design a Lightning trailer?

material?

LIGHTNING TRAILERS

Wouldn't you want the safest most dependable trailer possible?
How about using structural steel curved to the shope of the boat, then some cross members of the same

And for the suspension wouldn't you use heavy duty leaf springs? And an extra strong 2" diometer axle?
Mow for the wheels — Wouldn't you wuse some big 5.00x15 tires that roll freely over the most

Order now for immediate delivery — 3259,

E. M. EAGAN CO.

irreqular ground, and last a lor longer than those
little ones besides?

You have now designed an especially safe,
dependable and good looking trailer, but all this
hes been done for you,

The Eagan Lightning Trailer has all these features
and more,

For example —
Lights, brake and directional.
Double carrying handles ar frant.
Lever action trailer hitch,
Riser for front end.
Fenders to keep down dirt and woler.
All walded construction.
Can be used to carry all types of boots.
Proper balance.

16 McClellan Circle
Buffale 20, New York




1964 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Skipper

Bob Seidelmann
Dave Peterson
Carl Eichenlaul
Bob Adams
John Mueller
Steve Bachmann
Howard Macken
Barber Twins
Tom Fallon
Bud Olsen

Don Delorme
Alan Raffee
Bill Bergants
Hugh Diete
Marty Gleich
Dave Wright
Stu Anderson
Jack Swanson
Al Coha

Dan Camet
Karl Smither
Mike Grinnell
John Mclntosh
Marey Lippincott
Bill Healy

Jay Limbaugh
Barney Mead
Cal Schmiege
Dave Ashton
Pete Bone
Elton Ballas

Area

MNew Jersey
Connecticut
San Diego
Mew Jersey
Cleveland
Connecticut
San Diego
San Diego
Buffalo
Connecticut
Baltimore
San Diego
Buffalo
Syracuse
San Diego
San Diego
Buffalo
Buffalo
San Diego
Argentina
Buffalo
Long Island
Savannah
MNew Jersey
Connecticut
Columbus
Baleimaore
Buffala
Milwaukee
Buffalo
San Diego

Boat lst 2nd 3rd
MNo. Race Race Race
RO5a 3 B |
alin | 7 1]
0237 z 3 3
RO5H 5 12 L)
TBGS 3 f 3
Ti26 7 13 ]
606 I3 19 i
B328 4 Q 14
8390 16 | 12
9022 10 10 ¥
9007 11 4 10
5329 (] 15 2
5510 23 11 20
Q105 27 23 23
B745 29 2 13
THO0 19 14 29
{503 12 16 4
6345 30 b 15
8963 DNF 2 17
Q273 17 27 I8
Q000 18 A 26
8627 13 DINF ZZ
8473 26 Z3 24
9008 9 24 30
6849 14 DSQ 23
o400 20 17 19
7942 21 20 27
B678 23 29 16
BOoD 22 21 21
8182 29 . I8
043 28 I8 DNF

“North American’'s—Spnuaker action.”
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19
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14
12
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18
30
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Total

143
142
138
120
L19
1o
113
109
108
108
10
103
72
70
7o
68
8
b6
63
o4
6l
34
32
32
3l
49
48
43
39
3l
18
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HOW STUPID CAN YOU GET?

by Jay Limbaugh

The two practice races didn’t prove a whaole lot so far
as I'm concerned even though the wind and sea conditions
pretry generally were about what was expected for the
Pacihc Ocean off Mission Bay. Starting lines were too
short, many boats were over the line and in general e was
an unfair contest and further, I have no idea as to whom
the winners were.

The three qualification races were a whole new hall
game. Everything from here on was on an official and
very serious basis. Brush racing out in the ocean with
several good skippers earlier in the week proved that we
had our boat going very well on the wind. We did not
change the wne of our boar in any way from whar we used
back home, which means that we carried a fair hook in the
mast, a medium ught jib downhaul, _|i|3 leads I'.'li:'hr far
forward and borh downhaul and cuthaul on main fairly
taut, We did okay with the bridle during practice so
decided to go with . For all three qualifying races we
kad decent air, about 8-12, with no unusual sea conditions.
Ouer boat went good both on and off the wind. E}IEEPt
for Fallon, who at times went betier upwind than anybedy,
we went good on all legs. Rounded the weather pin in
thitd and dropped two boats on the last leg 1o hnish fifth
m the first race. And in the second race rounding abour
sixth and ﬁnishing terith. Ar this vme, our only -:I:rjm:tivr
was to qualify and we felt there should be ne difficulty if
we could stay out our of trouble at the start and keep
the board and rudder free of kelp. And let me say here,
that those skippers who did not work out a syseem for
¢|'u:rl:mg and clearimg their board on a rcgu]:lr bhasis never
had a chance. Conditions during all the gualifying races
were very bad and [ can assure you that even just a few
strings of grass on either your board or rudder had to be
cleared or you were just not competitive,

To qu,q;.Eif!.- for sure, we knew that a finish in the top
twelve was desirable and no worse than ffteen was a must
for us in the last race. Since wind and sea conditions were
about the same as the first two races (slightly lighter) we
saw no reason to change anything. Just get a trouble free
start and lcq-ep L:r]p free was the objective. What was al-
most a good start towards the lurd end turned into a
hopeless blanket and backwind situation so I did what
seemed natural when an opening finally came, tock a port
tack to sea almost to the lay line hoping for the best bur
realizing that at every swell we were in trouble. We
rcunded fifth from last. For two spinnaker legs we held
our position. Italy looked impossible but nobody said a
word., Since our speed to weather had been good, 1 de-
cided to p]a}-‘ the shifes, no more gjll‘nh“ﬁ. . We p'LL'ktr:[ up
four boats on the second weather icg and held our post-
tion on the nexr two reaches. laly looked closer but no-
body mentioned it, On the last beat we made it our busi-
ness o stay kelp free and played the shifis, the last one a
port lift to the finish line was a beaue. We picked up six
baats, We were Impp}r Lo qualif}-' and at this point we saw
no reason for major concern so long as we were not too
stupid. As it turned out our trip in between the jetties was
the last pleasure sail we experienced during the Regarea.

The sails we used in this Regarta had proven earlier
to be very competitive in medium through heavy air and
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apparently my mast tuning for these same sails was reason-
ably satisfactory for the same air. Looking backward now,
it is a fact that we have done very little light air _~;:11'[it|g
this year with these sails so it should not be too surprising
to me that 1 didn't know how to adjust and set our sails
for the light air and slop conditions thar developed at
some time and usually during the later stages of each of
the five official races.

First Race. On our way to the race course we were
confident. Based on our performance in the three qualify-
ing races and barring serious trouble there was ne reason
to believe that we couldn't camp[ﬂq the series in the rop
fifteen, This was our primary objective and when being
honest with myself, [ could find no reasons why we should
ever finish better than tenth vnder any circumstances. |
could never convince myself of this however, We estis
mated the wind at 8-12. There was a moderate ground
swell with a slight chop, Conditions were not oo different
from the qualifying races so we decided 1o adjust our
mast and sails the same as before. A fair bend in the
stick and reasonably raut on the main down and ocuthaul
and a fairly tight jib downhaul. After a few practice tacks
with some hotshots we were ready for the batde of sea,
wind and kelp. We swarted on starbeard abour three
quarters down the line but we got pinched off quickly.
A quick look around revealed most of the fleet had direy
air but was continuing 1o hold on starboard. | decided
to peel off to port and look for clear air which 1 found
by ducking under all but three of the fleer, After a couple
of hundred yards on port tack, I found myself to weather
and about even with the three other port tackers and in
a position it appeared, to gain a commanding position
on the balance of the fleer if | took the starboard tack ar
this time, This I chose to do, Before long, | found myself
hghting it out with Peterson and Eich for first place. Had
[ not overstood considerably, we would have rounded
second. Both Peterson and Eich sailed smartly at the mark
and the three of us rounded abour two boat lengths apart



with the next group of boats |1|_':1'|.E about 130 yards astern.
l-"|1 went thl' r.'|\l1l:l.'t- :ll'il.‘l Pererson, Eich .:|.:In:| l“‘,r'b-'-'lF went
directly towards the mark. For a couple hundred yards
we stayed close together, then all at once — Pete and Eich
opencd up and we seemed ro stall. 1 da not knew why.
Sixteen of the boaes astern had gone |'|rE|1 and .1Ppc:|:r|.‘c|
to have found fresher air. Pere and Eich, both on my
same track, continued to move out and the big pack
astern continued high and closing up the gap. About three
quatters down the leg, 1 too started high to get what
seemed o be fresher air but we seemed to be sailing in a
soft spot. We haven't the slightest idea what we did wrong
but on this one leg T know we lost about 300 yards to
Pete and Eich and abour 150 yards to the sixteen boars
III:1IrII'I;{:I..'III.‘|\' ASEETTL. :

All down this leg the current was running strong on
our stern and ac the jibing mark, with the current to help,
we made the mistake of leaving sufficient room for a boat
that had jibed to harden inside taking our air. This was
also the worst possible time to make a sloppy jibe! Before
we were able to fll up and get |'|1|,:-1,"ing, fifteen more boars
sailed through our weather. This shook us slighty
going from third to eighteenth in a space of approximarely
100 feer and in probably less than 30 seconds. Going into
the second weather leg we suddenly realized that we had
done quite well on the second spinnaker reach and
rounded seventh. Things were looking up again bur about
this time we noticed that boats were gaining both to lurd
and to weather, we seemed to have no speed so it was
everybody to the kelp department. Clean board — clean
rudder, no sign of kelp, Finally, we recognized thar the
wind had become wery light but the slop, chop and roll
if anything had increased, | waneed o straighren the mast
but legally couldn’r. We loosed the main slightly but this
didn’t help. I felt that I should do something with the
jib but didn't. We continued 1o lose ground ro boats on
the weather and on the third weather leg when the wind
got even lighter and the sea conditions even sloppier we
were outsailed by 13 skippers that apparently had a better
knowledge of what to do under such conditions. We
finished 20th.

It was a long way to the shower and had [ realized ar
the time that likely we would be faced with the same or
similar conditions for the next four days, I probably
would have made myself more of a nuisance with some of
the experts in an effort to determine what else I might
try during such conditons,

51.":'}"“5 Rl‘.{‘l‘. 5“.“5-{1'.“.?'. “'lrl{'i ..'LI-I'I:'l'l_l'[ B 'll.'i‘h a |'!'||'_'ldl"f.i[r_"
roll and no unusual slop conditions. We tuned mast and
sails about the same as for bcginning of first race., This
proved to be correct at least while the wind held. Srarted
on starboard near the windward end even though the
lurd end appeared to be favared. Before long we managed
to get back winded and as luck would have i, we could
get clear air on port by dm:'ucing under only one boat, An
this |.'h|'.|n:'l'll We i.l.‘.lll:l'uj ourselves ,_.“Hing on port with Olsen
snd Fallen to lurd and boch ahead and Melntosh to
weather but slightly behind. Moting that Fallon was wear-
g his ]Lll.'k:.' red and white ]3-:1|]-Ci|d|::|t shirt we decided o
follow him for awhile, after ra.'u::t“ing thar he had worn
this same' shirt during the two qualifying races he had
won. Fallon was by far the fastest of our group. We were
doing good with Olsen and Melnrosh and i ]l:uukr.d like
this group was on top of all or most of the fleet so we
decided to do nnth[ng drastic. We held the port way out
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te sea and then held a long starboard, Fallon rounded
first, followed by Coha and Delorme who had |-|.1'..'|:d it
real smart on the other side of the course. Fourth was
Olsen and nexe us, While [ had litle time o think of &
at this point, | do recall thinking there was no cause for
.'I].itl'll. We wWetre ili;.lih Mo ine nl::q' [al] I:iw wr:1an‘r .|11r;|
our primary jub was to stay on the rig]u tack. How stuprd
can you get? Positions didn't change on the two spinnaker
reaches even though some boars went high and some low.
Going into the second weather leg the wind had lightened
considerably, we took a starboard tack as had Fallon and
Coha. Eich (well behind us) went off on pore tack, We
held the tack pretty far out before taking the port tack
to the mark. We had lost Eich, Mueller, Barbers and
another boat. It should have been obviows to us that many
boats on the weather were sailing faster than we were in
the light air. Everyone in our boat became so impressed
with Eich's brilliant sailing on this leg that we got carried
away and didn't realize that we had forgotten to adjuss
to the lighter wind conditions. We rounded the second
weather mark ninth. Even though some of the boats ahead
went |1igl1 and some stayed low on the rwo reaches our
position didn't change. Going inte the last weather leg,
we ended up playing the middle. The area seemed to be
full of dead spots and boars were taking us on both sides
of the course. The wind was much lighter evérywhere and
the :-:[d::p was bad bur it was obvious that either side of the
course was better than the middle. We approached the
finish line on port tack locked up by another boar and
had to watch Anderson, Raffee and Wright cross ahead of
us. We finished 17th; further emphasizing, in part at least,
that we did not know how to adjust tor the light air and
slop conditions. Again, it was a long trip to the shower
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and lwaly locked further away but we were confident that
this would net happen again. How stupid can you get?
During the evening, | attempted 1o find out how others
were making the necessary adjustments for the light air
and slop conditions. Most all agreed that considerable heel
to lurd was important to avold pounding in the slop. Some
satd loosen sheets two inches or more and avoid m]-r.ing
tacks on any shifts under 30" because of the distance that
15 lost in coming about in the slop. It seemed to me tha
we had already teicd all of these things without much
success,

Third Race. At six in the morning, wind was blawing
fairly sirong and we were told it had blewn meost of the
might, It was cleudy all morning and abour 11:00 a.m, we
had a slight drizele. Wind started dying and on way o
the race course we found that it was going to be a grear
day for kelp watching. Prior to the race the wind lightened
more and we ook several practice tacks with our sheets
loosened and using the barber-haul about 4° from the jib
block. It appeared thar we were going okay on the
weather. Boom up about 6" and outhaul in about 47, The
main looked terrible but we were willing 1o try anything.
Lurd end appeared to be slighty favored. We started on
starboard nEnur three quarters down the line, we had a
nice hele with no one bothering us o weather. Healy,
about two boar lengths ahead and loafing. Fallon, a boat
length below me on a parallel course but with a gline in
lus eye. Tom was temporarily rapped. ['m sure he knew
that by coming up then would have forced me over buc
in so doing would have put him right on the transom of
Healy. Eventually, time ran out and we had a good start.
Everyone to lurd was pinching, For fear of getting back-
winded and slowed down by Healy, we flipped to port
while boar speed was good and cleared most starboard
tack boats, A quick look around revealed thar most of the
fleet had anp:d to port immediately after start and an
this point appeared to have the upper hand on the boats
that had started near the lurd end. We seemed to have
good boat speed as we went far out to sea with several
other boats, It was a good tack bur obviously we held the
port o long, Seidelmann and others went to starboard
carlier and scemed to get away out ahead of us in just a
short while. With the barber-haul, we did not point as
well with the same boats as in the first two races on the
first leg but we were willing to aray with it hoping that
with it we could find the answer to doing better when the
wind lightened later on in the race. We rounded twelfth
not too far behind the leaders. First reach was a dull spin-
naker leg with no change in position as was the second
reach and run. Even though this leg should have been a
run, the wind was abeam at least half the time so0 it was
virtually impossible to make money by awempting to tack
down wind, We held our posiden by going straight to the
mark, The wind was dying and my main concern was to
get back on the weather and see thar if with the barber-
haul we had found any answer to our problem with the
light air and slop. Obviously, we had nor.

Cuickly we were outsailed by four boats, Half way up
the weather leg we dropped the barber.haul. We tried to
sail loose which didn’t seem to help and I couldn’t help
but feel thar my mast had too much hook for the light
air conditions. We rounded sixteenth, held this spot on
the next two legs. O the last weather leg we rightened
up a bir and lost five more boats, How stupid ean you
get? In spite of a twentyfirst in this race we picked up
two positions on the road 1o laly. A quick stop at the bar
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was enjoyable in more ways than one. Among other things
mn the conversation | recall that Barney Mead was hoping
that he could ar lease ECL One race in the ‘teens’.

Fourth Race, On the way to the race course, we noticed
nny white caps on the water and were lulled into believ-
ing that we were to have better air for this race. Even
though I was certain that we moved better in this kind of
air with considerable bend in the mast, | kept thinking
that I should block the mast and get it reasonably straight
for the "g]'lt air and 5[np conditions thar would likely
occur before too long in the race, This I did not do. We
were thirteenth the frst time around and on the second
weather leg took a long port tack almost to the lay line.
We seemed to be moving well. Eich and Coha were to
weather and ahead but we were working up and closing
on them. After we took the starboard tack we sull gained
on them and had Coha tucked safely under us. Ac last
we had mastered the Pacific slop. Don't change a thing
we said. But then to our utter amazement Coha headed
up, sailed l:r':sk]}r across our bow and up to our weather.
'Efi,:is completely demoralized us. We lost a few more
boats before we reached the mark. Another short reach
and then on the long run, having nothing to lose, 1 tried
tacking down hill but the wind shifted against me on
every tack. Drsp-cr:ur[y. we held a Eu-ng starboard tack
on the last weather leg and it looked as though we might
pick up about half the fleet but our pore tack to the finish
line was into the waves, How stapid can you get?

Fifth Race. A close examination of our side shrouds
at dock side revealed thar for seme unknown reason we
were considerably looser than at the start of the Regatta.
Mo answer for this excepl for the continuous pﬂunding
in the slop during the nine previous races, [ thought 1
should tighten up decided against it, I'm nor sure why.
Sailing out ro the course it was apparent that our beat
speed was nothing sensational. A few practice tacks con-
F:F:‘urmd that we were not rr::u':hl..I for the circuit but the ten
minute gun had gone. As usual the wind was fairly good
at the start. We decided on a weather end start and as
it turned out there was hardly any trathc. At the gun we
were on the line and next to the weather flag. A perfect
weather start. Smither and Olsen crossed at the same spot
just seconds behind, Both of them went on port immedi-
arely and looked very good with the fleet. W'I: too flipped
to port several boat lengths to weather and slightly behind
Smither, At this peint we were very happy with our posi-
rion with the entire feer bur wichin 200 vards, Smither
had worked up and in front and I was forced o clear
my air. Very demoralizing. From then on 1 knew we had
to gamble in hopes that with luck we could pick up boats
in large bunches because an average fnish for us would
not make a down payment on :t: trip to ltaly. We
rounded with five boats behind and were convinced thar
from now on we must gamble for higher stakes. Tacking
down wind was the next opportunity to gamble and we
rounded last. By this time, the pressure was off so far as
the blue Aeet was concerned nng we started concentrating
an the green fleer,

We were lucky to nose out the hrst few boats and
Anished with the full realization that we had not yet
mastered the art of tuning and sailing in the wind and sea
conditions that were so ptcv:lcm: during maost of the time
in the five race series. My first chore when | arrive home
will be to cancel my registration at Ohio State Universiry
in the Italian Language Class. How optimistic can you
get?



HU".'I. EVER, we are not Iving down on the joh, Far
from it

since we introduced the Mold-Cot®® sail Jast YOI
our four Lightning sailors, including Jimmy Meehan
and Tony Baroni in the Cutting Department, have
worked for a solid vear on our Lightning designs—
ricing in race atter race—constantly experimenting and
testing—adjusting this—modifvine that,

It you have not seen these new Lightning Mold-
Couts, vou cannot realize how different they are

Jimmy's latest jib, which we took South in January
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b try out, was the best looking jiby wie have ever seen,
bar none.

In mains, we've been working with varying mast
hends to develop a design that gives the best all around
performance. It makes quite a difference how much
mast bend is used and we are certainly not unhappy
with the results obtained this past summer and fall,

As for spimmakers, our famous Spherical more than
holds its own against all comers vear after vear, So, we
hiave not tampered with it. Today’s Spherical Spinnaker
is the same high performance, versatile sail it always
has been—ontstanding for both running and reaching

frard gaile. Otr company derives iy mrme frestaa
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1964 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP
SAN DIEGO
FROM THE COCKPIT OF “BLITZEN"

By John M. McIntosh

On the way out to the start of the first race in the
championship we had plenty of tme to try and settle
down, the air was light and it was a long sail out. So much
had happened in the short span of the past few days it
was d.:'f'Ev:ul: to ger adjusted,

Barbara Ann and I had flown our by jet on Friday,
met sons Johnny and Neff who had come on ahead via
Houston and the Sears Semi-Finals: Spent all day Sarur.
day getting 'Blitzen’, kindly loaned by good friends Ber-
nard and Warren Gross, rigged and tuned [we hoped)—
Picked up Ruddy Lewis, just before Ist Elimination race,
as a 3rd crew——then squeaked through the Eliminations
with a couple of middle finishes and a 3rd to just make
the Finals.

Ist R:tq:e—Tun:Sda}r

Wind was light from WNW-—maybe 5 to 6 with gentle
swell and not much chop. Line was good, so we started
near the starboard end, upper third, and rolled to port
as soon as it opened up a litle—planned to tack up the
beach, but after encountering one big flat spot and obsery-
ing more air outside we rolled back to starboard. This
helped as we got better air and managed o sail preey
well up the middle. We rounded somewhere around 15th
and got clear air downwind, picking up boats and distance
on both reaching legs, pulled up to abour 10th.

The second weather leg was our downfall, the air
seemed to soften, and I played the port tack up the beach
—The wind shifted more South which was fatal for us.
Trying to work back out was tough gomg—Had to tack
an real headers, and probably tacked too much. Every-
thing did not work—Dropped many boats up wind then
really "tubed it” by trying to carry a chute on the reach-
ing leg which was now too tight. So—lost a few more—
By this time we were about last, and being threatened
by the President's Cup leaders. Fortunately, after an un-
exciting final weather leg the race ran out, we fnished
26th and 1 was glad there wasn’t any more,

nd Race—Wednesday

Wind was about WSW and blowing a little harder,
probably about & to 10, same old ocean swell, and a lirtle
choppier, or sloppier, due to more breeze. Again started
in upper third of the line, rolled to port, and generally
stayed on the outside of the rhumb line—Must have been
the right way as Fallon used same approach and rounded
1st mark with a good lead—we were pretty good, about
oth around, and looked smart downwind moving up to
7th. Had trouble finding the leeward mark against the
shoreline bur I figured that Fallon with his “eagle-eyed”
young locals knew where he was going so I followed him.
It turned out ckay and we went into the second wind-
ward leg.

“Fod Melntosh in £8475"

Remembering the southerly swing of the brecze the
day before, and being real "smart” 1 took the starboard
tack. It looked good for a while, but thar was all—The
air softened again, [ found several large holes, experienced
extreme frustragion, and generally "tanked.our”. Ar the
end of this leg we found that I had carefully worked
us back into the “twencies”. {18th John)—Ed.

The downwinds were uneventful, and excepe for the
back stay coming complerely undone [turnbuckle) on the
final windward leg nothing else of note happened—Thank

oodness! The wind generally died, and so did we. We
nished 23th which was about one place better than the
day before.

3rd Race—Thursday

Wind was considerably South of West by now, a few
rain drops fell {unheard of supposedly), and the sun
didn't break out of the gloom until starting time. Started
at extreme weather end, rolled to port and rook-off—MNo
problem about dropping back through the Aeer today—
We were wrong all the way up the lst leg and rounded
with only 2 or 3 boats astern. The reaching legs didn't
!;rm-f a thing, and on the Znd windward E:g tried the
ong starboard, a little different scenery, but at the mark
we still had our "companions" of the st lap. Twa more
long reaches added to the mileage but didn't improve our
position,

The last windward |cg we sailed up the middle, reh-
giously tacking when the compass indicated a header, and
slowly picked up a few places. Didn't lose any stays as
we had re-tuned "Blitzen” and were now sailing the "new"
tight rig, as opposed to the "new™ loose rig of the day



before. We srill didn’t have good boat speed on the wind
—1 was trying everything—running off —pinching—more
heel, less heel—eic, ete.—oh well we hnished 24th.

4th Race—Friday

Wind was back w SW-—abour 12, (they ecall this
normal—you couldn't prove it by me). Warer was chop:
pier and I decided to have a go ar the Starboard tack
and hold on toward the South. Started prenty near the
leeward end, there was some little mess below us, we were
clear, thankfully—we stayed South of the rhumb line
and after several clever racks reached the mark in about
our usual 20th p]rl:t.—Hr:ld our own off the wind, some-
how we went great on the reaches where the crew did
everything, then a long slow downwind (flar triangle)
where we closed a little on the boats ahead.

Second windward leg was frustrating as the wire down-
haul on jib "pooped-out”—However it scemed worse than
it really was, and altheugh the scalloped effect was worni-
some we didn’t lose much. The only excitement on the
reach and run came in repairing the jib down-haul, the
bow was a bit bouncy during this operation. The last
weather leg we again married ourselves to the compass
and generally sailed up the middle—Wery interesting, we
picked up three or four boats, and lost three or four
others—we crossed the finish line 21st. {You will note,
dear reader, we improved a little in each succeeding race.
I confidently ﬁgu:rc if they will make these regattas 20
or 23 races we——-1)

5th Race—Saturday

Well, the wind was way around toward the South,
blowing abour 10, a tuly levely day for an outing on
the water— (Notice how our outlook had changed? Sof-
tened perhaps). We started in the middle of the line, held
a Starboard rack ro the South, made it casier to see the
beach, surfers, bathers etc.—5Stayed south of the rhumb
line, alternately wa.tch':ng the COmpass and the sea-birds
searching for food. Rounded the first mark abour 17th
(Mo, this isn't one of those other races}. MNo change on
the short crosswind leg, but then we picked up a couple
of boats on the long (slow) downwind. Ruddy and Bar-
bara Ann excelled at flying the spinnaker in all thar slop.

Second upwind leg we held a long port tack, longer we
held ie the berter we liked ir. Stayed north and tacked on
headers, rounded 12th — Crosswind — no change — long,
|-ung, dewnwind, headed straigln for mark, one lirtle pass
to windward to nip one luckless boat ar the mark. On the
last weather-leg—wind had gentled—we worked up the
midd!:-—wntching COmpass, sailed hard and c:lrg:fu]l:,.l—
pick up a boat—lose a boat, at least we saw the exciting
finish of the leaders—>Sailed into one magnificent garage
for what secemed an eternity and fnally stumbled across

to finish 12th.

Truthfully ic had been a wonderful regama, although
we never seemed to ger going. I never really had the feel
of it—Light to medium air—lots of wave action—we must
have tried 113 different ideas—retuned the boat 5 times
—once a day—DMaybe next time they will have 23 races.

Ist —¥rd—3th LAKE ERIE DISTRICTS

s —MIDWEST DISTRICT

Ind—CENTRAL NEW YORK DISTRICT
nd—GREATER LOMNG ISLAND DISTRICT
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SAILING THE NORTH AMERICAN IN THE RUCK —

by BARNEY E. MEAD

Charlie Schreck, your year book editor wrote me and
several other people in the class prior to the 1964 North
American Championships and asked us to write articles
abour the races for the year book. We all agreed and
after it was all over and 1 fnished so0 poorly, 1 theught
that | would be off the hook bur Charlie insisted that
I tell all concerned how it feels and what I think T did
wrong and what I learned,

"Claney™ qua]lﬁcd 26ch with finishes of 13, 10 and 7
in the elimination series and fAnished 21, 20, 27, 19 and
25 two hnish 27th in the championship series. If you
normally do berrer than chis, [ suggest thar you stop at
this point in the article because yvou probably know more
than I do.

Since [ consider "Clancy” one of the fastest boats in
the Lighming Class, you can well imagine that I was dis-
appointed o say the least to finish in the ruck in 1964,

"Clancy” sailed in California for the first time when
she was new in 1961, Afrer she and her skipper got used
to sailing in the light air and swells of the Pacific, she
qualified for the first World Championship and finished
third in one of the races, I only mennon this fact to
indicate that when 1 learned that we would be back in
Mission Bay in 1964, I thought that our chances should
be excellent in that we had already raced there and felr
this would be of great advantage. How wrong can you be!
Also, since in 1961 eleven of the boats in the first fifteen
had been from east of the Mississippi, the competition in
California would not be as keen as if the 1964 champion.
ships were sailed in the east. T had final high hopes thar
many hot skippers from the east would not make a second
3000 mile trip to San Diego. This was my second basic
mistake. The competiion in California has improved
tremendously in the past three years and all the hot rods
from the east were much i evidence,

One of the most important chnngn that has taken
place in the Lightning Class in recent years is that while
at one time there were a small number of people in the
Class who knew how to rig a Lightming to make it go
faster than the other boats; roday a grear number of
people know these "secrers” and they are almost common
knowledge; pardcularly ar an event like the Morth
American Championships. This has resulted in much
keener competition. The Lightning Class is gerting like
the Matonal Football Lc'lgu: in the sense that on any
given Sunday almost any good Lightning sailor can win.
This is what makes the Lighining Class the mose com-
petitive sailboat in the world, Ir was no coincidence that
Bill Cax, skipper of American Eagle and Bob Bawvier,
skipper of Constellation in the Americas Cup Series were
former Lightning sailors. They are the type of yachtsmen
that the Lightming Class is developing and has developed,

Mow for my excuses. One of the most interesting
things about yacht racing is that mest skippers can find
reasons why they did not do better or win the race.
Here are mine about the North Americans,

I, 26 other Lightning sailors sailed beter than [ did.

2. T thought that knowing how to sail in the swells of
the Pacific would m.*ti: a great difference in the
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resules, As far as T could determine the swells had
na noticeable effect on the resuls.

Llsually one side of the race course s favored
from a wind direction, wind wvelocity, or ride
standpoint on the beat, In California there were
definitely favored sides. However, 1 constantly
sailed up the wrong side the first beat up despite
watching my compass and knowing the direction
of the current. | was never smart enough to deter-
mine the favored side the hrst time up i any of
the races., The boats that rounded the weather
mark in the twenties the first time up usually
fnished in the owenties,

. The crew is j;lst a% imFlﬂ:rI:Ir!I: as the I’!I-l:!n::i.l:1 the rl'g,

the sails, and the skipper. My crew ar all times
did an excellent job and if | had skippered as
well as they crewed, | would have done much
better, However, if [ were going to race again in
California in the lighe air [ would have the ﬁght(‘ﬁ:
possible crew weight. Our crew weighed 315
pounds. A 400 pound crew would have been a
definite advantage,

During the championship, there were big holes
in the wind in all the races. By that I mean that
you would be moving well, and all of a sudden
you would find vourself in areas of lighter winds.
"Claney"” gor clobbered again and again by sailing
into these arcas. There has to be a way to avoid
these areas. At the end of the last race [ starred
tackin :'mrnm;li:uf]}-' when we got into a hole, 1t
-iermeg te work but I am still not sure about this.

The boats that really did well had three people
in the boat that worked in the following manner.
The skipper was the helmsman, one of the crew:
men was the navigator and tactician and the other
member was in charge of setting the sails to get
maximum drive our of the boat, "Clancy” did not
have the crew duties broken down in this manner.
I think this would have been a good idea.

"Claney” had a wery bad case of the "go-slows™.
this is a disease that skippers sometimes get in the
Maorth Americans, Many boats before they get o
the MNorth Americans are performing well against
boats in their local areas and beating most of them,
Their s]cl'pprr i= not used o being back in the ruck
and when this happens, particularly in an event
as imporant as the Morth American Champion-
ship, instead of keeping the boat moving on the
[yemt pu”s the sails in tig!ucr and righrcr.. pinr]‘lﬂ-
more and more and ends up getting further and
further behind, Another symptom is being in the
ruck and instead of concentrating on carching and
passimng the boats in the immediate vicinity, take a
big gamble to try and catch 10 boats, Gambles
like this usually don't pay off and simply cause
the skipper o lose 10 more boats, The final
stages of the 'go slows' usuvally results when the



skipper decides o follow the boat that is deing
the best in the Regata. "Claney” gor to this
pomnt in the third race, We had done pootly in
the first race, gotten fouled in the second race,
causing us to start abour four minutes late and
decided to follow Carl Eichenlaub who was ahead
ar the time in the fourth race. Carl was not too far
ahead of us as we rounded the frst mark. He
rounded 24, we gave up following Carl! Although
this was his worst race, he did not panic but
recovered to finish 9th. We took a big gamble
and fnished 19th.

Most of the boats in the North American had
"Barber Hauls”. "Clancy” did not and should
have. You should have all the latest innovations
on your boat when you are m the North Ameri-
cans. You can bet [ will be using "Barber Hauls"
next year.

9. On Friday night before the fifth and final race,
I made an investigation of the top ten boats.
I elimbed aboard each boar and looked around to
see what was different than "Clancy”. All boats had
much less rake and hook than did "Clancy™. 1
noted this and did nothing to change "Claney” for
the last race. Karl Smither also noticed this, made
a change in his boar before the last race and had
a beauriful race.

Ed. Note—See Race V—Smithet's Article,

Afrer reading all this you might say "no wonder
"Clancy' sailed in the ruck in California®.

Afrer T got home I decided that I must cure "Clancy™
of the "go slows”. This is what I did, I changed the
rake from 36" to 24", I changed the hook in the mast
from a constant hook in all wind conditions to a variable
hook which can be changed with varying wind velocities.
Since rh:l]-u'hg these c[‘mngts "Clancy™ has won three
straight regattas and been second in another. People
around here who were occasionally beating "Clancy™
before she went to California are saying whae did you
do to "Clancy” in California to make her go so Ffase?
The answer is "nothing in California but a hell of a lot
after she came home."”

It is no fun to sail in the ruck but it sure does make
major changes necessary.

'I.'l ll-"l'. i Irlllrllﬂllll-
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LOOK DEEP
AT
FIBERGLASS ~ *
LIGHTNINGS

Beouty moy be only skin deep, bul strength—partieularly in fibgr-
glass laminotes, depends on o greot deal more thon just o shiny outer
surfoce, Whaot's hidden inside thot glossy hull and deck is imparfont—
specifically the inferior or “core’ of the laminote. This is the port
which coniributes to stiffness ond flotelion ond ohles good, stiff,
minimum widght Lightnings te be buellt, You can’t see i, but it mokes
the difference befwaen o wise investment that will lost indefinitely and
o rather expensive failure which moy tlow down with oge ond lose
value quickly,

Ask obout the core structure of the fiberglosi Lightning you're
interested in. Then compore it propetties with those of the praven
Syncored laminote which mokes up the Mobjock Lightning. Syncore
laminotes hove been used in soilboot construction by Mobjock for
mare than o decode now, ard the first boot built this woy (in the 17
Maobjock closs) is still Hght and lively—still winning roces, without any
roticenble detericrotion, Our Lightnings have all been built this way=—
since sarly 19861—and svery sne b oflll gaing strang, o they sheuld
be. The Symcore lominotes, mode exclutively by Mobjock hove been
widely imitated, byt never eguolled. Just how we do it, and exoctly
what ingredients are in the materiol ore owr secred, alihough some of
the parts are common knowledge. Syncore i3 not o foomed plostic,
ke Styrefsom or palyursthone fooms, It connot cbisrb and hald
meiure like Bolio ond polyurcthone fooems will, |t hes impact and
comprassion strengths which for exceed these of evan the high density
fooms. Even more important, it i exiremely stable, and will not
change its propertics with oge or extremes of temperatures, like mony
of the fooms, 1o you don't wind up ofter o covple of years with on
unfair battem which kills speed.

We're 1o wre of our lominoles thot we'll guoronies them for
thren years againyt failures of the lominotes ond weight pickup dus
fo moliture obiorption.  Hove other builders hod the wealth of
experience in swccessful fibergloss lominates 1o be able te srand
behind their products this way?

Owr boots constantly win, too. Considering the smoll number of
Syncore. Lightnings out (obout 50 during the 1964 seatan) auwr rocing
record is outstanding. It includes thras District Champianships;
Atlantic Coost Chompienships, and many wing in 1ome of the most
important doss regatios. [Wilte for our current rocing record),

Other fibsrglots Beati are now baing Bulll which ean win—juut
the same ot ours. How well will they do ofter o few seasons?

Incidantally, cur new 1945 Lightnings hove some improved ideaos
and fitlings over previous Beats, They are now available with your
cholce of either wornished mabagany or Teak trim, and significant
improvements hove been mode to interior finithes, Fully odjustable
jib  foirleads, drem operated vong ond jib dewnhoul,  odjuitable
hiking strops, oft led topping Fiff, and other desived equipment is
stondard on our racing Lightning,

IFrite for Our lasirated Hrochere wnd Price Lisi,

MOBJACK MFG. CORP. Gmug;::;sf:m"m
A Divisiom of Browning dems Compony 703-0X3-1981




RACE-BY-RACE NOTES —

No. 9000 THERMIS IX

By Karl Smither
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Race | About the five-minute gun the wind backed
a trifle so that the leeward end of the line seemed
favored. We started about three-quarters of the way
down the line, but did not quite get clear atr. Then on the
first spinnaker run we gambled on heading low to aveid
the luffers. This was bad—they sailed right through us
to windward and blanketed us near the jibing mark.
Profiting by this sad experience we held high on the
next 3 spinnaker lr.-g; and pasﬂed one ta Four boats on
each run. On the third and final beat I decided w go
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POST AND
SAILCRAFT

We Specialize in

W holesale Prices for

MAST & BOOMS
LATHE TURMNED SPINMNAKER POLES
RUDDERS
TILLERS ANMD HIKEOUT STICKS

7026 EAST LATHAM S5T.
PHONE — 946-0328
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZOMA
or
2020 EAST FIRST STREET
TEMPE, ARIZOMNA 85281
PHONE —967-0121
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for broke on a long port tack, to get our northing before
going out into the ocean current. I held on, riding
through headers, We must have already been far enough
offshore to be in the current, because we slipped from
8th to a hnish of 18th on that one leg.

Race II The leeward start seemed Ffavored because
we could not cross on starboard. Fortunarely there was
a recall, but no change in the line. We got across OK bur
badly backwinded. As soon as we could, we wiggled
clear on the port rack, bur oo late. Perhaps a shift
favored the other end starters, or [ could net ger in
phasf with the shifes, so I ended up ﬁni:—'.]-iing 2Ind.

Race IIT Pur on a different mainsail. A real good
line; gor a fair start, bur just could not point or foor
with the fleer, even after we got clear air. Sunk sdll
further down ta 26eh.

Race IV Line OK. Got an excellent seart with clear
air. Carefully checked our relative speed with other boats,
They all pulled out on us on the same tack when close
aboard, We just had lousy boar speed in spite of any-
thing I could do. Finished 27th—worst yet,

Race W [ am desperate—something had to be done,
We tightened the jumper stay turnbuckles nine turns
each, to give the sail more draft, I tried a windward
start bur was 5 seconds early, so had to lose way, This
was bad because we were then dead in the water ar the
start and got blanketed by other boats, which were
moving faster. We tacked to port and got clear as much
as possible, playing the shifts. No more of this long-port-
tack-regardless stulf for me, Olsen, however, made our
well on the initial long port tack. We were moving again
now and wiggled up to fourth place at the first weather
mark, just above Seidelmann, in spite of our poor start.
The spinnaker legs were terrific battles but we kept out of
blankets by holding high. On the beats there seemed o
be beteer air alongshore on the port rack bur this meant
risnning into the President’s Cup fleet with their spinnakers
on top of us, I went out and kept clear air as much as
possible, stll playing the shifts. By picking some of them
right, we finished sixth, our best race of the series,

What a difference when a boar is muned righe!

Weadfe an the Jibe North
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We're Busting Our Buttons

over the NEW

NICKELS & HOLMAN
Ylass and Wood

LIGHTNINGS

They are lofted and built
for WINNING

fast! beautiful!
light! rugged!

* MASTS + RIGGING e BOOMS -+ RUDDERS
® TILLERS * HARDWARE e CUSTOM FITTINGS
¢ COCKPIT COVERS = WINTER COVERS
e TRAILING COVERS
e LIGHTNING TRAILERS

Semi-Finished Hulls and Do-it-your-self Kits

NICKELS & HOLMAN

LONG LAKE RD.

Phone: MAin 9-2198 Area 313

FENTON, MICHIG
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acuttle-butt sayas . . .

It

The Saybrook Lightning

(in nood or fibre-glass)

for outstanding boal- 1

® 2nd Morth Americons (missed winning
by 1 point)

1st Conn. Districts

15t Conn. Championships (Gov. Cup)
1st Milford Spring and Fall Series

1st Black Rock Regatia

1st Black Rock Invitational

1st Cedar Pt. Regatta

1st Larchmont Race Week

1st Mass. Championships

Ist Marr. Bay (R.l.) Championships
1st LI Jr. Championships

1st W.L.I. Sound Championships
15t Stanford-Moroaton Regatta

15t Spofford Lake Jr. Regaoito

15t Spray Beach Regata
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Our fibre-glass Lightning features the Martin Wier hull with
which Carl Eichenlaub won the mid-winter championships in
1964 and finished 3rd in the North American championships.

also

SOBSTAD SAILS PAINTING AND REPAIRING
RACING BLUE JAYS LIGHTNING TRAILERS (1000 LB) — $24%.00
SPARS AMD RIGGING LOW-SLUNG {1500 LB.) — $279.00

SAYBROOK YACHT YARD

OLD LYME, COMNM. TEL. 203-434-70215
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