Of the five boats from the district that guslified for the North
Americans, we had representatives inoall three fleets. No ones final
stamd ings were startingly good, but here was some awlully good sailing
done by Mississippi Valley District sailors

After the North Amercan’s the local regatta cireuit continmed with
the Carlyle Sailing Association’™s Labar Day “impromptu®™ regette. This
is 0 regatta that started sctually before Lake Carlyle was formed , ricing
for a case of beer. It has grown from that humble beginning to o pood
regutta attended by quite o few out of town boots. Unfortunately this
regatta has o rival in the southern hall of the district where the Island
Bay Yachi Club has itx MeDougal Regatta on the same weekend

In mid September the Mammoth Whale-of-a-Sail Regatta s held by
the Carlyle Satling Association which s a multichsss, multicourse regalia
usually dmwing somewhere between 2000 and 300 boats n some 15
different classes. In recent yvears the use of three separte courses and
race committees his done a grest deal to smooth out the traffic
problems rhat were eéarlier experenced. We all hope that Lightning
partiipation in the Whale will improve as it has been mimomal in the
kst couple of years

In late September there is the Waitkins Regutta uf Kentucky Lake
which 15 an open regatto and wsually includes The Lightming Class, The
last regatta of the season is the fabled Blue Nose Regatta hosted by
Istand Bay Yacht Club and Lightning Fleet 262 on Ol Hickory
Reservoir near Nashville. This is o regatta that s known to many people
from outside of the district for its hospitality and good competition

The Mississippi Valley District has, as detodled above, many regattas
and weleomes Lightning sailors from nearby Meets, The particular dates
fior our regattas for next year are listed in the district ad elsewhere in
this book, Please come and visil us

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT

District Commodore . . .. ....Donald C. Brush, Ir.
District Secretary . ... .ouvoa, .. Georges Peter
District Champion ............-..John Collins
District Runner-Up .. .o vnn Donald C, Brush, Ir,

Fleets: Centerboard Y.C. (14); Merrimac River Fleet (121); Spot-
ford Lake (145); Annisquam Y.C. (151); Marblehead Harbor (189);
Bomoseen Lake §.C, (227); Lake Dunmore (243); Harrasseket Y.C.
(244); Massebesic Y.C, (2713 Chequesset {280): Lake (']I;lmpl.llll'l {301y
Squam Lake (332); Cohasset (369); Pontoosuc (417);, Androscoggin
Lightning Fleet (4500; Granite Lake (457),

The 1977 District schedule opened in Burlington, Vermont in éarly
lune where the Mallet's Bay Boal Club sponsored the New Hampshire-
Vermont championships. The “factory team"” of Bill Shore and Greg
Fisher prevailed, followed by Don Brush Je., Dave Little, and 16 other
skippers on a cold, blustery weekend., Defending District Champion
Don Brush won the award for the highest N.H.-Vi. finisher after o dose
batile with clubmate Dave Little. The following weekend 21 skippers
and crews answered the starting gun st Newburyport., The weather
warmed up, but controversy plagued this regatta. Both of Saturday's
races were protested and no one seems to remember who won the
hardware. One week later arder (and good racing) was restored at the
Annisquam Yacht Club, Greg Fisher bested a field of 14, followed by
Jack Burwell, Georges Peler, Don Brush, Sr. (with o pickup crew from
Vermont!), and Stu Nickerson.

Fhree weeks Eter, the District Chompionships were hosted by the
Harraseeket Yocht Club m South Freeport, Maime, Thirty plus boats
comtested for the championship and gight North American berths in a
regatta that will be long remembered for both the fine competitive
sailing under the direction of R.C. Chairman Gardner Brown and the
“PDown East™ hospitality, led by Jack and Marilyn Burwell, John
Collins and Don Brush tied on overall low points, with Caollins (and
crew of Ann Hayes and Lary Fretts) winning his third District
Championship in four years on the tie breaker. Dave Curtis finished
third after leading the regatts until the final leg Fred Hambler (4th)
and Georges Peter (5th) also finished in the money.

Two weeks later at Marblehead Race Week, Georges Peter edged out
Buddy Duncan and John Collins for the Larsen trophy. Peter and
Collins tied for the State of Massichusetts Championship (comprised of
the weekend mees) lfollowed by Brush, Len Pratt, and Joel Humphrey,
The weekend of August 13-14, just prior 1o the North Americans, both
Wellfleet on Cape Cod (22 haats) and Mullet’s Bay Boat Club on Luke
Champlain (17) hosted Lightning events. At Wellfleet Bill Shore bested
Stu Nickerson, both having just returned from the World Championship
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NEW ENGLAND

DISTRICT
Regatta Schedule

1978

June 10 & N Partland Yacht Club Invitational
Portland, Maine

June 17 & 18 Northeast Regatta
Mallet's Bay Boat Club
Burlington, Vermont

June 24-25 Vermont-New Hampshire Champianship
Lake Maszabasic Regatta
Manchester, New Hampshire

July 15-16 State of Maine Championship
Centerboard Yacht Club
South Portland, Maine

July 21-23 NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
CHAMPIONSHIP
WELLFLEET, MASSACHUSETTS

July 27-30 Marhlehead Race Week
Marblehead, Massachusetts

August 5-6 American Yacht Club
MNewhuryport, Massachusetts

August 12-13 Mallet's Bay Race Week
Mallet's Bay Boat Club
Burlington, Vermont

September 8-10  Lake Massabesic Regatta
Manchester, New Hampshire

September 9-10 State of Massachusetts Championship
Annisquam Yacht Club
Gloucester, Massachusetts

September 23-24  Spofford Lake Regatta
Spofford, New Hampshire




1978
Ohio District

Regatta Schedule

*Spring Shake Down Indian Lake Y.C, May 13-14
"Great Lakes Championship MNorth Cape Y.C. May 20-21
**Thundermug St. Marys Boat Club June 3-4
* *Windshift Leatherlips June 10-11
Independence Day Regatta Pymatuning Y.C. July 1-2
OHIO DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS ————— July — ——
C.Y.C. Regatta Cleveland Y.C. July 29-30
Steeplechase Port Clinton & Put-In-Bay Aug. B
Inter-lake Yachting Assn. Regatta Put-In-Bay Aug. 7-8-9

Harvest Moon Regatta Atwood Lake ¥Y.C. Sept. 9-10
Sandusky Fall Invitational Sandusky Sailing Club Sept. 16-17
Snow Flurries Regatta Port Clinton Y.C. Sept, 23-24
Snow Ball Regatta Buckeye Lake Y.C. Oct. 7-8
**Fall In Regatta Cowan Lake Sailing Club Oct. 21-22

Check Flashes or Special Notes for Any Changes
*Races included in Narthern Spring Circuit with Indiana Open Regatta
**Races included in Ohio Governor's Cup Series
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in Switzerland, followed by David Jones, one of the fine young sailors
in the District. Burwell and Dave Fitch completed the top five. In
Vermont, Brush, followed by Bill Dunnington, Peter Hubbard, and
Pratt, led the field.

At the Junior North Americans in Buffalo two NE. representatives,
Rill Fastiggi of Butlington and Tom Wynn of Spofford, qualified for the
N.A.'s with 10th and 12th place finishes respectively. The District
congratulates both on their fine performances,

Al the North Ameticans, three N.E. representatives, Brush (6th
qualifier), Peter, and Curntis qualified for the “Blue’ fMlight. Brush (with
a Ind in race #2) and Curtis were in contention for the top ten until in
the final race, In the President's Cup, Collins finished 5th, Other N.E,
representatives, in addition to the Junior qualifiers, were Peter Hubbard
(with a verv creditable 6th in the Governor's Cup). The District cocktail
party again provided o welcome respite from the week-long, highly
competitive sailing.

Back in New England, the District schedule, concluded with
September regattas at Lake Massebesic und Lake Spoiford. Don Brush,
followed by Buck Wynn and Hale, topped 15 boats from throughout
New Englind, 5 of which capsized in Sunday's gusty 30 knot breezes.
Al Spofford, Bonnie Shore came from behind on a light air, cold
weekend to take top honors in a 30 boat field. Hubbard, Dave Petersen,
2on Brush, and John Hughes followed. Undaunted spirits and the usual
Spofford hospitality more than overcame the inclement weather at this
very popular event.

With nine regattas, a hard fought Disirict Championship, and
continued growth of several fleets, the season was an ungualified
success, In addition, Stu Nickerson represented the District at the
World (hampionship, and Jack Burwell, Dave Curtis, Don Brush S,
Don Brush Jr., and Bob Gustafson went to the Seuthern Circuit. New
England was also well represented in the top ten at the two Westport
regattas. Most important, however, the District looks forward to 1978,
another successful season, and the 40th anniversary of the Lightning
Class.

OHIO DISTRICT

District Commodore . . .. .. Ron Sehulster

District Secretary .. .ovuwees ... Burt Preston
District Measurer . . Bucky Powless
Pistrict Champion . ...occveanns Greg Fisher
District Runner-Lip .. v oo Jim Dressel
Junior Champion ........ . Will Petersilge
Junior RunnerUp . .ooveecenens Richard Wilber

Fleets: Indian Lake (23); Leatherlips (27); Turkeyfoot (33);
Pymatuning {36); Toledo (42); Buckeye Lake (43); Rocky River (71);
Mansticld (150); Northeast (207); Atwood Lake (212); Cowan Lake
{303); Hoover Dam (353); Sandusky Bay (386); St. Marys (400,

Bill Share was the speaker at our 1977 winter meeting. He reviewed
the basic elements necessary for top boat speed and discussed his
starting procedure. Afterwards there was a question and answer perind.

Indian Lake's Spring Shake Down Regatta started Ohio's racing
senson. Jack Mueller was the winner with John Mueller second, Bob
Strempel was third and Bernie Malcolm fourth. The following week
North Cape Yacht Club hosted the Great Lakes Championship regatta.
Bruce Goldsmith was the winner with Jim Dressel second, and Garry
Demarest third, The Northern Spring Circuit is comprised of these two
regattas along with the Indiana Open Regatta. The winner of the circuit
was Jack Mueller.

The Thundermup Regatts, sponsored by 5t Mary's Boat club was
sailed June 4-5. Dick Pugh and Mike Wilkins took first and second
respectively.

Leatherlips hosted the Windshift Regatta. Ron Sehulster took lirst,
Bucky Powless second, Dick Pugh third, Tom Varley fourth, and Paul
Howard fifth.

On the Fourth of July weekend, Pymatuning Yacht Club sponsored
their Independence Day Regatta. The winner was Chuck Malthie, with
Bob Baumgardner finishing second, and Rob Ruhlman third.

The Ohio Districts were held at the Cleveland Yacht Club, At the
summer meeting it was decided to shorten the District Championship 1o
five races with a throwout, The serics continues as a three day event,
but with less pressure on the race commitiee and more time for
socializing, Greg Fisher won the District Championship and later went
on to place second in the North American Championships (brother
Matt took first), Second place went to Jim Dressel, third to Jack
Mucller, fourth to George Fisher and fifth 1o Bernie Malcolm.
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Bill Buckles took the honors at the annual Cleveland Yacht Club
Regatta with Jack Mueller taking second, and Dave Austin third,

The Sandusky to Put-ln-Bay Steeplechase was won by HRon
Sehulster, Jack Mueller took second and Bob McBride third. The
Put-In-Bay Regatia was won by Bill Buckles with Jack and John
Mueller mking the next two places.

Atwood Lake Yacht Club hosted the Harvest Moon Regatia
September 10 and 11. The winners were George Auer, Rick Cooper,
Burt Preston, Nelson Caley and Herb Jestel, respectively.

Buckeye Lake's Snowball Regatta attracted some of the best sailing
talent east of the Misdssippl. Bruce Goldsmith hailed victorious on the
water but seemed uninspired at the cockiail party. Greg Fisher took
second, Matt Fisher third, Bill Shaore fourth, and Mark Bryant fifth.

Cowan Lake's Fall-ln Regatta closed the season with perfect
weather, Ron Sehulster won by an impressive margin, Second was Hank
Hodgson, third Burt Preston, fourth George Auer, and fifth Bob Mains.

Ron Sehulster's strong finish a1 the Cowan Lake Regatta made him
the second winner of the Ohio Governor's Cup. This trophy is
presented to the Ohio sailor with the best overall record in the
Thundermug, Windshift, and Fall-ln Regattas. Dick Pugh was o close
contender until he missed the Inst two races 11 Cowan Lake due to
illness.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT

histrict Commodore |
District Secretary

District Measurer . . .
District Champion . .
District Runner-Up . .

..... . Jamie Nelson

..... Ceorge Blumel

conen s oo Van Conklin

............ Phil Parshiey
..... . Greg Lettler

Fleets: Maple Bay (64); Vancouver (90); Chinook (229); Columbia
{283); Okanagan (368); Juanita Bay (414), Comax Bay 437}, Klamath
(455).

We're all crazy! This was my conclusion after going over the notes
for this report. For the whaole summer of 77 our silors travelled an
incredible amount of miles 1o get to regattas, mid-winter meetings, pick
up new boats in the East (6000 miles round trip) and have smashing
parties to which the ladies contribute more time and effort than should
be permitted by the human rights committes. T ask myself, Why? Well,
I came up with the keyword as being COMRADSHIP! What a swell
bunch of suilors who certainly look for doing battle out on the course,
but even more than that, they know that Tom, Dick, Harry and all the
athers are there as well and that is why they do it. Conclusion: WE
ARE NOT CRAZY, but it helps

We started our racing season in May at Kelowna, B.C. Many of our
sailing buddies were still hibernating (or fixing) and therefore the
turnout was light The racing however was anything but Jight. On
Saturday we had good winds (18-20 mph.) and the planing reaches were
exhilerating, only to be outdone by even faster Hobte 16°s which make
an incredible sound while passing at high speed. Speaking of Hobies,
their huells are lethal weapons as Neil MacGibbon discoverad while being
on starboard, he was smartly holed by a Cat just at the waterline and it
ok all his skill 1o keep the boat afloat and return to the club. A
Tupperware lid and some tape solved his problem and he was back
racing in the next race. All in afl it appeared that Brian Coleman was
the man to beat although that turned out to be impossible and he took
top honors with Blumel and MacGibbin tying for second. Bob Bazett's
party on Saturday was us good as usual and breakfast ot Dee's and
Neil's was much appreciated.

The following weekend was the Memorisl Day Weekend and
traditionally we sail in Eugene on this weekend, but the lack of water
forced us to move over to Klamath Falls where a total of 27 boats
showed up. We had fair winds on Saturday and after two races Jamie
Nelson had bagged two first which seemed to be a comfortable
situation. On Sunday, with good winds, John Benedetti cranked up his
boat and went all the way to take the series. lamic Nelson was second
and Smoke Fischer third. The Portland Fleet dominuted the first six
spots with the exception of fourth which was won by Ken White of
Klamath Falls, 1 was good to see younger sailors such as Vicki
Renedetti, Lisa and Hap Parshley crew with their dad’s respectively and
do 4 good job in making the boats go fast. The party at White's was
stapgering. 1 never saw so much popcorn in one place as | did a1 that
great party!



Fhe Districts for the Pacific Northwest were held in Seattle this vear
and offered much excitement with Saturday being a real gear buster
Greg Zettler put on a strong showing during the {irst three races bui
bombed out in the fourth which put him in second place. The ever
pressing Phil Parshiey took honors, Jamie Nelson was third, “Light-
ning” Rod Johnson fourth and Portland's “Father of Lightnings™ Jolin
Benedeiti came in fifth. Phil’s new boatl is beautiful and performs
equally well with the capable help of his son and danghter, The party at
Pam und Kurt Seiffert’s lovely home
again a success and the feast of botled crabs was enjoyved by all

Lack of water was our worst enemy this vear and our Portland
regatta was no exceplion. The races had 1o be moved to Yale Lake,
wime 40 miles from the dred owt reservair. The conditions were
perfect! Clear skies, warm weather and wind ranging from 8 - 14 mph
on Saturday and 12 - I8 mph on Sundny., There was no doubt after
three that Zeitler was the man to beat. Rod Johnson had
problems on the starting hne in one race and to top it off split his boom
as well, Therefore after some good racing Greg fettler was first, Kurt
seiffert second, and Rod Johnson third. Yale Lake is very picturesque
and perhaps more races will be held hoere in the future,

In conclusion, the overall winner for this seasons racing was “The
Incredible™ Greg Zettler, This Tellow s anreal and | hope he will offer
s togrh competition again next vear.

In closing, our District §s planming o have its first Junior
Championship next year, and | can see that we will have some very
pood jumor sailors competing. The need for a builder on the West Coast
Is apparent and having one would help us greatly

A note of thanks to Cheryl Zettler for her excellent work in sending
race reports and results to Fleshes to kegp us all informed

S0 much for this year! We met o lot of people, made o lot of Criends,
travelled o lot of miles, raced in o lot of races and are ready to do it
agEiin next Vet

with 100 sailors attending, was

FICes

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

District Commodore . ... ..
District Secretary .. ...

voe s JLurry Frost
....... Frances Hughes
Districr Measurer ., ....... .+« Buck Ballatin
District Champion .......vew ... Rick Skinner
Distriet Runner-Up .. ... L. D. “*Debbie” Lallnnde

Fleets: Southern Yacht Club (62); Mobile Ray Lightning Fleet
(135} Shreveport Yacht Club (175); New Orleans Yacht Club (209):
Morean City Yacht Club (44 3),

Ihe Southern District siretches from Mobile Bay in the southeosi
corper of Alabama, across the Gall' 1o New Orleans and north west to
Shreveport, Louisiana and i comprised of five fleets totaling 50 or so
Lightmings. Regatta competition begins with the Sugar Bowl Classic
held around the first of the yvear on Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans,
on to the Holiday-in-Dixie event in Shreveport the lnst week-end in
April und concludes, usually, with the Jackson Mississippi Yacht Club
hospitality  shindig the end of October. Fairhope's Wadewitz is
calendered the first week-end in October. Besides these always “fun
events” there is the Gulf Yachting Association Lightning Class
Championships, won this year by Buck Ballatin, and the Southern
District of 1LCA Championships, captured in 1977 by Rick Skinner,
lhese two events are the main attractions of the year usually drawing
Lightnings from all the Meets of the ares, and are held in June and July,
Southern Yacht Club, New Orleans, has o Labor Day Lightning regatia
BVETY YT,

Marshall Walker, Shreveport Yacht Club, Tommy Allen, Southern
Yacht Club and Buck Ballatin, New Orleans Yacht Club represented the
District in The North Americans in 1977, Buck Ballatin ook second
place in the Governors Cup

Oilicers during the first hall of the 1977 sailing season were John
Butcher, Commodore and Larry Frost, Secretury, New Officers, Frost
arl Hughes ook over 3t the unnual meeting during Southern Districi
Champronships.

Ihe Jackson Mississippi Yacht Club annual Hospitality Regatta
inviles Lightnings to attend their regatta each year late in Oclober, The
Lightning Fleet at Jackson is inactive, vel seventeen Lightnings arrived
on the scene this vear all Trom distant yacht clubs, IT you sail within
00 miles or o of Jackson Yachl Club, we highly recommend this
“Indian Summer™ affair,

The Shreveport Yacht Club’s “Holiday-in-Dixie™ regatta the last
week-end in April cach yvear usually fields a large Deer of Lightnings (28
in 1977, 32 in 1976) and always has strong to stronger winds, You are
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invited to come o Shreveport's regatio and get & taste of “Early
Summer™ and great Lightning mcing. Fleet 175 at Shreveport Yacht
Club is very much alive.

TEXAS DISTRICT

Richard Rutmnan

. JAnn Wach
5. K. Newman
.« vatephen Croig

District Commodore
Instrict Secretary | -
District Measurer . P I
District Champion

Fleets: Dallas Corinthian (351 Rush Creck Yacht Club (435):
Gialveston Bay Sailing Club (448)

Ihe Texas District has been on a sow downhill skide with the
exception of Fleet 435 (Rush Creek Yacht Club) for the past five vears.
In my opinion, this problem is caused, in part, by failure of buillders to
resch satisfactory terms with retail dealers. The number of inferior
sailboats sold to inexperienced purchasers in this ares is ineredible,
Eventually, many of these people may turn to Lightmings if their sailing
experience leads them to an enclave of Lightning people, which in this
area 18 not likely, We feel that more people would buy Lightnings if the
boat dealers would sell them, The Texas District now has one active
ficet, fortunately it is one of the best.

On the bright side, due to the efforts of Fleet 435 and more nowmbly
Hm Craig and Bob Chilton, it appears likely that a Lighining Teet will
be started at the Fort Worth Boat Club, Fort Warth has some excellent
sailors who for vears have silled keel boats, some of extreme size for an
inland lake, The club is experiencing o back 10 basics movement by a
number of sailors who have bought Lightnings, We hope this will be the
nucleus of a large and competitive Meet in vears to come,

Thanks to the efforts of Duncan Porter, lim Cradg and Jeannie
Croig, the Rush Creek Yacht Club has been selected as the site for the
1979 Lightning Worlds. This event will definitely help promotion of
Lightnings in our area, The District @ sending outl a newseller
informing all nonaffilisted Lightning owners in Texas of the worlds site
selection and encouraging them to join the 1LL.C A, It is hoped that this
effort may increase the Districts membership in the LLC.A. and
permit more of our hats to qualify for the North Amenicans, For the
past several vears the District has only been able to send two boats, Tor
1978 it is our goal to send three,

The District has been doing better in nntional competition, Our
District Champion, Stephen Craig, qualified in the blue fleet at the
N.As Tor the first time in several years, 11 is hoped that the new hoats

in Fort Worth will help mise our level of competition,

We are hopeful with the establishment of 4 fleet at Fort Worth, the
coming of the World Championship and the continued promotional
efforts of some of our dedicated Lightning pushers, the Texas district
will grow and the good news of Lightning sailing will be brought 1o
potential Lightning owners in the Texas District.

Texas District Champions Jeff Grinnan, Stephen Craiy & Stewart
Thontas,



URUGUAY DISTRICT

District Commodore . ... ... Homer R. Came
District Secretary ..... Inicl Zannier
District Treasurer . Ricardo Molinelli

Fleet: Yacht Club Paysandu (413)

Clazs activity during last season was normal in our district, The
highlight of the yvear was Homero M. Came's participation in the World |
Championship at Spies

Thenks to Mr. Hans K. Rahn, the Swiss District Commodore,
Homero, our top skipper who was in Europe on a business Inip, was
able o borrow a boat and partictpate in the Worlds. The boat wos
rither out-dated: wood, 120 Ibs. overweight, and had a tired suit of
sails, but with an excellent crew, and conditions similar to those of our
home waters, manoged o 31t place overall. He was 6th among the Latin
Americans at the Regatts, Considering that at 23 Homero was the
younges! skipper ot the Championship, and that this was his first

International Regatta, his results were extremely pratifying
We are now preparine ourselves for the upcoming South American
Championship in Brazil Returning to the Club

“LIGHTNING"” FILM

You can still schedule the half-hour color film “Lightning” by writing to |.L.C.A. Headquarters.

This 16mm sound/color motion picture ““Lightning” gives a brief glimpse of the heart of small
boat one-design sailing — the people and their boat.

Filmed on the waters of Tampa Bay during the 1974 Mid-Winter Lightning Championship and at
“Red Bank” on the Navesink River during the Monmouth Boat Club Regatta; and on land at the 5t.
Petersburg Yacht Club, the movie combines racing shots with regatta activity shots.

“Lightning”, of course, stars the Lightning, a 19" centerboard, three man boat, and features
Lightning crews and families.

The movie was sponsored by the Ligntning Class Association and some of the Lightning Builders
and Sailmakers - Allen Boat & Sail Company, Eichenlaub-Mueller Boat Company, Nickels & Holman,
Todd Boat Company, Murphy & Nye Sailmakers, Seidelmann Sails, and Shore Sail Company. Steered
by Lightning sailor Anthony V. Curto of New York, the movie project began in the Spring of 1973.
Tony located and contracted Victor Kayfetz Productions Inc., New York City commercial film
producers, to do the job. Victor Kayfetz proved to be a fortunate selection. A sailor himself, a
professional perfectionist, Victor has produced a colorful interesting movie. Using sound recordings of
on location interviews along with narration against a specially composed musical background the audio
portion of the movie complements the film.

One bit of history is recorded in the movie. The designer of the Lightning, Olin Stephens, took
time out from his tight schedule during the 1974 America Cup competition to speak about the
Lightning and its design.

The rental of the film is $25.00. For scheduling contact the International Lightning Class

Association, BO8 High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085.
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District Champion Tom CGreen with Mark and Nina Hiuza gz crow, with
a Lerge lead ot the Lisirices,

LONG ISLAND DISTRICT

Alan Pearlman
. Frank Maranaccin
L Tom Green

Dastricr Commuoadore .
Lyistrict Sectetary .
District Champion

Fleets: Northport Bay (98); Manhasset Bay (1373); Great South Bay
(1 T7T8); Souihhampion (431

The Long Islamd District has had an sctive year both at home and
awny, We started the vear by sending a contingent to the Red Bank
Regatta, Qur boats didn't win, but we had lots of fun. After a lot of
local sailing the District Championship was hosted by the Southampton
Fleet. Their graciousness was exceeded only by the excellénce of their
courses and the super sailing had by all, Tom Green won all three races
by a large margin 1o lead a Great South Bay Fleet sweep of the top five
plices. Secomnd was Frank Marinaccw followed by Frank Atkinson, Ir.
Frank Atkinson, Sr., and Tom Tyler. Misters Green and Tyler had a
great time al the North Americans s our representatives, Our distriet
activities closed with the trip to Cedar Point for their invitational

T'he racing membership of the Long Island District has concentrated
into two major fleets, The increasing cost of membership at some of the
“old line™ yacht clubs on the north shore has drven out the Lightning
Fleets. There are however rumors of a resurgance of the Setauket Yacht
Club Fleet (323), Our Great South Bay (17%) and Southampton (431)
Fleets are alive, well, and growing as the Lightning makes itself known.
1977 was o good year, bul 1978 will be even better.

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

F'om Bierman
PFatrick Corr
Denis Farley

John Brewster

Jack Huntsman

Dstrict Commodore . .
Dhistrict Secretary
Dhstrict Measurer
District Champion
District Runner-Lip

Fleets: Paupack (16); Lake Mohawk 25); Chelsea (39); High Tor
(41); Redbank (70); Nvack (75); Awosting (95); Harvey's Lake (350).

The Metropolitan District sailing season got off to an early and
chilly start with the Long Juhn Regaita sponsored by Fleet 70 a1
Monmouth Boat Club, Fisk Hayden mastered the tricky April wind to
take two firsts and a 14th (o win this regatia

The Mid-Hudson Circuit was won again this year by the High Tor
team of Mark Lewis and George Bitler. They did not have an easy win,
though, as Gary Hurban of Nvack came iIn o close second, only 1%
points behind them,

Our Dastricts were held at beautiful Like Wallenpaupack this year
Ihe hospitolity of the members of Fleet 16 combined with excellent
weather conditions to make & salling weekend. 3B boats
participated in the regatta, competing for the six available slois for the
North Amercan's, For the first time, we had 2 Junior District's. Jack
Huntsman was 1st, Kevin Corr 2nd and Frank Mergenthaller and Kurt
Wilson tied for 3rd

At the N A s, John Schnewder captured & 15th and Sandy Huntsman
a 28th in the Championship Fleet. In the Presidents Cup, Denis Farley

Ereal
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METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
1978 REGATTA SCHEDULE

April 29 & 30 Long John Red Bank, N.J

Mid-Hudson Gircuit

June 3& 4 Magnus Pederson MNyack, N.Y

June 10& 11 Hi-Tor Sutherdand Stoneypoint, N.Y

July B& 8

Chelssa Open Chelsea, N.Y

July 158 16 DISTRICTS-

Lake Mohawk

Sparta N.J,

Short Circuin

Sept. 9 & 10 Whisker Pole Greenwood Lake, N.J

Sept, 16 & 17 Lake Wallenpaupack Paupack, N.J.

Sept, 238 24  Loke Mohawk Sparta, N.J

John Brewster Isi, Jack Huntsmoan
and, Jon Schwariz 3rd, Denis Farlew 4th, Herm Henschen Sth, Jack
Huntemman also was the Jr, Clamp

Metropolitan District Winmers

wis Ind, Tom Hiermun 19th aod Jock Huntsman 260h, Jon Schwarte
was It in the Governors Cuap,

For the first time, our Disiricl was represented at the Jumior North
American’s. Jock Huntsman and Kevin Corr made the trip to the
Buffale Canoe Club with Sandy amd Mary Huntsman, Sandy and Mary
deserve o Medal for putting up with the sppetites and antics of sx 15
year old boys for 432 miles and o week, When the heavy air and high
waves subsided, Kevin finished in 17th place and Jack in 28th, Since
both are only 15 yvears old, we hope to hear more about them in future
Junior N.AS,

Seplember also means the Shoet Cureuil in the Metropalitan Distriof.
Tom Berman of Mohawk was overall winner this vear. Tom wias a close
second last yoar

Our congratulations are extended to John Schneider on becoming
President of the LLL.C.A

Our congratulations also go 1o Bob Hulchinson on his 11th place
finish at the Worlds, Hutoh was 4th at the Atlantic Coast Championship
Regaita at Cedar Point in o flect of 68 boats,



MICHIGAN DISTRICT

GRAND TRAVERSE BAY Y.C.
AUGUST 12 & 13

TAWAS BAY Y.C.
DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP
JULY 6 thru 9

HIGGINS LAKE BOAT CLUB
AUGUST 5 & 6

BAY CITY INVITATIONAL &
JUNIOR DISTRICTS
JULY 15 & 16

LAKE LANSING
MAY A & 7

LAKE FENTON SAIL CLUB
DISTRICT TEAM RACE
JUNE 24 & 25

MICHIGAN

GULL LAKE

JULY 22 & 23 {f!/{ e
i
/ ;
CLARK LAKE DEVILS LAKE Y.C. CRESCENT SAIL Y.C.

SEPT. 23 & 24 SEPT. 16 & 17 JUNE 17 & 18

PONTIAC Y.C. CASS LAKE
SEPTEMBER 9 & 10

PLEASE COME TO THESE MICHIGAN REGATTAS

AND HELP US CELEBRATE THE 40th ANNIVERSARY

OF THE LIGHTNING.

a4



COME SAIL WITH US AT
BEAUTIFUL DEVILS LAKE
HOME OF FLEET 31

Lightning Classes — Oldest Invitational Regatta

S5th ANINUAL
"This ones for Fun?”

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
C.B.CRITTENDEN 1957

LIFE MEMBER = 1958
. 1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
197
1972
1873
1974
1975
1976

1977
— WINNERS — s

PREVIOUS WINNERS

C.B.CRITTENDEN
JACK SQUIRES
WALT SWINDEMAN
DICK KRAUSS
DICK KRALUSS
GEORGE MALUDY
DAVE SPITZNAGLE
HERM NICKLES
GERALD MURPHY
WESWIEDRICK
DICK KRAUSS

DICK KRAUSS

WES WIEDRICK

ED & BILL MC KINLEY
BUD NELSON
HERM NICKLES
HERM NICKLES
BUD NELSON
BRUCE GOLDSMITH
BRUCE GOLDSMITH
JEFF MOEHL

DAVE NICKLES
BRUCE GOLDSMITH
BILL MC KINLEY
BRUCE GOLDSMITH
BRUCE GOLDSMITH
BRUCE GOLDSMITH
BILL MC KINLEY
BILL MC KINLEY
GEORGE NICKLES
MERRILL BALES
BOB KNOP

BILL MCKINLEY
BHIJ[IE GOLDSMITH

JACK BEAL
LIFE MEMBER

— WINNERS —

SEPT. 16 —_— 17

TROPHIES FOR THE FIRST TEN SKIPPERS AND CREWS, PLUS PARTICIPATION AWARDS

FOR ALL ENTRIES.

Contact Jack Tibbs or George Sipel, c/o Devils Lake Yacht Club, Manitou Beach, MI. 49253
for information and accommodations.

tl_{



MICHIGAN DISTRICT

Diastrict Commaodore | ., . ... .. v oo o Paul Militzer
District SecTetary «.vcvvvvsinsnas Bob Mathers
District Junior Commodore . ...... Carl Hesse, I,
Dvistrict Measurer ............... Robert Knop
District Champion .. .ovcvuivnas Hank Hodgson
District Runner-Up .. .. ........ Garry Demarest
Junjor Champlon . ...vvvivericnsoas Jim Morse
Junior Rupner-Up ..., ......... Kyle Militzer

Fleets: South Haven (30); Devils Lake (31); Crescent Sail Club (51);
Lake Fenton (53); Pontiac Y., (54); Higgins Lake (110); Gull Lake
(137); Tawas Bay Y.C. (152); Saginaw Bay (216); Grand Traverse ¥.C.
(326); Pentwater (340); Douglas Lake (374); Les Cheneaux (37R);
Lansing Sail Club (387); Neahtawanta Y., (403); Qlark Lake (416);
Union Lake ¥.C, (458),

The Michigan [district again got off 0 a tremendous start with our
first regatta at Lake Lansing on May 4-5 just shout & month after we
put away the ice boats. Bill McKinley proved victorious with John
Corbett following close behind, Three weeks later all the hot shots
headed for North Cape, down on Lake Erie. The reason for all the
interest in an Ohio District Regatta is that the Devils Lake Lightning
Fleet was planning on holding our Districts at the North Cape Club and
everyone was interested in getting o toste of Lake Erie water, ha, ha,
Fortunately, however, no one did,

June brought many of our sailors to Crescent Sail Yacht Club on
Lake St. Clair with the highlight of having Bruce Gold smith and Bob
Knop give a seminar on heavy air sailing technigues. We then went out
inta the lake with 23 boats and came back with 10 finishers after two
races, Included in the casualties was Bruce with a broken spar. As the
Sunday races were cancelled because of too much air,Garry Denrest
emerged os the winner with Tryg Jacobson from Wisconsin following in
second ploce, Our next big event was the Michigan District team race,
Eight four-boat teams sailed in this closely fought contest, Douglas
Lake was first, Pontiac Y.C. second and the host ¢lub, Fenton third,

Hank Hodgson was first and Rick Larson second at Gull Lake. Our
District Championship followed with Hank Hodgson again coming out
on top of the pile, This was a very close contest as we found Demarest,
McKinley, Cameron and H. Nickel making up the first five places.

The next big event was the combination Senior Invitational Regatia
and the Michigan Junior District Championship sponsored by the Bay
City Lightning Fleet held on Saginaw Bay, The winner of the senior
race was again Hank Hodgson with three “bullets™ followed by Dave
Fury with three seconds and Gordon Gotberg with three thinds. These
races were fun but not near as interesting as watching the nine juniors
race. Among the nine was this authors little son skippering for the first
time in big water with a total crew weight of 340 lhs This was really
exciting as they figured out how to make a Lightning go and finally in
the last race popped oot in front and lead the Meet for all seven legs. All
you dads with kids old enough to hold a tiller should plan on bringing
theirs next year. Congratulations o Junior Champion Jim Morse and
Runmner-Up Kyle Militzer. Good sailing guys! Our last regatta before the
M.A.s was held on beautiful Higgins Lake, said to be one of the most
beautiful lakes in the world, This was won by past Michigan District
Champion Garey Demarest with this vears Champ, Hank Hodgson close
behind in second place

This year we senl eleven boats to the N.As in Buffalo with v oung
Clarence Holman doing the best as he qualified for the Championship
Fleet. In addition, we had five boats in each of the other two feets,
Pontise ¥Y.C. was the best represented with five boats in attendunce.
After Buffalo, everyone went home and rested up for the biggest
regatti in Michigan at the Poritiac Yacht Club, This event has a higher
participation record than most districts with 40 to 48 boats usually
sgiling. This year we held true to our name of the White Cap Regatta
with 30 m.p.h. gusts on Saturday. This was énough o do in vour
secretury with a capsize, turtle, masi stuck in the mud and finally a
three piece mast when it finally came up. For the third vear in a row
Gary Cameron with Garry Demuarest as crew was the viclor. Rill
Campbell tied with Hank Hodgson for second, but the tie breaker gave
Camphell the second plice trophy, It should be noted that this club
gives equal size trophies o the first ten skippers and all of their crews in
addition to the perpetoal first place trophy.

The season ended with two regattas in south central Michigan. The
first was ot Devils Lake which again drew Bruce Goldsmith back to
Michigan waters. This time Bruce kept his spar in one piece and beat
out Garry Demarest (or lirst place. Garry, however, was o close second,

ljﬁ

The last regaita was held ot Clark Lake. Again Hink Hodgson stole first
plice honors, but a new name, Dale Mahrle from Union Lake, ended up
in second. Dale must have been watching closely when he crewed for
Hank earlier in the season, Nice going Dale.

The final activity of the Dnistrict was the display of a new Lightning
ot the Great Lakes Boat Show at Metropolitan Beach on Lake 81, Clair.
Thanks go to Hank Callahan and his gang from Pontiie Yacht Club for
this successful undertaking. Some of the comments heard; “Gee, |
didn't realize the Lightning had turned into such a sophisticated racing
boat™; and, “As soon as | can sl my big boat, 1 am going back 1o a
Lightning™.

Our annual winter mesting held in December browght out about 75
people us Bruee Goldsmith gave us a talk on “How to Capitalize on
Other People’s Mistakes™

MIDWEST DISTRICT
District Commodore . .. ... ...... Eric R, Larson
District Secretiry . ..o voeocarsss Divnna Larson
District Measurer ..., ....... Nicholas K. Smith
District Champion ... .......0 Bruce Gold smith
District Runper-Up ... ........ .. Gordon Ettie
Junior Chompion .. ....esevessnss Adam Loory
Jumior Runner-Up .. ... Karen Cady

Fleets: Chicago Corinthian (3); Milwaukee Yacht Club (69); Green
Bay (112); Lake Davenport (167); Sheboygan (187); Lake Geneva
{345); Manitowaoc (393),

This past season might be remembered for its foggy Jume, hot (1)
July, and rainy August, Come to think about it, we had a good time
anyway.

There seemed to be much excitement at January's Midwinter
meeting when Fleet 393 (Manitowoc) announced that it would like to
host o regsttn, Since we had an early June weekend open in our
schedule, the appropriately named [cebreaker Regatta was inserted
there, However, somebody must have been fooling with Mother Nature
as dense fog and high winds combined to wipe out all races. It was a
great disappointment to the fine people of Manitowoe who had done
everything to make for a good regatta. We all had o good time playing
poker and pool and drinking large quantities of beer

The P & T Regatta in Milvaukee was next. Gordon Ettie, formerly
of Atlants, Georgia and 4 most welcome addition to our district,
showed the way with a first. Second was Rick Larson of Sheboygan and
third went to Ik. John Esser of Milwaukee.

Next stop on the Circuit was the Oxie Repatin a1t Lake Genevy,
Always one of the most popular regattas, this vear’s added incentive
was o chance 1o trade tacks with Bruce Goldsmith. When the spray had
cleared after the last race, we found Gordon Ettie again in the victory
circle. Rounding out the top five were Goldsmith, Esser, Dick Hinze of
Chicago, and Bob Novak of Lake Geneva. As always, o highlight is the
Saturday night banguet, After dinner, many of the crews looking for
reluxation could be found at the Thumbs Up, swinging and swaying to
the gentle and melodic sounds of Rick Larson and his Stumpf Fiddle.

It was apparent that after his two fine showings, Gordon Ettie and
his yellow SaZerac were strong contenders for the District Champion-
ship crown of perennial Champ and favorite Bruce Goldsmith. With all
sorts of weather and current conditions, it was o frustrating time for
everyone, After 3 races, Gordon held a | point advantage over Bruce.
The fourth race was won by Bruce with Gordon managing a third in
very heavy and building winds, causing the Race Commitiee to wisely
cancel the remaining race. The top five were mounded out by Dick
Hinze, Rick Larson, amd D, John Eser.

In the Junior [istricts held in Milwaukee immediately preceeding
the regular Districts, Adam Loory of Wilmette, 11, beat out Karen Cady
of Milwaukes, There were six boats competing and we will be trying
new wiy's 1o increase that number for 1975,

As in recent past years, two major regattas fell on the same
weekend: Sheboygan's Brotz and Chicago Connthian's Hobelman, This
unfortunate scheduling conflict cut down somewhat on the level of
competition, but not on the enthusiszm of the participants. Both
regat tas reported good times and each crowned a new champ. Gordon
Ettie continued his steady siling with 2-1-5 finishes for first place with
Dick MeClure of Chicago, Hinze, Denms Burke, Chicago, and young
[ave Blair, also of Chicago behind him in that order. In Sheboygan,
Rick Larson foally put his act together with 11 finishes followed by
Mike Elmergreen, Karl Miller, Richard Bemis, and Eric Graf. All but



MIDWESI'!'mDISTRICT
Proposed Regatta Schedule

3-4

10-11
17-18
24.25
July 1.2
*July 89

June
*June
June
*June

lce Breaker Manitowoce

Evans Regatta Green Bay

PET Milwaukee

*July 15-16
*July 21-22-23
*July 29-30

Oxie
DISTRICTS
Brotz Regatta

Lake Geneva

Sheboygan
Sheboygan

*August 5-6
Aupgust 12-13
August 19-20
August 26-27
September 23-24
September 30 —
October 1

Hobelman

Red Flannels

Polar Bear

Chicago Corinthian

Chicago Corinthian

Davenport

*Lake Michigan Championship
To quality, The Districts and 3 other (") Regattas must be sailed,

Miller, who's from Manitowoc, are from Sheboygan

With the summer racing out of the the heartier silors
converged on Chicago and Davenport for the “Red Flannels™ and the
“Polar Bear™. Both regattas enjoyed heavy winds the first day, resulting
in some capsizes and very exciting reaches for thos brave (7) enough to
fly spinnakers. The Red Flannels Champ s Bruce Goldsmith with
out-of-stiters Corbeétt (Michigan), Johns (Michigan), Gall (Kinsas), and
Peters (Michigan) all within 5 points. Mike Steffenson demonstrated his
fine local knowledge and ability with three bullets fo win the Polar
Bear. Next in order came Gene Mathews, Henry Neusman, Jim Flick,
and Ken Jensen all of the host club except for Mathews from Lake
Geneva

Five of the District Regattas must be saled to qualify for the Lake
Michigan Championship, Gordon Ettie won this vear with his wife and
son us crew. Congratulations on a super summer of racing

1978 is 4 year of hope for Green Bay to renew (s Evans Regatta
With 10 active boats, and possibly several more over the winter, their
future looks very bright. Manitowoc also has good news in that they
will have 2 new boats for next vear

If the weather person coopernties, nexi year will be a very pood
year

way,

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY DISTRICT

Roger Miller
Robert Hochstetler
Matthew Burredge
Stuurt Bernstein
Robert Wardwell
CAugie Paoli

District Commodore
Dstrict Yice Commidore
District Junior Commaodore
District Measurer

District Chaimpion

District Runper-Lip

Fleets: Decatur (74); Harbor lsland (262), Carlyle Sailing Assocm
thon {2660 ; Memphis (274)

The Mississippi Valley District is a long marrow north-south district
As its active fleets tend to have two centers one i the northern half
and one in the souwthern half our District Championship alternates. In
1977 the District Championships were held at Kentucky Lake through

the courtesy of the Ken Lake Sailing Club, Our districts are run on a
joint venture basis with all fleets contributing effort and manpower. In
even numbered years District Championships are held at Lake Carlyle in
middle Nlinois on the same joint venture basis,

The 1977 District Championship bad for some members of the
district been preceded by enjoyment of the Southern Circuit in March
and for others at the Tennessean Regatts in Nashville in April, the
Hernando DeSoto Regatta at Memphis in early May, the Kentucky
Lake Governors Cup in mid May or the Wild Turkey Regatta ot
Kentucky Lake in late May,

In this year's district regitta a newcomer to the district, Bob
Wardwell won and became the District Champion. He has moved to*
Chattanoogia, Tennessee where he and his Lightning are orphans, but
foll within the geographical boundaries of the Mississippi Valley
District. We were happy 1o welcome Hob even if he did walk off with
all the silver. The runner-up was Augee Puoli of the Carlyle Sailing
Association. Third place was Matthew Burnidge of the Carlyle Suiling
Association. Fourth place went to Bob Hochstetler of the Harbor Istand
Yucht Club at Nashville. Fifth place was Tom Hudgens also of Harbor
Iskind Yacht Club., This year after much debate we tried a six race serics
with ong throw out, The weather and water cooperated to make it a
howling success. Following the racing Roger Miller of Decatur was
elected to the office of District Commodore. Bob Hochstetler of
Nashville was elected Vice Commuodore, This vear there is a new district
office that has been created in conformity with the policies of the
ILCA and that i Junkr Commodore. Matthew Burridge of the Carlyle
Sailing Associntion was elected to this posttion

Following the districts the season continued with Decatur’s “Inter-
city Regatta™ which occurred in lnte June

This vear strangely enough the midwest was blessed with wind
durmg July and August ond grest local sailing was had by all fleats ot
their home locations,

In mid August the district sent two boats to the Lightning Junior
North Amerbcans at Buffals. One of these boats skippered by Matthew
Burnidge of the Carlyle Sailing Association with crew of Hon amd
Randy Dibler wound up third



Date

April 15, 16

May 6, 7

May 13, 14

June 15, 16, 17

June 24, 25

September 2, 3

September 2, 3

September 16, 17

September 30,
October 1

Movember 4, §

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

DISTRICT
1978 Regatta Schedule

Regatta Location Comments
Tennessean Mashville Open
Hernando Desoto Memphis Lightnings
Governors Cup Ken Lake Open
LIGHTNING DISTRICTS Carlyle (Measurement
June 15)
Inter City Regatta Decatur Lightnings,

Thistles & Lasers

“Impromptu’ Lightning Regatta Carlyle (5 Race Regatta)
McDougal Mashville Open

Whale of a Sail Carlyle Open (3 races)
Watk ins Ken Lake Open

Bluenose MNashville Lightnings
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