THE XXVI SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

By Fernando de la Concha

The 1980 South American Championship, sponsored by
Club Nautico del Muna, was sailed in Colombia on Lake
Tomine, 40 miles north of the capital Bogota. With the
organization of its enthusiastic members. it turned out to be
a great success. However, it was mainly due to the hard work
and collaboration of the Commodaore of the District, Garry
Tackson, who went through the difficult task of convincing
many Colombian sailors to buy new fiberglass Lightnings, It
was guite a chore because our sailors have to buy boats at an
exceedingly high price, due to the Colompian taxes. Thus,
with our wood Lightning fleet and our 12 new fiberglass
boats, we were able to offer our lake, club, and houses for
the XXV| SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Lake Tomine is an artificial lake between two small
mountain chains at 2.600 meters above sea level; it is ten
miles long and one and a half miles wide. Its winds change
very much both in intensity and in direction making it very
important to keep the six eves very open.

My crew was Andv Newman and Miguel Cano who both
had crewed for me many times in the Snipe. We practiced
very much and made a super team,

At the practice race, we knew who our nivals would be and
we watched for them: Paco Sola and Dieter Dyck from
Ecuador; Manuel and Alberto Gonzalez from Chile, and
Andres Lisocki from our country. After the lirst two prac-
tice races, all of these bouts were lightning lor first place but
nobody was able to linish. We checked ourspeed and point-
ing ability and were very happy with the results,

First Race (Wind [0 to 15 m.p.h.) Tuesday

After a ught start, the fleet spread out in order to play the
shifts. At the weather mark it was Dyek, Sola, the two
Gonzalez, Lisocki and ourselves. The first reach was very
tight and evervbody was in problems with the spy (spin-
naker), We went a liitle high just after the mark and hoisted
the spy; we held the boat and went to second place. Dieter,
wha did not fly the spy, got first at the jibe mark and Paco
was third, On the second windward leg we passed Dicter and
Paco did too; but then on the next weather leg, Dieter
caught and passed us. Therefore, at the finish it was Dieter,
first; second, we: third, Paco; fourth, Andres; and fifth
Manuel Gonzalez.

Second Race (Wind 10 1o 12 m.p.h.)

Adter a nice start, Manuel Gonzaler got the lead and won
the race. Second was Paco; third, Dieter; and fourth, our-
selves. Two races were satled on the first day.

Third Race (Wind 5 to 8 m.p.h.) Wednesday

With very little wind and alter postponing the race several
times, we finally started in the afternoon. Alberto Gonzaler,
who was sailing very well, got the lead and won the race.
Second was Dieter; fourth, Paco; hifth, Claudio Abramo-
witz from Brazil, and sixth we.

Fourth Race (Wind 2 to 8 m.p.h.) Thursday

Due to the lack of wind, the course was moved north
where the wind was a little better. At the lirst mark we
rounded first; second was Paco; third was Mauncio Mar-
tinez of Ecuador; and fourth was Dieter. At the second reach
the wind changed 1o the left so the leg was a beat and Paco
passed us. The third leg was a close reach and the position
did not change. Finally, just near the mark the wind died and
the fleet got close; then the wind came from the back and
that leg was a run. We stayed on the right side of the course
and the other boats moved to the left to get free air. Again,
the wind changed to the right and it was now a reach that put
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us once more in first place. At the mark all of the fleet was
there together and it was very crowded. We finished first;
second went 1o Mauricio Martinez who sailed a very good
race; third was Paco; fourth was Uscategur; and fifth was
Alberto Gonzalez, At this stage of the championship, Paco
had 72 points, we had 71, Dieter had 70, and Alberto and
Manuel Gonzaler both had 64 points,

Fifth Race (Wind 0 to 5 m.p.h.) Friday

With very little wind, Claudio Abramowitz got in first ot
the weather mark: Juan Santos of Ecuador was second;
third was Jorge Uscategui; we were fourth; and fifth was
Andres, The wind died at the reach mark; the third leg was a
beat with very little wind: the next leg was a run; and all the
fleet got together at the mark. Juan Santos, Lisocki, and
Pacini stayed clear of the fleet and went ahead. |isocki
finished first; Santos, second; Pacini. third; Claudio, fourth;
Uscategui, fifth. We were sixth; Dieter linished ninth; and
Paco was tenth.

Sixth Race (Wind 5 10 8 m.p.h.) Friday

Immediately after the fimshing of the fifth race, the com-
mittee set the line and hoisted the Mag. We had a nmice start.
Paco was over the line and had to go back. After a good
windward leg we were first with Pascuchi from Argentina in
second; Abramowitz in third; Dicter in fourth; and Paciniin
fifth. The same positions were maintained until the second
windward leg when Paco took fourth alter going to the right
side and plaving the right shifts. On the third windward leg
Pascuchi and Claudio went to the left side and we staved on
the right side because Paco and Dieter had gone there.
Claudio and Pascuchi got a nice shift and passed us. The last
beat was a tacking duel among Pascuchi, Paco, and us. The
three boats finished very close making it a tremendously
exciting windward leg. Claudio took first: Pascuchi was
second; we were third; and Paco ook [ourth,

We finished tied in points with Paco. We won the cham-
pionship because of our finishes. The regatta was a big
success and the Lightming Class grew very much alter some
dead vears,

| want to sincerely thank all the loreign sailors who came
to our country and club to sail with us and all of the
Colombian people who worked so hard in the champion-
ship, especially Mr, Garry Jackson who made possible this
regatta. | hope to see everybody again at the XXVII
SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP.

SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Paos  Shipper & Crew Country
1 Fernando de o €Concha \.Il].:uel- L, Andy Newmtan Colombia
2 Francsco Sole, Juen Mern, Ralael Leciarn Feoundor
3 Dheter Dk Lars Diyck, Obat Dyek Peadar
4 Clagdio Abrahamayie, Henoweus Bogoge, Martin Suscmihl Hrael
5 Amdres Lisocki Beatns Lisocki, Boberto Matarras Colomhia
6 Alkerto Gonraler. Fernando Gallvas, Pablo Gallvas Chile
T Manuel Gonzaler, Lun Hernander, Pablo Barabona Chile
B Mouncwo Martince, Cinthia Martines, Ernesto Martines Ecuador
U Antonto Pacini, Francesco Vasguer, Jaime Sancher Cilombia

I Repinald Sehlubach, Mana Comenares, Eduardo Colmenares  Colombia

1l lnrg: Uiscalcgu, Santiago Liscalcgui, liamn Carlos Lisgitegsin Covlosmbia

12 luin Santis, Carlon Navarrete, Fernando Benmea Feuadise

[ Javier Pascucer, Marin Piscuoc, Angel Vila Nrgentina

14 Enngue Caterna, Luis Bryce, Ennigue Garrido Peru

15 Roberio Ricovelr. Rolando Tormdo, Hugo Arwi Argentina

i Carlos Lecaro, Dhwaldo Lavala, Jimmy Pasmino Ecuador

17 Manuel Fsara, Morianna lsara, Martin lsasa Colismibak

18 Alewr Fara dr, Al Fara, Carlos Werner Hraril

1% Jdose Barreda Muoller. Fernando Barreda, Gonzalo de Cossio Peiu

M Werner Schafer, Jaime Holgwin, Thomas Rata Eeundor






COLOMBIA DISTRICT COMMODORE
REPORTS ON THE SOUTH AMERICAN
LIGHTNING CHAMPIONSHIP

By Garry Jackson

This Championship really began in Peru when Eduardo
Caolmenares, our Viee Commodore, and a participant in the
last South Americans who was carned away by the splendor
of the sun, sea, sails, sand and competition and suggested
that Colombia would like to host the 1980 South Amer-
cans. On Eduardo’s return to Colombin his advice of accep-
tance was met with cheers of jubilationand Irowns of doubt

Colombia had not been host to an important interna-
tional event in Lightnings for ten vears. The Colombian
Federation of Yachting was and i1s broke and could offer no
financial assistance; rather suggesting that the whole idea
was beyond our means and should be quickly forgetten, The
largest Nleet of Lightnings was in Tomine, ¢lose to Bogota on

lake RO0O fi, high with the strangest winds. The fleel
consisted of six good wooden boats. 15 mediocre boats and
three glass boats which particularly enthusiastic satlors had
imported in the past year

Thus after careful consideration and soul searching the
conclusion was reached that with no money, insufficient and
inadequate boats, and a funny lake as the most probable
site, acceptance by Colombia for the South Americans was
crazy. However, il the Lightning Meet accepted their inca-
pacity to organize this event. this would mean at best stagna-
tion and at worst a slow and terrible death

Ihanks to the guts of the Board members of the Club
Mautico del Muna and the enthusiasm of the Lightning
satlors, the snowhall began to roll terminating in a South
American Championship. 1t did have its mistakes and fail-
ures and also its fun and competition, but most importantly,
after the event we have a rejuvenated Neet of more than 30
khoats, more than hall of which are glass, a new enthusiasm
for sailing and a definite desire to parucipate in more inter-
national happenmings. As a special message to any Club that
has o Lightning rotting on a tratler, or hasn't scen a new boal
in the water in the past year. organize a good regatta with
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Crit Currie from Memphis came down to Colomia to
help with the total orgamzation of the race itsell and to him
and his wife Eleonor, a special thanks for all their assistance

Crews arrived from Argentina, Braeil, Chile and Ecuador
and the serious business of beating the pants off everybhody
began. Dieter Dyek who knows Colombia's seeret weapon,
nimely the strange winds of Lake Tomine, showed everyone
what sailing was all about with Paco Sola as his shadow. Fo
the (st hall of the week Ecuador was the whole story with
these two crews always up at the front but close behind were
Colombia and Chile with De la Concha and Gonzalez. On
Thursday, De la Concha was first, placing him among the
first three with Dyek and Sola and virtually no difference
between the leaders. Sleepless nights for all as Friday was
the last and decisive rice

All the effort and traming that has come before was now
dedicated 1o this one race where none of the lirst positions
was yet defined. There beating up the windward leg in first
place was Colombia with Fernando de la Concha, behind
him was Pascuchi from Argentina and Abramowitz [rom
Brazil. It looked as though the race was in the bag as Paco
Sola and Dieter Dyek were fourth and fifth, However, De la
Concha must cover his most dangerous i_'umputitmn.'im.l n
doing so Pascuchi and Abramowitz slip by, Now Brazil was
in the lead: Argentina, second: Colombia, third; and Ecua-
dor, fourth: and Sola closed in. At the line it was first,
Abramowitz: second. Pascuchi: third by a hairy inch. De la
Concha; then Sola: and Dvck.

Celebration of the victory was interrupted to advise that
first place was tied with equal points between Fernando de la
Concha and Paco Sola. However, due to a first place and
more wins  Fernando is  declared South  American
Champion
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VERY CLOSE!

Photos by Mary Huntsman
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HE PASSED US!

Hey, do you think Jody
knows he is passing the
wrong side of the starting
mark?

Photos by Mary Huntsman
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CANADIAN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP
OR
MAC DONALD STRIKES AGAIN

By Larry MacDonald

The Canadian Open Championship was held on the west
coast for the first time in 1980. The Lightning Fleet of the
Kitsalana Yacht Club in Vancouver organized a great
regatta. Boats from Montreal, Thunder Bay, Toronto and
Hamilton travelled across Canada to attend and joined the
local District boats from Oregon and British Columbia,

The races were held on English Bay in moderate winds of
various directions. Larry MacDonald, Jr. and Dave
Sprague dominated the field. MacDonald was the winner
with four firsts and a second. Sprague was second with four
seconds and a first. Larry MacDonald, Ir., Dave Sprague
and Ross Bailey, who finished third, qualified to represent
Canada at the next World Championship,

The host fleet showed evervone their great western
hospitality at the “Salmon Bur-B-Cue™ on Friday night.
Saturday night was another supper and entertainment at
“Frank Baker's Attic.”

The Canadian Lightning Fleet looks forward to seeing
you at the 1981 Canadian Open at Thornbury, Ontario,

Canadian Champion
Larry MacDonald.

1980 CANADIAN OPEN
LIGHTNING CHAMPIONSHIP

RACE FINISHES

FINAL SAIL # SKIPPER 1 2 3 4 5 6 Prs
I 13305 Maclonald | | I 2 (3 | f
2 13509 Sprague 2 2 2 | | {4) B
k| 13515 R. Bailey (K} 4 4 i § 3 19
4 13048 Clegp 3 5 7 NS 2 fr 23
5 | 1457 Lettler fi 1 10 {10y 4 1 25
6 12158 MacGibbon 4 b [15) 7 7 5 2
7 11331 Gorrie 10 7 fr 4 6 iy 33
g 13356 Layion 5 10 5 (n 8 - 35
g G695 Cameron 7 1] I fr (12) ¥ 43
1] 13259 Blumel 9 15 3 5 {16 11 45
11 13477 Bazetn (15} 9 3 9 9 I 45
12 12969 Bailey I 12 g 8 13 {16} 53
13 11031 Hunt (14} 4 14 14 I 12 59
14 | 1645 Henley 13 14 (1™ 12 1] 15 fid
15 1065 Hocckler (17) 11 13 16 14 9 [ 5]
I 9853 MacDonnell {16} I 12 13 15 14 T
17 Th06 Harris 12 I7 16 15 19 NS fi )
I8 11470 Dunkleb (18) I8 |8 |7 I7 [7 87

DNS = 19 Points



XXVIII EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Translarion of an article wrirten 1. Spichiger for the
FLREET Menm '-_.':.Il'-'r
For the third

guier has won t

time in his sailing hie, Jean-Claude DuPas-
he XX VI European Championship of the
Lightning Class. But this time he did not get the
casily. The runner-up. an ltalian fellow, Crucit
with only one point less

[his championship was held
6th of July in Neuchatel { French spe
land) 2T competitors
countries: Italy Swilze
missing

At the
three of

cup so

ended up

ihth of June to the
aking part of Switzer-
who represented three

rland

Irom tne

[here were
Finland and Circece was
1. But
carly start
Adam. Soon after the
beginming of the race, very strong and the
ltalian, Crucitti, took first place but was [inally passed by
one of his compatriots, ad just won the
Italian Championship skippers Despland
DuPasquier and Monnier

|‘||1.||'-. were on the start L dir
them were disqualificd because of an
Schar and Wyler (all Swiss boats)
the wind was

{ B = s 17
first race, the 2

Coccoloni, who h
[he Swiss
followed

I'he westerly wind
As it was blowing in
to deepen and they
the skippers used to the

In the afternoon was the second race
blew more strongly, reaching force §
the length of the lake,
were hard to “negotiate™
sea. This time Crucitti won, catching DuPasquier and Des-
pland during the last run. Coccoloni took Lifth place. Now it
was an exciting light between Switzerland and ltaly.

On Wednesday. Despland won the third race thanks to a
fresh westerly wind ahead of DuPasguier and Crucitti. But
in the middle of this cold and rainv day, the race committee
decided to offer the competitors half a dav break. Not all

the waves started
. even by

well
preferred to go on, but others were happy to gel
same rest and repair their damaged boats

Thursday morning, the fourth race was held ina southerly
wind, which is quite unusual lor the lake of Neuchatel. Then
it slightly shifted to the west. The options were not easy to
take on the first leg. We saw a fantastuc hght duning two
turns between DuPasguer, Monnmier and Merola. The boats
were running parallel, controlling each other, often tacking
to clear out. At the very end of the race, DuPasguier ook
first place in front of Monnier

The fifth race was the luckiest because it was satled with a
very shifty northerly wind, called in Neuchatel the “Joran”
Nevertheless, Crucitt got along guite well and stayed ahead
during the whole race, even though DuPasquier, who had a
better start, was vainly trving to defeat him. Behind him
were Monnier in third, Lambelet in fourth, and Despland in
fifth

Fhe fifth race was the last race of the championship
because the wind stopped on Friday, on Saturday evening it
was not regular enough, and on Sunday morning it was
raining without any pufl of wind

The final results were calculated according to the LL.C.A
the worst result was not taken ofl because only five
races could be sailed, and all five were counted. The winning
crew was Jean-Claude DuPasguier with Yann DuPasquier
and Joel Yon Allmen in front of the Italians, Crucitti with
Messina and Arcun. The difference was only one point. We
will hear again of this speedy boat since the next champion-
ship will be held in Marsala, Sicily

skippers agreed with this decision. Some of them

placed,

rules, i.e

Ve
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METALMAST MARINE

PUTNAM, CONN.

seriaL No. [TEEGTE
BUT -

Delivery from stock
Assembled or kit spars
Custom hardware

Builder inquiries invited

Complete rigging service

The New Name |
in Lightning Spar
Engineering........

Sailing Lightnings since 1960 and
20 years of experience fabricating
aluminum spars and custom hardware means
a competitive edge for you! We offer:

Call or write Bob Jones at
203-928-2776 or

Box 471

Putnam, Ct. 06260 for

full specifications.
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The Finnish truck and trailer carrying the four
Lightnings to Switzerland.

The ltalians wait patiently for the wind.

Pictures furnished by Corinne Du Pasquier
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Personal notes on the Championship by the winning
skipper, Jean-Claude DuPasguier:

[he team of Claude Lambelet, Jean-Pierre Monnier and
myscll had a hard time but we were very enthusiastic in
organizing this championship at our sailing club. We were
sorry not to get more pleasant weather especially for some of
the Finnish sailors and their families who preferred the
outdoor life and camped under tents or in caravans near the
harbour. We congratulate them for their big resistance!
I'hey came by bus, Their four boats were carried by a huge
truck (see the picture).

The other satlors and guests were welcome in private
homes; an action which seems to have been appreciated by
both our friends and the Neuchatel families. English and
French were the languages of communication.

I'he evening parties were various, First the Lightning class
was officially welcomed by the State government in the castle
of Neuchatel. Then, our friends from the fleet of Morat
invited us to a rainy but lively garden-party with the tradi-
tional “racelette”, accompanied, among others, by a player
on the accordian. The three organizers led their guests into
an old cellar for a buffet-party, "La grande fete de la voile”,
an annual festival of the sailing club which mixed both the
Lightning sailors and the members of the club. We had a
barbecue and a tremendous pop music band also performed
songs of the different countries represented. After a game
called the "American Sale”, the Finnish won a big ham they
brought back home — unless they ate it before!

l am happy to note that some new young crews entered the
Lightning Class and | hope they will stay in the series
because at least in Switzerland, there is a lack of new crews,
But for the moment, the “veterans” are not ready to retire
and are looking lorward to meeting again in Sicily, Long live
the Lightning Class spirit!

Jean-Claude DuPasquier with Yann Du
Pasquier and Joel Von Allmen.
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N('l{’l‘ll Si\l];S has added new firepower for

With the addition of North Sails Great Lakes we can
provide complete service to our Mid-West customers while
North Sails East will provide total local service to the fleet
at the 1981 North Americans.

2GREAT REASONS to go North —=SUPLER SERVICE

—FAST SAILS

Winning is furp and 1°s # lot easier with North Sails, Why buy whint evervone else buys, when
you cin get the competitive edge with North sails! Call for s quote and our special tuning sheet

SOIRTH SAlLs EAN]

WS SnilTens Liane

siratford, Conmectivul D497 NORTH SAILS GREAT LAKES
M e e N el 1235 Elm Streel

TWX 7108530480 Manitou Beach, Michigan 49253
lim Crane, Neal Fowler, 517-547-6176

Ched Procim Hruge Goldsmith

28TH LIGHTNING
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 1980

Fin
Pos Yacht Skipper & Crew 1 2 3 4 5 Pis
| FAE . DuPsisyuier-DuPasguier-von Allmen 4 3 2 I .. 128
2 I 13414 Crocitti-Messina-Arcun 2 | i fi I 127
i 1 13374 Coceolon-Di Gerolamo-Missane | 5 4 7 fi 17
4 Z 12572 Despland-Eggenberger-Giaberthuel 3 2 | 14 7 113
5 £ 13066 Monmer-Chopard-Chaboudex 5 4 2 i 3 104
6 2 13074 Weilenmann-Kune-Brupbacher 7 ] 7 i} 9 a9
7 I 13264 Meroli-Lo Sardo - Lo Sarda I4 7 & 3 12 0%
K 1 13138 Savols- Tujula-Koskinen I i} 1 I {1} BT
[¥] 13070 Adam-Huber-Bosshard 27 U] 5 4 1 L&)
i} 2 13099 Luthy-Petzold-Merz 9 16 q I2 13 Bl
Il Z 12571 Herrog-Herrop-Herzog 18 11 12 ] I7 T4
12 7 I0K9E Schmid-Buchschacher-Holer ] ] ¥ 24 25 9
13 L 1341 Patos uc-Patosuo-Porthen 13 2 13 1] 1% [ih]
14 L 12900 Nisonen-Kinavamen-Yento fi ry) 17 2 K 59
1% £ 12306 Mere-Taschler-Merz 15 13 10 X0 24 54
16 Z 1316l Schar-Scharer-Scharer 27 27 14 5 4 5l
I7 L Ti152 Beyer-Luginhuhl-Batscheler 22 15 2 15 16 50
14 1 13068 D¢ Amicis-Cortese-Scapolo 17 14 19 21 2 47
14 L 12906 Immonen-lmmonen-Tuores 10 27 15 25 21 41
20 L 12919 Huglund-Haglund-Salovaara 12 7 27 9 3 Sl
2 | 13455 Pellegrine-Massima-Sata I Pt 27 17 15 3
22 Z 12627 Wyler- Rolli-Siadelmann 27 27 o7 15 5 L1
n 7 12952 Scharer-Schar-Schar 2l M7 I8 13 26 34
M 72 12660 Lambelet-Lambelet- Messerknecht 27 27 27 19 4 13
25 I 13462 Nicchiarelli-Coliella-Pecetti 19 27 16 b d) Ik 52
26 1 12297 e Rems-Pellegrino-Caleots n 17 ] 2 X0 23
27 L 1298 Palomaa-Palomaa-Nisonen 20 27 7 12 27 14

Paints - High point scoring
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