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ARGENTINA DISTRICT

Dwinet Commodore
Dhistrict Secretary
District Mensurer
District Champion
District Runner-LUp

Heraldo Tramaglia
Liliana B. de Schenone
=s s Angel Vila

) Angel Vila
Heraldo Tramaglin

Fleats: (livos { 206)

The 85 scason was not a very good one for aur Class in the Argenting
District. Our country has big economic troubles and it is difficult for
yachtsmen of small one-design classes to race, or small cruising boats to sail
to the beautiful anchorages at the Orient shore of River Plate, Urugunsy
country. Another factor in decreasing activity is that the Pan-American
Games are still too far away. and many very good skippers like racing
Snipes or Stars which have international evenis later this season in our
country. Also, for market reasons, sail factories don't make Lightning sails
and we need 1o buy imported sails, increasing the cost,

Wherever vou go in Argentina vou can find a Lightning on the lakes, but
all are wooden boats with wooden masts and very old sails, racing against
other classes (Portsmouth numbers), but it is too difficult to gather them to
make fects and race against boats with oval masts even using separate
SCOTES

Starting the season, in early January we were worried because we
couldn’t get mirplane tickets at lower rates to attend the South American
Championship at Lima, Peru. At this moment some crews are leoking
forward to the "86 cvent at Colombia

This vear we worked to help the people who dare making wooden boats
with the new system, and we hope that the first one will be lnunched in
December at Lake Pellegrini, near Cipollettl, 740 miles from Buenos Aires
However some Lightning *fans™ ssiled weekend regatios, and at the seu-
son’s end in latg December we will have about 40 races sailed. The best
events of the vear were at Lake Salto Grande, 250 miles from Buenos Aires,
and the Escuela Naval Trophy, sponsored by Yacht Club Centro Naval, in
which we had 10 entries in each regatta.

Al this moment, late October, we are waiting for our National Cham-
pionship in November and the International Olivos Race week in December
In both events we hope for 12 entries, but in the last one also entries from
other districts in South America

We are looking forward to the 86 season and the Youth World Cham-
pronship at Club Nautico Qlivos, home of Fleet 206, Juniors from all
countries will be welcome to the River Plate and Argentina

BRAZIL DISTRICT

District Commodore . ...... Jens C. Ruschmann

Dristrict Secretary ......o000.. Michael A, Norris
Dristrict Measurers ............. Oscar Weckerle
District Champion ............ Claudio Bieckark
District Runner-Up ......ov0iis Mario Buckup

Fleets: Sau Paulo (147); Guanabara (401); Guarapiranga (462).

The current vear has been particularly happy for our District,

In May we sailed the Districts in the home waters of Fleet 401 Guanabara
with the presence of two of our best sailors, Claudio Bieckark and Mario
Buckup. Claudio won the Championship with 5 wins.

Due to the expenses involved in traveling to the US, Mario Buckup and
his crew Michael and Cristian Norris were the only crew to represent Brazil
in the Worlds, However, we feel very proud of them, as the result achieved
{2nd) was beyond any expectation,

However, the most important happening in the District, was our agree-
ment with Tom Allen to stant producing fiberglass Lightnings in Brazil. We
are sure now of the definite expansion of the class in Brazil and in South
America, and in that sense we would like to thank George Hatfield, and
Anne and Tom Allen for their dedication in helping us so much in expand-
ing our class in South America
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CENTRAL ATLANTIC DISTRICT

Rill Clarke
Cilenn Reninge:
Yames Carson
lack Elfman
Dave Coward
Brian Taboada
Chris Krnutheim

Distnel Commodore
District Secretary
District Measurer . ..
[istrict Champion
District Runner-Lip
Jumior Champion
Jumior Runner-Up

Fleets: Bay Head (3); Metedeconk River (34), Bramt Beach ( 1731 Surf City
{196); Riverton (228); Barncgat Light (135); Ocean City (430); Tohickon
Creck (491)

1985 was the year the Central Atlantic Distrier and Barncgat Bay was
shown to the world, The Lighttung Worlds were held an Little Ege Harbor
Yacht Clubin June with the CAD as co-host. 1t was a great opportunity and
we made the mast of it. The CAD was in charge of measurement and it was
done in a professional manner thanks (o the conscientous work of co-
chairmen Jack Elfman and Bill Clausen. The major plaudits, however,
must go to the Little Ege Harbor Yacht Club. T hey managed six fine races
and made everyone very much at home, Many thanks 1o Bill Bentley, who
rin o great regatta. Bill Shore sailed 2 great regatta and edged our Mario
Buckup to win. The Worlds is a magnificent event and we feel proud to he
part of i

The 1965 Central Atluntic Districts were held a1 Metedeconk River
Yaeht Club and proved 1o be very interesting, with confusion, protests and
litigation combined with fine sailing. Jody Lutz won the [irst race and was
leding the second race when he began to sail the wrong course. Some
followed Jody, some followed Jim Carson, others didn't know what to do.
Carson won the race with Luiz and others saddled with DNFs. Sunday
maorming brought a protest, and the throwing out of the second race. Back
on the race course, Keith Taboada edged out Lutr to win the third race and
Lutz took the final race and an apparent third consecutive districts win
Further appeal reinstated the second race and reshufMed the stondings 1o
make Jack Elfman winner. The litigation and protests discolored the series
hut some fine sailing was performed by Lutz, Elfman, Dave Coward, Mark
Forhecz, Alan Ruiter, Glenn Reitinger, Jim Carson and Bob Adams

Several members ventured 1o Tawas Bay for the North Americans. Jody
Lutz led the CAD contigent, sailing s great series to finish third after (lirting
with the lead. Jack Elfman safled an excellent qualifying series but couldn't
keep it goung, fimishing a bit [urther back in the blue Meet with Jim Carson
and Dave Coward, Glenn Reitinger and Mark Forhecr also made the trip
sailing in the Presidents’ Cup,

A SBrazifian Championship Spinnaker Leg.



An active local calendar ensued during the sailing vear, The Surl City
Memorial Day Tuneup was won by Glenn Retinger, followed by Jack
Elfman and Dave Conard, The Long Beach Island Yacht Racing Associa-
tion Regatta was won by Elfman, with R estimger second and Tiegland third
Alan Ruiter took the Barnegat Bay Yacht Racing Association Champion-
ship, over contenders Paul Gelenitis and the Jim Carson Racing Team.
Jody Lutr won the Manahawkin Bay Cup (yes. agan). edging out Jack
Elfman and Ralph Messersmith, Several district members vissted the
Huntsman ¥acht Clubfor the X1, States and performed with Lutz, Carson
and Elfman taking second, fourth and lifth respectively

Again, District MVP: Little Egg Hurbor Yach Club, Although they
have no Lightning flect, they gave the Worlds a piece of their hean Many
thanks to them and many thanks to all CAD members who made 1985 o
remarkable year

CENTRAL NEW YORK DISTRICT

District Commodore
District Secretary
[nstrict Measurer .. ..
[istrict Champion ...
District Runner-Lp

Richard Hallagan
amel ), Koretz, MD
. John Barnes
Kirk Reynolds
Richard Hallagan

Fleets: Skaneateles Country Club ( 1); Lake Dielta (4); Newport Yacht Club
(771 Great Sodus Bay ( 108); Conesus ( 140); Willow Bank Yacht Club { 164);
Henderson Harbor Yacht Club (225); Keuka Yacht Club (252); Brockport
Yacht Club (267 Galway Lake Yacht Club (338); South Skaneateles
Lightning Association (439); lthaca Yacht Club (484); Pon Oswego Fleet
(485); Selkirk Fleet (498)

Our District had another successful year sailing on the waters of western
and central New York State. We started with the traditional opener of aur
season, the Newport Invitational, sailed on Irondequoit Bay, This was the
fiest part of the Central New York-Lake Erie Challenge which was started
several vears ago, to encourage more competition between our two dis-
tricts. 1t has been very successful, and approximately 10 out ol the 15 boats
were from the Lake Eric District. The winner was Kirk Reynolds, a sailor
who has recently resumed Lightning racing. Dave Sprague was second, and
ek Hallngan was third

Cur next regatta was the Carenovia Invitational sailed in late June on g
beautiful lnke southeast of Syracuse. Fleet 164 did its usual excellent job
and 22 skippers and crew had a delightful time. The beer ferry (fairy™) was
must helpiul in doling out liquid refreshment to the racers out on the water.
The winner of this one was Dick Hallagan, followed by son Peter Hallagan,
and then Dick Doherty

The District Championship Regatta was held in mid-July at Henderson
Harbor located at the castern end of Lake Ontano. Kirk Reynalds con-
tinued his impressive come-back by winning another one. Dick Hallagan
took second and a newcomer from Skaneateles, Dave Grogono, was third,
A District meeting was held on Saturday night after a delicious steak
cook-oul. Dick Hallagan was elected Commodore, replacing Ric Klug wha
had served in that position for the last two years, and John Barnes was
elected Measurer, replacing Tadd Helmer. Tadd and Tom Doran agreed 1o
help John as Assistant Measurers, John has ties to the Lightning Class
which go back a long way as his father built the first Lightning. John and
Ric have also been actively campaigning for the 50th Anniversary Regatta
to be held ot Skancateles. A special thank vou go to Ric and Tadd for the
great job they did over the lust two years

The Central New York Yacht Racing Association was held in late July
Jean Hallagan repeated as winner, having won this event last year

The Champagne Regatta was held at Keuka Lake on the first weekend in
August. Fleet 252 always does a great job and this year was no exception
While the weather did not always cooperate, the fantastic champagne
cocktail party, followed by a great dinner and then dancing to a live band,
certainly made it easier to forget the drifters earlier in the day. In first place
was Dick Hallagan, followed by Peter Humphrey and then Peter Hallagan.

Al the end of August we traveled to Port Oswego, where Fleet 485 outdid
their fine regatta of last year, There were |8 boats and they were treated toa
magnificent time made possible by the local Michelob distributor. He has
expressed an interest in continuing his sponsorship of this event, and we
certainly expect that attendance will increase in the years to come as the

word spreads, The winners were, in order of finish, Mark Sertl, Dick
Hallagan, and Jean Hallagan. This regatta was also the final leg of the
Triple Crown, a series established by Dr. John Mclntosh several years ugo
to foster interest in racing in the District. Participants must sailinthe three
regattas of the series to be eligible. This years winners were Dick Hallagan,
[Yick Tuttle, Dan Korete, and Neal Smith

The final event of the year was the Silver Lake Regatta held in early
September. This was the other hall of the CNY-LED Challenge and for the
first time in living memory, the Central New York District was able to keep
the Lake Erie District from winning the series, The bad news was that we
were unable 1o win the trophy outright and the final result was  tie. We
seem 1o be making progress and firmiy believe that 1986 will be our year!

CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT

District Commodore
Dhistrict Secretary
District Measurer
District Champion ...
District Runner-Lp ...

Arthur Jones
Martin Klotrbach
+ o+ Fritz Toussaint
[¥r. Robert Exon
Ralph Persson

Fleets: Javhawk (60); The Sooner Fleet (343}

The main event this vear in the Central States District was the District
Regatta, hosted again by Fleet 60 at Lake Shawnee, Topeka, K5, One hoat
from the Sooner Fleet was inattendance. We all look forward to the Soone
Fleet's continued growth and their hosting the District Regatta on Okla-
homa waters 0 the near (uture

The Centrial States District Commodore for 1986 15 John Gall
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Contral Stares Disteict Champion Dr. Robert Exon with crew Roh Darvin
ard Karen Exon



CHILE DISTRICT

District Commaodore ., .. Manuel Gonraler M,
District Viee Commodore ..... Javier de Vicente
District Champion .. ...... Manuel Gonzaler M
Dhstrict Runner-Up ..ooovunionns Felipe Cubillos
Junior Champion ......oovweninn. Pablo Forno
Master Champion ......ce000.. Luis Herman .

Fleets: Algarrobo (31K);, Aculeo (490),

We had a very successful season last year in international regattas. We
went with four boats (2300 miles by car) 1o Lima, Peru to participate in the
South American Championship, where Chilean Alberto Gonzaler (). Fer-
nander, G. Novion) won the races

Then we went to Beach Haven, New Jersey with two boats to race in the
Worlds. Manuel Gonzales Ninished fifth (R. Zuazola, A. Gonealez) in the
series and then with the same crew finished Runner-Up at the North
American Championship at Tawas Bay, Michigan.

At the Chilean Championship we had |8 boats and a very competitive
feet, Manuel Gonealez won the series and Runner-Up was Felipe “plu-
mifero”™ Cubillos. Luis Herman won the Masters and Pablo Forno the
Juniors.

We are already looking forward to an active international 1986 season
hoping that many Chilean sailors will participate in major international
races besides the ones at home. We want to be in good shape for the next
Worlds at Canagena, Colombia,

CONNECTICUT/RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT
District Commuodare Edson White
District Secretary Sandy Peterson
District Viee Commodore . Charles Walz

District Treasurer .....ooeeees Nelson Hoffman
District Champion .......coeieianeis Jim Crane
District Runner-Up ...ooniaiiinas Ched Proctor

Fleets: Rlack Rock Yacht Club (17), Nantic Bay Yacht Club i85), Cedar
Point Yacht Club (126), Madison Beach Club (129)

The season for many of us began in March down south at the Southern
Circuit. An impressive number of boats from this area went down with
Ched Procter winning the Midwinters at 5. Pete. Ched also finished
second for the overall,

Ched returned to Cedar Point to host a tunc-up, tactics and boathandling
seminar the week prior to the Cedar Point Early Bird Regatta, Two days of
excellent instruction complete with two davs of perfect wind prepared all
the attendees for the upcoming season.

The upcoming season took a weekend off as the wind gods were not so
kind. Contestanis at the Cedar Point Early Bird Regatta were greeted on
Saturday morning with winds gusting over 30 knots, Just as all the contes-
tants arrived ol the starting area, the wind increased to over 35 knots. The
wise decision was made and everyone was safely back at the CPYC club-
house for a great cocktail and dinner party. The following morning we were
greeted by identical wind conditions prompting the inevitahle three puns

On to Newport; instead of Twelve Meters, this vear, we raced against the
Maxis! Newport for the third strasght year proved nsell as the sailing
capital of the world. The conditions under which this regatta were sailed
were incredible: super winds, excellent race management, fantastic
weather, and above all, the hottest sailors in the class. Bill Shore put it best
after the regatta was over when he said, “there are a lot of good sailors here.
One of them s going to win the Worlds next week "

He could not have been more correct! The winner of Newpon however,
did mot even get to go to the Worlds, Ched Proctor, fresh off his southern
victory sailed a consistant series to edge out incumbent Stuart Nickerson
and Bill Shore lor the senes,

The Madison Beach Club was the host of this vear's Eistrict Champion-
ship. A big hand to Madison for a job well done! The race committee did a
super job when [aced with difficult and changing wind conditions. [0figuh
for most, that is, Jim Crane with “relative”™ ease walked away with the
regatta winning three out of four races (he raced with his flancee and his
brother.) Close behind was Ched Proctor, Bill Shore, Tom Ingram, and
John (Mdham.

Niantic Bay Yacht Club was the next siop ina very active summer &s they
won the honor to host this vear's Atlantic Coast Championship. A hot ficld
from Marviand to New Hampshire was on hand to see Don Barrett return
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from an embarrassing 1 7eh at the Districts to win this event, Niantic Bay
lived up to it™s reputation as the most hospitable club in the district with
their Saturday evening festivities,

Our District’s showing at the North Americans this vear was by far the
best wie have ever had. Seven entrics (it would have been eight if not for a
lost transmission. ) 5ix of those seven in the blue Meet. Four of the fop seven
boats. and. of course. Bill Shore the North American Champion. Congrat-
ulations to all!

Back to Niantic, The anneal Governors Cup Regatta alwavs  hot district
series wins won Uhis vear by Neil Haves, He sailed a brilliant set of three races
in shifty conditions to win the regatta with a 1,1.2. Djoerd Hockstra was
second lollowed by Tom Ingram, Phil Lotz and Randy Browning

Cedar Poimt hosted the season's wrap-up with their Fall Classic Regatta,
Four races sailed in light and shilty air intensely tested the contestant’s
abilities. After three races, it was anyone’s regatta. Sto Nell grabbed the
victory with a win in the last race. Phil Lotz was second and Ched Proctor
third. ON the water. everyone had a great time at the Saturday evening
cocktail party and steak dinner. Even a 17 was on hand playing requests
for all kinds of dancing.

What a great year it was. Congratulations are due to: Ched Proctar
Midwinter Champion: Jim Crane, District Champion; and Bill Shore
North American and World Champion,

Gioodd Luck next year,

DIXIE DISTRICT

District Commodore ... 0eeieesss Tom Clark
District Becretiry ...vvnnnniinnness Reed Barrett
District Measurer . ....ovueioniison David Racine

. Jdoe Friehele
Steve Bachman

District Champion .. ...0000.

District Runner-Up ............
Women's Champion ..........000. Lisa Foulke
RURMEEUD oy dda s et e s s s Pam Racine

Fleets: Washington [2.C. (500, North East River ( 192); Susquehanna (253);
Sassafras River (314); Rehoboth (325); Severn River (329); Smith Moun-
tain Lake (3770 Swilt Creek Fleet (496)

The new year was started at Fleet 329 in Annapolis with the annual No
Gas Regattn. This vear the concept of many short races could not be
accomplished. but nevertheless, it provided the participants the opportun-
ity to tune up and pet the foothall cobwebs out of their systems. Shortly
after, Rehohoth Bay Sailing Association held the Delaware Governars Cup
Regitta which provided one windy day and one wait-for-the seabreeze-1o-
fill-im { which it always does) day, Bul regardless, Rehoboth is always an
excellent experience. As usual Kitty Racine presided inan effective manner
The lirst Womens Distiel Championship Regatta was held at Podickory
Yacht Club, hosted by the Grotheer family. Rules had to be *bent” a little to
get more boats on the starting line by allowing one male in the crew, As it
turned out the winner was an all women crew skippered by Lisa Foulke
Mary Anna Poriner, who won the Womens Narth Americans this vear,
also participated. Weare looking for more *all women® boats next year. And
the word is look out ‘86 North Americans, the Dixie District women are
COming on strong.

Fleet 50 hosted the Sth annual Lightning-Thistle Challenge on the
Potomac River. A combination of 19 boats were on the line [or the onge day
regatta. Lightnings were first and second with Frank Gallagher and Lisa
Foulke and her all-girl crew taking the top two spots. The Districts were
moved into July and held at Annapolis. Joe Friehele demonstrated his
mastery of the Chesapeake chop with a very comfortable and well deserved
win,

The later and best attended regattas for the year began at Rehoboth Bay
with the Purnell Memornal Regatta. Twenty-cight boats turned out for the
event that suw Peter Jones of Annapolis take top honors. October browght
the Frigid Digit at Annapolis where 42 boats tested their skills for three
races in heautiful fall conditions. Bob Wardwell traveled from Tennessee to
pick up the win and remind us how good a sailor we lost when he was
transferred to Tennessee. The final event of the year is the second hall of the
combined Barney Meade Memorial Series which is beld on Kerr Reservaoir
on the border of 5.C, and Va,, hence the name Borderline. Wardwel| was
not content {aking the Dixic District silver so he showed up for the
Borderline Regatta as well. After three races of typical lake sailing Ward-
well was just nosed out by Dick Hallagan (or the top spot. But Bob got the
last baugh as he walked away with the combined win. This regatta has surely
miade it 1o the big time as the Allen’s Bus wis needed to bring the full Allen



family team. The list of top name competitors grows cach year for the
combined regatias.

Overall the Dixie District continues to provide excellent suiling for the
old and new sailors. 1If vou want o varety of sailing — lakes, salt water,
rivers — along with top level competition come visit the Dixie District
which has it all

FINLAND DISTRICT

District Commodore Pentti Laitinen
Diistrict Secretary Sirkka-Liisa Lastinen
Distriet Jumor Commodore .. Hannu Hurskainen
District Measurer ....cveeeeeopes Marjatta Ollila
District Champion ...oovianaas Kari Macnpaa
District Runner-Up ... ... o Aulis Naykki

Fleets: Helsinki (166), Kotka (298), Oulu (307), Kemi (3100, Jyvaskyls
{32R), Tuusulanjarvi (456), Valkeakoski (468), Jamsa (469).

I98% was a very active vear for the Finland District. Fleen
Championships, ranking series as well as Women's Championship and
Finland District Championship were held during the scason

Four crews were also participating in the European Championship in
Switzerland, and one crew took part inthe Worlds in the United States. The
results obtained in the Europeans were quite satisfactory, Kari Maenpaz
took fourth place and Terho Aromaa was seventh

The winner of the ranking series, Kari Magnpaa won the Distncts also,
Aulis Navkki was second and Terho Aromaa third, The Women's
Championship was won by Sar Nummela

We are very keenly looking forward 1o the 1986 scason. Now that Hann
Nisonen, as # new enterpriser, will start building Lightnings in Finland hy
using an American mold, we are confident that imterest towards Lightning
sailing will grow here and we will see many new saitlors getting into Ligh-
nings in the near Tuture

FLORIDA DISTRICT

District Commodore
District Secretary
District Measurer
District Champion
District Rupner-Lip

lohn Schoendorl
lahn Foster
Eric Stibitz
Knute Young
Fisk Havden

Fleets: Biscayne Bay (226}, Lake Fustis/ North Flonda (4611 Old Port
Yacht Club (477); Cedar/Ft. Myers (478}

The Florida District was represented in the Worlds by Fisk Havden and
Jim Alman and inthe North American Championship by “Team Hayden™
with Eric Annis of Sarasots as fore-deck crew, Fred Hutchinson sailing
Honeveomb and by “Miss Flonda Fay™ Regan sailing her Boaby Trap,
Steven Hayden skippered Shazam in the Junior North Americans. Fisk and
Steve Havden sailed in all three Southern Cireuit events, Bob DeFosses and
John Foster of Cedar Fleet 8478 satled with Herm Nickels in the Masters at
51, Pete

The second anmual *Triple Crown™ was won by Jim Alman of Miami
with Fisk Hayden of Eustis second and John Foster of Sarasota, third

This year a new event was inaugurated, “The Commodores Cup
Regatta®. It was held in Fr. Myers on the Caloosphatehee River, home of
Cedar Fleet 478 and coincided with the “Edison Pageant of Light Regatia™
Timy Alman of Miami, sailing Lovse Lwcy, won first place

The Flonda District Championship was held on Lake Eustis, home ol
Fleet 461, Fisk Havden cooked burgers and hot dogs Saturday night for all
the hungry sailors and was assisted by Bert and Shirley Lacey. After dinner
the annual meeting was held and new officers were elected. Sunday, Knute
“Ciatorbait™ Young and his “bring it to Miami™ crew wrapped up the
championship by winming first place. Fisk and Steve Hayden sailing Sha-
zawr came in second place, Fred Hutchinson of Minmi in third place. Frank
Atkinson in fourth place and Jim Alman of Miami in fifth place

In March Eric Annis bought #12170 the fliee fight Spevial (sorry
K-Mart), and rumor has it a Wisconsian will soon transplant to Fr. Myers
and join Fleet #4785, Look out Fleet 8226 Fleet #478 i growing!

I'he Florida Dhstrict is growing and the level of competition 15 rsing
which is good for the Flonda District and the Lightning Class,

Here s an invitation to all snowbirds who are thinking of moving, *Come
to Flonda!™ We sail all vear long!

Florida Disteice Chamgions: Knute Young, Kevin Burnham and Mark
Firtenis

ITALIAN DISTRICT

IMstrict Commuodore
IMistrict Secretary ...
Dhstriet Junior Commuodore ..
Dhstrict Measurer ...

hstract Champion

Dastrict Runner-1p

Admiral Luigi Merola
Sergio Rustichell
Salvatore Tremante
.. Ciianm Battisti
Alessandro Altina
Sergio Rustichelli

Fleats: Garda (249} Lega Navale Anso (312), Marsala (449); Trasimeno
(4531: Flotta Del Conero (466), Flotta Del Lano (467 Flotia Del Savio
{276}

The 1985 season has been o revival of lialian Distrnct activiaty, Thas vearin
fact, seven ltahan crews have taken part in European Championships in
Switrerland and the boat Pove Var{Galett, Alnlogn, Mazzola) fimshed in
second place. Good placings for Wiad (171 Vitaggio, Scarpocchi, Vicarolli)
fifth, and for Warred 0 (Ama, Atting, Rallo) eaghth, The laban District
Championzhip has developed on Trasimeno Lake at Passignano, snd it was
wan by Weanted I of Atting, Attina, Alagna in frant of Areknames 1 of
Rustichelli, Siechiaroll, Barbaces, and then Lofv-Bav-Tan of Viataggio
Messing, Cudia. Seventeen crews have taken part in the lalian District
Championship. They all were very well prepared and in particular the
crews ol Anzio, Falconara, Marsaka, Garda and Trasimeno. In the season
there have been a dozen regattas, in which many competitors have taken
part. Next year the lalian District Championship will be in Marsala (449),
the home of the Champion

So we say 1o our [riends; Good Bye

|

Sprprrakers bedng hodsred for the fTesy veach

Nafign Districi
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LAKE ERIE DISTRICT

1986 REGATTA SCHEDULE

EVENT
SPRING DISTRICT MEETING

EBY SERIES
REUNION REGATTA #

CORNBALL REGATT

ONTARIO OPEN
INVITATIONAL
ONTARIO-CANADIAN YOUTHS

CANADIAN OPEN

NIAGARA FRONTIER INVIT
ONTARIO CLASSIC (MICHELOB)
NIAGARA RIVER CHAMPS
DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS

DISTRICT WOMEN & JUNIOR
CHAMPIONSHIPS

CHAMPAGNE REGATTA

WOMERN, JUNIOR & MASTERS
NORTH AMERICANS

NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPS

OLD SALTS REGATTA

CUBA LAKE REGATTA

HARVEST REGATTA # and *
HURRELL SHAKER REGATTA *©
HAUL-OUT REGATTA °

BCC FALL REGATTA °

#=LED—CNY Challenge

*=LED Fall Circuit {3 out of 4 Regattas to count)

HOST CLUB
MIAGARA SAILING CLUB?

BUFFALO CANQCE CLUB
NEWPORT YACHT CLUB

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE YACHT CLUB
BRONTE HARBOUR YACHT CLUB
BUFFALD HARBOR SAILING CLUB
BOULEVARD CLUB

ROYAL ST LAWRENCE ¥.C
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB
OSWEGD YACHT CLUB
NIAGARA SAILING CLUB
BOULEVARD CLUB

BOULEVARD CLUB
KEUKA YACHT CLUB

HENDERSON HARBOR ¥Y.C
KINGSTON, ONTARIO
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB
CUBA LAKE YACHT CLUB

SILVER LAKE YACHT CLUB
BOULEVARD CLUB

SANDY BEACH YACHT CLUB
BUFFALDO CANOE CLUB

To confirm dates, call
Judy Walker (716) B38-352

i
TENTATIVE
DATE
APRIL 12
MAY 10 - 11
MAY 31 - JUNE 1
JUMNE 7 - B
JUNE 14 - 15
JUNE 14 - 157
JUMNE 21 - 22

JULY 4 -5-6
JULY 12 -13
JULY 19 - 20
JULY 19 - 20
JULY 26 - 27

ALUGLIST 2-3
ALUGLIST 2-3

AUG. 4-8B
AUG.8-15
AUG. 20
AUG. - TBA
SEPT.6-7
SEPT. 13 - 14
SEPT. 20 - 21
SEPT. 27 - 28

LAKE ERIE DISTRICTS. District of Champions. salutes its champions:

Jody Swanson

— District Champion

John Swanson, Jr. — Junior North American Champion
We start them young in the Lake Erie Districi.

Jody Swanson (C) with Crew, Mike Montanl (L)

and Joe Slarck (R} District Champlons,

Phato ermdil. Roger Steck. Buffaio. N.Y

et e

John Swanson, Jr. (C) with Crew, Joe Donovan (L)
and Scoll Kinerk (R) Junilor NA Champions.

e e e e e e =)
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LAKE ERIE DISTRICT

District Commodore .....ocviiananss Tom Ward
District Executive Secretary ........ Hugh Roper
District Correspanding Secretary ., Judy Walker
District Measurer ......ccouiesas David Sprague
District Junior Commodore .. ........ Jim Allen
District Champion ......oceweera. Jody Swanson
District Runner-Up ....oviavinn Tom Allen, Sr.
Junior Champion ...c.ccvaiisieens David Starck
Junior Runner-Up ..coviiiiicaiisss Jim Allen
Women's Champion . ... cecoevasns Sue Ferrick

Fleats: Builalo Canoe Club{12); Chautauqua Lake Yacht Club ( 19); Silver
Lake Yacht Club {47); Niagara Sailing Club (59); Cuba Lake Yacht Club
(115); Royal Hamilton Yacht Club (118); Toronto Bay (146); Conneaut
Bay {180); Chautaugqua (198); Bronte Harbour (492),

The 1985 sailing season will be remembered by Lake Erie District Light-
ning stilors as a year of outstanding achievement by its younger members.
Last year's Youth World Champion, Jody Swanson won the District
Championship and her brother, John Swanson won the Junior North
Americans,

District sailors got off to a good start by Larry MacDonald, Jr., winning
the Southern Circuit. The first regatta of the regular season was the
Newport Invitational Regatta in the Rochester, New York arca in early
June which is the first leg of the Challenge Series with the Central New York
District. David Sprague of Toronto placed second behind Kirk Reynolds of
the Central New York District. Dick Hallagan of Central New York
captured first place individual honors by placing third a1t Newport and
winning the Harvest Regatta at Silver Lake Yacht Club in September.
Owerall, the two districts ended in a tie for this challenge event,

The Niagara River Championship was won by Cal Schmicge of the host
Niagara Sailing Club with David Fritz second and Kathy Taylor third. The
Niagara Frontier Invitational Regatta at the Buffalo Canoe Club had
twenty-six Lightnings competing. This regatia was won by Tom Allen, Jr.
Todd Jones placed second with Jody Swansen, third,

The District Championship was held at Buffalo Canoe Club with twenty-
five entries. The Junior Districts were won by David Starck with Jim Allen
second. Sue Ferrick won the Women's District Championship. Jody Swan-
son, with & crew of Mike Montani and Joe Starck won the District Cham-
pionship. Tom Allen, Sr. and Larry MacDonald were close behind in
second and third, Ed Roseberry placed fourth. The Buffalo Canoe Club
also hosted the Canadian Open Championship the weekend following the
District Championship. Jim Crane of Norwalk, Connecticut was the
winner followed by Tom Allen, Sr, and Tom Allen, Jr. in second and third

lace.

g The district was well represented at both the World Championship in
Mew Jersey and the North American Championship st Tawas, Michigan.

Action ai Lake Erie District Championship
Photo Credit Roger Stech, Buffalo, New York

The seven district entries at the Waorld's were led by Mark Bryant who
placed seventh. Bryant again was the best of the local eight entries at the
North Americans, placing ninth, In the Junior North Americans at Tawas,
the district swept the first three places with John Swanson, David Starck
and Jim Allen, placing Tirst, second and third respectively.

The eleventh annual Old Salis Regatta ot the Buffalo Canoe Club was
won by Cal Schmicge of Nugars Saifing Club. The twenty-first annual Corn
Ball Regatta at Chautaugua Lake Yacht Club was won by Jim Neville.

The traditional Fall Circuit was expanded to include a fourth regatta at
the Buffalo Canoe Club. The Harvest Regatta at Silver Lake Yacht Club
was the most successful regatta of the year with forly entries enjoying good
winds and warm September weather, Dick Hallagan and Mark Sertl, both
from Central New York took first and second place respectively. Larry
MacDonald, Jr. was third, The second regatta at the Boulevard Club in
Toronto was won by Larey MacDaonald, Jr. with Matt Brvant capturing the
third leg of the circuit at Sandy Beach Yacht Club, The Fall Regatta at the
Ruffalo Canoe Club was won by co-skippers Mark Brvant and Jim Gocker.
The overall circuit winner was Mark Sertl of Rochester, New York who
placed second at Silver Lake, Toronto and the Cance Club to take overall
honors

Our congratulations to our champions, especially the up-and-coming
youth. We also wish to congratulate Chiel Measurer David Sprague and
Class Secretary Anne Allen on their election to the Executive Commuttee of
the Class. Bill Neal, and Larry MacDonald, Sr. are also serving as officers
of the Class as National Vice Presidents for the U5, and Canada.

I.L.C.A. ADDRESSING SERVICE

Most of the Fleet and District Officers listed in this Year Book held office during the calendar year 1985. Names
and addresses of current officers may be obtained from 1.L.C.A. Headquarters.

Some of the Members listed in the Registry of Lightning Owners have moved since the Registry was prepared.
Current addresses mayv be obtained from LLL.C.A. Headquarters.

We offer addressing service to Fleets, Districts, and Yacht Clubs. Will address labels at .07¢ per name or
envelopes at .14¢ per name for any District. Additional charge is made for the amount of postage required to mail
them to vou. Names available are those of Lightning owners who are in good standing for 1985 and 1986, This
service is also available 1o commercial advertisers at .10¢ per name for labels and .20¢ per name for envelopes.
Contact 1.L.C.A. Headguarters, 808 High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085, giving sufficient lead time.
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MICHIGAN DISTRICT
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LONG ISLAND DISTRICT

District Commodare . ......oc0a00. Ray Rumph
District Secrelary ...veversesnss Thomas Hering
District MEASUNET .. ovvevrrasoss Frank Atkinson
District Champion ......covvues Frank Atkinson
District Runner-Up ..cvoiviasrenaes Tim Rumph

Fleets: Hewlett Bay (58); Great South Bay Fleet {178); South Hampton
Yacht Club (431).

The Great South Bay Fleet hosted the 1985 Long Island District Cham-
pionships at their home away from home. the Long Island Yacht Club in
Babylon, New York on July 20-21.

Saturday's races were sailed in a moderate, shifty westerly, the breeze
never did swing ta the typical southwest sea breeze that the bay is famous
for, Peter Neyland from Hewlett Bay jumped out 10 a quick lead and
rounded first in race one, followed by Tim Rumph and Frank Atkinson.
The Atkinsen team (Frank, Frank Jr., and Christina Kaufman) crewwork
proved to be decisive as they took the lead at the leeward mark and never let
it go. Tim Rumph from Southampion was second. In race two, another
Hewlett Bay sailor, Tom Hering, found a lift on the right side, and rounded
first. But the Atkinson offwind performance again was the difference —
Atkinson finished first, Hering second, Bill Weiss third, and Tim Rumph
fourth. After day one, Atkinson was leading, with Rumph and Hering tied
for second. All contestants were glad that all three fleets had a competitor in
the running

On Sunday, hazy sunshine and a spotty, moderate southcasterly pre-
vatled. Tim Rumph battled to an early lead in race three, and fought off a
persistent challenge from Atkinson to win by s few boatlengths. With Mike
Gargiulo third, Atkinson entered the final race with a three point advantage
over Rumph,

The breeze veered toward the southwest for race Tour. At the weather
mark, it was anybody's race as four boats rounded together. Atkinson
managed to gain the inside position, and he led at the jibe mark. He held ofl
a challenge from Tom Hering to clinch a convincing victory for the series.

Many Long Island District sailors were surprised to learn that this was
Franks first Districts victory. After countless successful years on the
Lightming circuit. Frank had captured the elusive District Championship.

MICHIGAN DISTRICT

District Commodore ......iooa Hank Hodgson
District SECrelary «oovesrsassrans David Hatfield
District Measurer ....cooiueinrasosa Dave Furey
District Champion .......o0000 Bruce Goldsmith
District Runner-Up ....... Clarence Holman, Jr.
Womens Champion .......cooaes Bonnie Nickels
Junior Champion , ..o oo George Sipel
Junior Runner=Up ...ooieiivesss Valerie Marrion

Fleets: Devils Lake (313 Crescent Sail Club (§1); Lake Fenton (531
Pontiac Yacht Club (54); Higgins Lake (110); Gull Lake Yacht Club (1371
Tawas Bay Yacht Club {152} Leland Yach Club{184)] Saginaw Bay (2160
Girand Traverse Yacht Club (326); Douglas Lake (374); Lansing Sail Club
(3E7)

It has been written that “A harbor, even if it is a little harbor, is a good
thing. since adventurers come into it as well as go out.” Some of our
Michigan District harhors are small, but many of them provided adven-
tures for our Lightning skippers during the 1985 racing season

Who will forget the final District race when the motorboat tralfic going
downriver to watch the Detroit hydroplane races, combined with a total
lack of wind. to challenge the stomachs of even those who had not partied
the night before? The time limit finally ran out, cinching the championship
far Bruce Goldsmith, with Clarence Holman one paint hehind. Colin Park,
Dave Nickels and Dave Marriont rounded out the top five.

Then there was the opposite end of the spectrum — the terror of I raverse
Bay when Lightnings planed to the starting line under mainsail alone. This
writer recalls the conversation going something like this — “Make sure the
spinnaker halyard is fastened down™ — then “Evenil we gowith it, we won't
jibe it™ — finally, “Unti¢ the spinnaker and put 1 away”. Jim Sayre of
Devils Lake Yacht Club was the true adventurer that day — being the only
one 1o pop his calors after a good first weather mark rounding. 11 didn’t
take long {or imelligence to overrile the adventuring spirit however, and
coon the entire Meet was back under control. Goldsmith again found the
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conditions to his liking, placing first in the series. [ollowed by Park, and
Garry Demarest

The Juniors can probably relate the best stories. Their mid-July District
races at Pontiac Yacht Club required the “light-weights™ to survive 20
m.p.h. gusty winds on both days, completing a five race schedule. George
Sipel, Jr. of Devils Lake finished first for the third consecutive year
Yalerie Marriott of Pontiac overcame o capsize to be runner-up, and Amy
Hodgson, also of DLYC, finished third with the only all girl crew

Michigan fleets hosted 11 regauas from June |-September 30. Mike
Caterino of Lake Lansing started the season out in great shape by winning
his home club's regatta; Mike Rathbun of Gull Lake wes runner up, Bay
City was our warm up for the Districts, Dave Nickels and Hank Hodgson
found their way around the right marks of the course to finish first and
second respectively.

Fenton bested a field of eight teams in a blustery weekend of team racing
at Lake Fenton, The winning team consisted of Herman Nickels, Dave
Nickels, Gearge Nickels, and Paul Militzer, Bay City was runner up in the
event,

I'he warm-up series for the North Americans was held at Higgins Lake
where Colin Park stecred his boat into the winner's circle, followed by
Hodgson and Demarest,

The fall regatias got underway at Pontiac Yacht Club where fleet
member Clarence Holman played the part of a good host, showingall of the
ather contestants around his “home” waters. Colin Park and Dave Nickels
were “good followers™ Ninishing second and third in the series.

Indian summer arrived for the Devils Lake serics — cold nights, early
morning fog and NO WIND. A spinnaker start proved rather interestingin
the first face, but none of the turn of events rattled Jim Diressel who came
from the Buckeve state to“adventure” with us “wolverines™, and took hame
a lirst place trophy. Park was again in close pursuit, with Holman third.

Colin Park posted a second vietory for the season at the Gull Lake finale.
Demarest was second followed by Dave Hatfield of Gull Lake.

Of course, our hig event was hosting the North American Champion-
ships. It had been 13 vears since the Championship Fleet had last visited
Michigan — Tawas Bay to be specific. Facilities are not plamorous in the
Tawas area, but it would ke difficult to find a location where the suiling
conditions could compare, We had three perfect days of sailing for the
Womens, Juniors, and Master's Cha mpiu mhip& followed by a full week of
ideal conditions for the championships. We had a great time hosting this
series, and count ourselves very lucky to have had the likes of Charlie
Schreck and Gary Cameron come out of “Lightning” retirement, 1o run a
Nawless race committee for us, The success of such a large event cannot be
measured sccurately, but vou can’t go too far wrong with good winds and
good competitors . Thanks to all of our gracious guests who came Lo
adventure 81 our Tawas Harbor, and helped out when needed, We willingly
pass on the paperwork 10 our Northern Neighbors — hosts for 1986 — the
memories are ours to keep!

MIDWEST DISTRICT
District Commodore . civieavaiiins John Walter
District Sceretary .. .vvrevsssins Karen Johnson
District Measurer . .ouvennirrens Roben Smither
District Champion ....oovvrraras James Gagnon
District Runner-Lip ..oovvins Michael Huffman

Fleets: Chicago Corinthian (5); Milwaukee Yacht Club {69); Green Bay
(1121 Lake Davenpon ( 167); Sheboygan (187); Lake Geneva (345); Mani-
powoe [193); Racine (489);, Quarter Barrel (494).

The Midwest District’s regatta season opened with the Evins Regatta at
Gireen Bay. With many sailors anticipating Green Hay as host for the
Districts. there was still competition. With others trading first place fin-
ishes. Trvig Jacobson turned in the most consistent serees and placed in from
of Pat Considine, Rick Larson, Mike Huffman and Byron Roc.

Psyehed up about that regatta, we maved south the following weekend ta
Manitowoe for the lee Breaker. Bui, atlas, the winds were roaring all
weekend and we went home withoul ¢ven a race.

We then pushed further south down the Lake Michigan coast to Milwau-
kee, Lal and Matt Burridge came up from the Mississippi Valley to see il
they could win some Milwaukee silver. And they did. Matt finished first
ahead of Rick Larson, Lal, Kevin Blar and Gene Matthews,

With the North Americans in the adjoining district this year, many
midwesterners were shooting for gqualifying pesitions, The district was
eligible for seven hoats, so the races were very competitive. Twenty-seven
boats gathered at the Green Bay Sailing Club. Jim Knorr and measuring



crew gorl U through the hurdles and Tom Phelan set
ate winds. At the end of the firs
day, it looked like Pat Considine was out to do a “Honzon”™ job on us with
two [irsts. However, the third race
downfall of many sailors. including Pat with a 16th, Rick Larson with a
l4th and Kevin Blair with a 24th. Meanwhile, Jim Gagnon and Mike
E‘l“””'.;ll' were saul ng consistent races withim |.||| live

By Sunday Jim Gagnon prevailed over Mike's e
first Desinet winner from Green Bay mn 34 vears
him's father, Jim, back in 1951

In Sheboygan, the Burtidges thought they would come up and show us
how once again, They duplicated their Milwaukee performance with Matt,
first, followed by Rick Larson, Lal Burnidge
Ky

The Hobelman in Chicago was close but Pat Considine hebd off Mike
Huffman in the lasi race to win with John Walter d

Then, while some continued to (ight it owt in home Meet duels, our district
guahfiers went to Tawas Hay for the North Amencans Pat Consi
dine and Mike Hulfman finished in the middle of the Championship Fleet
while Sheboyvgan's Bick Larson won the President’s Cup. Kevin Blar
lNnighed i the middle of the President™s Fleet while Gene Matthews, Brian
Phelan and Wally Nickerson fought off breakdowns in the Governor's Cup

Later at the crossroads of the Madwest, Michigan, and Indiana Districts
with Chicago™s Red Flannels Regatta. Broce Goldsmith and Dave Nickels
accepted our nvitations and it was o strong held of tweniy-one boats, Pat
Considine held on in the last race 1o defeal Dave Nickels by 6 point with
Rick Larson third. Bruce and Mike Huffman were fourth and Gifth, Par
received the honorary Tull suit of red Nennel enderwesr while Gene Mat-
thews received the “aw nuts™ award for s sixth place finish

The Polar Bear in Duvenport wias held to three races this yvear because ol
the winds and current. Gene Matthews prevailed over Mike Stephenson by
i |'Iﬂ|r'-!

S0 with season’s end we totalled up the re
Michigan Chammonship. Eight boats gual
and three other regattas. First was Rick Larson followed by Gene Mutthews

Ip excellent courses in

the sometimes sirong. someétimes mode

had fMukev winds that proved the

[Torts and became th

The Tormer winner was

Tryg Jucobson, and Jim

I here

gttt Limishes for the Lake

edl by sailling in the [hstricts

and Kevin Blair, Othie

lohn Esser

yuahiliers were John Walier
and Wally Nigckerson

Fhe season was very competitive and s1

T Knaorr, Hria
Phelan
ofg ths vear with many mofe
sahing the galta et and miore people 1n esting in new hoats, With the
or the Midwests

Milwaukes beer

season over s mow on to Moilwao ke
m Milwaukee lor som

midwinter meeting

CRCIAMRINE ol s1ane i plan

mimgE lor neal yvear

Bk Row: (L ta v ) Skippers Kevig Blair, Rick Larsest, Pay Comidise
Mike Huffiman Mugdlle Rowe . fl fim Blair. Mik
Petevson, Dave Wagnter, Seott Harreivisn, Greee Boriz Bevton Row £ b
rod Dean Cadv, Jr.. S L
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Jimve Cragenon

Freetr, Siev Correal Nomveevinprs, Maureice

MIDWEST DISTRICT
1986 REGATTA SCHEDULE

June 14th - 15th
June 21st - 22nd

July 5th - 6th

July 11th-12th-13th
July 26th - 27th
August 2nd - 3rd
September 20th - 21st
October 4th - 5th

Evans Regatta — Green Bay
Ice Breaker — Manitowoc

P & T Milwaukee

Districts — Sheboygan

Brotz — Sheboygan
Hobelman — Chicago

Red Flannels — Chicago
Polar Bear — Lake Davenport



June 7, 8
June 21, 22
| June 28, 29
July 12, 13
July 18, 19, 20
July 23, 27
July 26, 27
August 9, 10
August 16, 17
August 23, 24
September 6, 7
September 13
September 20, 21

Great Harbo

Districts
Race Week

Massabesic
Bow Lake
Spofford

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT

[Mstrict Commodore Stu Mickerson
District Secretary . ..... Dick Fastiggi
[istrict Champion Ray Harrington
District Runmer-Up .. ovoviiccsass [3an Brush

Fleats: Centerboard YachtCub (14); Newburyport (1215 Spofford Yache
Club (145); Annisguam Yacht Club (151 Marblehead Marbor (189);
Bomoseen Lake YO (2271 Massabesic Yacht Club (273); Cheguesset
(2800, Luke Champlain (3001); Squam Loke (332); Androscoggin Lightning
Fleer (4507; West End RAcing Club (487); Bow Lake Lightning Fleet (493);
Pioneer Valley Lightning Fleel (495)

The mghlight of the New England [hstrict’s vear was the return to fun,
and relaxed sailng which was summed up by the annual Spofiord Regatta
We have noticed in New England that the smaller regattas which emphasize
the whole range ol compelitive sailing are better attended and more tho-
roughly enjoved by evervone. Alter the compeliion of the Waorkd Cham-
pionship in June, our district seemed to demand more relaxed sailing and
maore apporunities for everyone 1o learn

As evidence of this new direction, thirty-one boats participated in the
Spafford Regata to wrap-up the New England season Excellem weather,
iricky winds, and lots of socializing, plus 4 race committee headed by Fast
Fred Hamblet made for good times. As usual, Dick Hallogan won (dth vear
ina row)! He was chased by Stu Nickerson, Tom Doran, Dick Hale, Bob
Shapirio and Russ Cavanaugh

Another regatta that features hospitahity and fun sailing s the State-of -
Maine Championship held each vear st Lake Androscoggin, Twentyv-one
hoats competed with Ned Hines besting the flect. Ned was closcly followed
by Rob Pratt.

Our Districts were hosted by the Marblehead Fleet this vear, under the
lendership and hard work of Rick Humphrey, Five races in all varieties of
wind and shifts produced a first time win for Ray Harrington, with his wife
and father crewing. Nice poing Harringtons! The racing was very close,

1986 NEW ENGLAND
| DISTRICT SCHEDULE

Lake Champlain
Maple Leaf Classic

r

State-of-Maine

Junior Championship

State-of-Massachusetts
NH./VT. Championship
Newburyport
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Burlington, VT
Bomoseen, VT
Provincetown, MA
Androscoggin, ME
Annisquam, MA
Marblehead, MA
Wellfleet, MA
Wellfleet, MA
Squam, NH
Newburyport, MA
Massabesic, NH
Bow, NH
Spofford, NH

with one point scparating the top three boats. [dan Brush was second,
followed by Stu Nickerson, John Collins, George Peter, Rob Pratt, and
Rick Humphrey

The annual Great Harhor Races held at the end of June in Provineetown
were once again a highlight of our season. Thanks 1o the work of the Abare
family, competitors enjoyed excellent saaling, a great party/dinner and the
opportunity to sail an the most scenic bay on the East Coast. Rob Pratt won
with David & Christie Jones second, Amy Kling and Maria White third,
Kurt Kling and Charlic White fourth and Bob Shapiro fifth. Keep up the
good work Provincetown!

Ihe Lake Champlain Fleet in Burlington, Vi hosted an early (chilly)
regatta in June. This regatta was used as a tune-up for many of the New
England hoats that were participating in the Worlds one week later. Bill
Shore won convincingly, lollowed by Dion Arush, Phil Loty and Stu
Nickerson

Elsewhere in New England, Len Pratt won the Newburyport Regatia
with John Hughes second. and Steve Fram third

Rick Humphrey won the NH/ VT Championship held on Lake
M assebesic,

Siu Nickerson won the annual Welllleet Regatia with Curt Felix second,
and Don Barrett, third

Outside of New England, Stew Nefl won the fall Cedar Point Regatta
with Kip Hamblet and Christie Jones crewing. Hale Waleofl with a vareity
of skippers was fourth in the Southern Circuil. Stu Nickerson was third in
thie Newport Regatta. Don Brosh crewed with Bill Shore winning the North
Americans

Ihe New England District is still growing, With leadership being pro-
vided by Dwight Gertz, the once active fleet on Squam Lake s back again
Our District Championship will be hosted by the Anmisquam Yacht Club
next summer. We all look forward 1o returning 1o this quaint sailing center
to test our skills with the current and apen ocean

In summary, New England sailing remains strong, and we have learned
that a more relaxed approach s the key to keeping interest high. See youin
“hf



Spring Seminar*

Spring Classic Regatta®
Windshift Regatta*
Thundermug Regatta“
DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP
Independence Day Regatta
C.Y.C. Regatta

Harvest Moon Regatta®
Snowball Regatta

Fall-In Regatta®

=

1986 OHIO DISTRICT :
REGATTA SCHEDULE J

Cowan Lake Y.C.
Pymatuning Y.C.
Leatherlips Y.C.

St. Marys Boat Club
St. Marys Boat Club
Pymatuning Y.C.
Cleveland Y.C.
Atwood Y.C.
Buckeye Lake Y.C.
Cowan Lake Y.C.

* — Included in Ohio Governors Cup Series.

= =i MK MR HH MK
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May 10-11 %
May 17-18
June 14-15 k
June 21-22
June 27-29
July 5-6

July 26-27
August 13-14
October 11-12
October 18-19

DRSS

OHIO DISTRICT

District Commodore ... .........., John Werley
District Secretary . ......0.0000.. Phillip Cormett
District Champion .. ......... Matt Fisher
District Runner-Up vievsss Jim Dressel

Fleets: Indian Lake (23) Leatherlips (271 Turkeyioot (33), Pymatuning
{36); Buckeye Lake (42); Manshield ( 150); Atwood Lake(212); Cowan Lake
(303 Hoover (353), 51. Marys (400)

The Ohio District started the 1985 season with our annual spring
serminar. once again hosted by Fleet 27 of Leatherlips Yaeht Club, Geaorge
and Martt Fisher led both on and off the water instruction, this vear
concentrating on the weather leg, Fair weather and a good brecre compli-
mented shore lectures and panel discussions. Everyone learned a lot!

Im its second vear, Pyvmatunimg Yacht Club®s Spring Classic contines Lo
prow, drawing saillors from as far away as New York and Minnesota. With
its focus as a spring tunewp, PYC tries to run as many four lep races as
possible. Suturday’s gray skies and brisk wind tuned both racing skills and
rescuing technigue, but everyone was off the water in plesty of time for the
hountious cockiails and party. Sunday brought us fair skies and a good
breere — a perfect sailing day to salidify the standings, Matt Fisher, tuning
for the Worlds, finished first; Dick Hallagan from New York was second;
with Dale Keltner from Minnesota third

Next, we're off to west-central Ohio for the 51 Mary’s Thundermug,
followed by Leatherlips” Windshifi. The Thundermug consisted of a five
race series under sunny skies with a fair breere, and super home-cooked
mes!! Colin Park from Michigan finished first, Mike Hein wassecond. and
John McCree was third

The Leatherlips Yacht Club Windshift Regatta lived up to its name with
shifty, pufly winds blowing across the river, Participation suffered a hit
with only 17 boats, as our District representatives were of 1 to the Worlds
Tom Varley played it the best; John Werley was second; and Carl Clipp. was
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third. And as usual, our favorite sailor Terry Ottenweller promises to return
lor more {un next vear!

The Chio Dhstrict semt our strong contingent of father-son teams 1o the
Waorlds, with George Fisher, Matt Fisher. Jim Dressel, and Dan Dressel all
wying for top honors against the best in the World. Ao, Rob Ruhlman
from PYC had the opportunity (o crew with Mark Brvant, Man was Lhe Lop
linesher from the Ohio group fourth i the World! Yea. Matt!

Fleet 27 from Leatherlips Yacht Club and Fleet 212 from Cowan Lake
Saling Association took us to Vermillion, Ohio on hig Lake Ere for is
steady and always-present winds. Our thanks 1o Terry Sheehe and all ol
Vermillion Boat Club for thewr outstanding hospitality! The hard work ol
all the members of hoth fleets, particularly Mary Rider (Tor the super meals)
and Bucky Powless & famaly (for all their work on Race Committer under
trying conditions) made this & grand success! Light winds from many
varving directions was the order Friday and Saturday. making our small
puddle hosts Teel nght at home! Sunday was a hlowout, as storms rolled in o
typical Lake Erie fushion. Horse racing broke the tie for first, giving Matt
Fisher the championship. Jim Dressel was second, Willy Petersilge was
third. George Fisher was fourth, and Dan Dressel was fifth. Best finish for a
first time salor went 1o Bill Kumbler. Recognizing her contributions 1o the
District and her ever-present Corinthian attitude, Bertie Gerling was ren-
dered speechless (for once) when presented with the Ohio District Sports-
manship Awird,

This year Rob Rublmun (PYC), Jack Borland (PYC). Peler Swariz
(PYC) Carl Clipp (LYC) and Tom Varley ( LYC) made the trip to Tawas to
represent the Ohio Distriet in the North Americans. Robby did us proud
not only gualitying for the Blue Fleet, but finishing fourteenth overall,
Yeah, Rob!

Atwood Lake held another typical Harvest Moon Regatta, with lots of
haats, lots of good times, [ots of a fabulous cocktail party, and very little
wind! Tom Varley drifted the fastest, \Lcahng away the regatia from two-
fime past champion. Jay Mueller in the last race. Jay finished second, and
ek Pugh was third,



Once again the Buckeye Lake Snowhail Regatta read like a Who's Whao
in Lightning sailing. Bucky Powless did another splendid job as Race
Cammitiee chairman, making the best of the existing conditions. Even with
good wind, this year's highlight was not the last rsce but the super party und
band the night before! Chris Varvarosky made history lunging throwgh the
=Hoop” feet first, . .no man has done this before (or ever again'), New bui
familiar faces dominated the top positions. Greg Fisher made a triumphant
return taking top honors. Rob Ruhlman failed to choke as predicted
around the martint bowl, and finished second overall. Willy Petersilge was
third, Jim Diressel was fourth, and Mike HufTman from Chicago was fifth

The season ends for most of us at Cowan Lake's Fall-1n Regatta, Withas
much hospitality as they have peanuts (and peanuts were everywhere!) the
folks of Cowan make this regatta one not to miss. Even this vear, as we
slogped around the course in 454 inches of rain! John Werley was best
theough the drops. winning his first regattn. George Auer was second, and
Dick Pugh third,

The Obio Governor's Cup, comprised of the best three finishes of the five
regattas (Spring Classic. Thundermug, Windshifl, Hirvest Moon, and
Fall-In) found a new home Tom Varley finished liest, with two regatta
firsts and a fourth. John Werley finished second. and past Champion Dick
Pugh was third,

We are eagerly awaiting the 1986 season, and expecting increased partici-
pation at our regattas. If you're in the neighborhood, stop in and see us
You're always welcome, and it's always fun!

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT

District Commodore . ... .covieeea- Bruce Deitz
Disirict MEASUTET .. cccvanarraies Dave Hickman
District Champion ... .cceeieroaaas Eric Lindahl

District Runner-Up ... ..oooa s John DeBenedetti

Fleats: Vancouver (90); Chinoak [229) Okanagan {368); Portland (283);
Semtle (132).

Although most of the fleets in the Pacific Northwest District actually
start their season sometime in April or early May the real gathening of the
Northwest Lightning clan begins on Fern Ridge Reservoir near Eugene,
Oregon on Memorial Day, This classic regata usu ally draws as many boats
as the Districts and offers the best facilities of our entire eircuit. It also
offers some of the most interesting wind conditions imaginable as line
squalls bounce their way east up the valley (rom the ocean, some going by
south of the lake, some north of the leke, and some right through it. This
year the regatia was won by Mark Fisher, who absolutely blew evervbody
else off the lake in the most lopsided win we've seen in a long time: Four
firsts and a fourth!

This vear's District Championship Regatta was held a1 Sand Point, on
Lake Washington, about § miles from the sight of the ‘84 North Americans.
The University of Washington Sailing Club, under the Chairmanship of
Dan Callahan, served as race committee and did a super job for us. Eric
Lindahl and Father Lightning, John DeBenedetti, duked it out with Eric
winning his second districts in five years.

Every once in a while somebody gets psyched up enough to drive 2,500
miles from the northwest to attend the North Amerncans, This vear John
DeBenedetti made the tnp to Tawas and Bruce Deite remains cternally
gratelul to John for bringing back his new boat. Mow all Bruce has to do is
rig it. Some of the rest of us may make the North Americans next year-
.we've now had enough time to recover from hosting the "84 North
Americans,

The district lost a good fnend this past summer. Paul Anderson was
killed in a tragic biking accident, Paul bought his first boat in 1976. The
follawing winter, while everyone else was relaxing and getting rusty, Paul
was either oul sailing his Lightning or at the library devouring every word
written about sailboats and sailboat racing. He did well his first season and
cime back the next two years to win the Portland Fleet Championship both
times. People will remember Paul for his sailing ability, but they will
remember him even more for his spirit and love of life. He had a profound
effect on all who knew him, We will miss him

“The Dunk” is coming on strong.. Rumor has it that he (Ken Dunkel-
bergl might have won the circuit trophy this year. We'll find out next
February for sure. He definitely won a tough light air regatta on English
Bay in Vancouver. Canada, and almost won the Seattle Fleet
Championship.

A relatively new sailor from Portland, Jerry Newberger, gave people a
scare af the Seattle Circuit Regatta last October with a couple of good races.
I1 gets tougher and tougher every vear, but its maore fum than ever..
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1986
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT
CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE
» -
April 26-27 Augusta Lightning Invitational
Augusta Sailing Club, Augusts. GA
May 10-11 Western Carclina Salling Club Open
Lake Hartwell, Anderson, SC
May 31-June 1 Lake Murray Lightning Invitational
Lake Murray Salling Club, Columbia, 5C
June 14-15 High Rock Lightning Invitational
High Rock Yacht Club, Lexingtan, NC
JUNE 27-28 5.E. DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP

Beaufort ¥acht & Sailing Club
Beaulor, 8C
Augus! 23-24 SAYRA Champlonship Regaiis
Charleston Yacht Club, Charleston, SC

Seplember 6-T Waccamaw Lightning Invilational
Waccamaw Sailing Club
Lake Waccamaw, NC

September 20-21 Lightnings and Y-Flyers af Lake Murray
Columbia Sailing Club. Columbia, SC

OCTOBER 4-5 Atlanta Cup Regalla and

DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING
Lake Lanier Sailing Club, Atianta, GA

These regaltas are scored lor the S E District Season Series
See District Newsletter tor dates of additional Lightning regaltas.
Visitors from ather districts are welcome!
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SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT

[Mstnet Commuodore
District Secretary
[¥strict Measurer
District Champion
Dnstrict Runner-Lp
Seaszon Champion
Season Runner-Up

il Samuelson
.............. Rick Ferguson
. Paul Rodesiler
Lenny Krawcheck
Bob Harkrider
Bob Harkrider
Hill Sloger
Fleets: Savannah (1271 Clark Hill (257 Lake Lanier {345); Catawha

{3655 Lake Hartwell (391}, Triad (415); Greater Charleston (429); Palmetto
(4400, Waccamaw (4631 Wake (481)

We sail a series af nine reguttas which make up the Season Champion-
ship, some of which are Lightning-only invitationals, and some of which are
multi-class regattas, Attendance at all regattas was up this year over last
year, and the level of competition has increased as well. We have seen some
new boats, new sails, and new trailers in the district this year, which also
ponits to increased activity and interest; all good omens for the future! All
you old Southeastern District sailors with boats in mothballs, get “em out
and come racing — you'll be pleasantly surprised.

Our district sent Lenny Krawcheck, Bob Harkrider, and Arthur Levin to
the North Americans; Lenny represented us well in the blue fleet, and Bob
and Arthur carried the flag in the President’s Cup. You can expect to see
mare of these guys and other Southeastern District sailors in the hig
regattas.

Seven skippers yualified for the Season Championship by sailing in at
Jeast § of the 9 scored regattas; they were (in order of season standing): Bob
Harkrider, Bill Sloger, Rick Ferguson, Arthur Levin and Hendrix
TenEvek, Gil Samuelson, Clay Rumble, and Bob Shingler. We will race at
the same locations next year for the [986 Season Championship (sce
schedule elsewhere in the vearbook), and there will be other regattas with
Lightning flects throughout the district, so there is a regatta within driving
distrance virtually every weekend of the season, Watch the district newslet-
ter for dates of other events.

The Southeastern District Championship was held al Augusta Suiling
Club this year with 15 boats competing, and ASC™s hospitality and beauti-
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ful club site more than made up for the uncooperative weaiher (run, no
wind, snd major shifts when there was wind), Lenny Krawcheck prevailed,
followed by Bob Harkrider, Rick Ferguson, Arthur Levin (ina boat hastly
borrowed alter his was destroyed by fire on the way to the Districts), and
Bill Sloger (who 1ook a big loss in & late race mujor wind shift)

We were all saddened by the loss of Paul Rodesiler this vear after o long
iliness. Paul made many significant contributions to Lightningsailing in the
southeast and was always a gentleman on and ofl the water, he will be
missed

We're all delighted 10 have Lenny Krawcheck actively campaigning s
Lightning again with his new boat; now if we could just get this guy from
Orangeburg, SC (imitials Tom Waters) going again

Check the schedule and mark your calendar right now snd watch

Flayhes and the Spinnaker Sheet for other events, See y'all at Savannah,
OK?

Sourheastern Disieicr P985 Seavorn Champuaonship gualifiees. From row
fleft ro right): Rick Ferguson, Arthur Levin, Bob Harkrider fveason
clamp), Bifl Sloger, back row: Hendeie TenEvek, Clay Rumble, Gil
Sarreielion, Bob Shingler

SWISS DISTRICT

Insirict Commaodore
Dhstrict Vice-Commodore
District Secretary
[Mstrict Measurcrs
ustrict Champion
District Runner-lip |

o durg Weilenman
. Cnlbert Despland
Paul Grmur
Lrs Wyler, Qscar Weber
——— Lirs Wyler
Hanspeter Schmd
Fleats: |ac de Neuchatel (169). Zurichsee (219), Sempachersee (2500,
Gireifenses {309), Murtensee (358)

What we had hoped Tor an the end of last vear did not matenialize in 1 985:
participation was still at o meager 8 bogt gverage. But nevertheless. Four
Swiss boats went down to Marsala for the year end and found 1ough
conditions with hot competitors and a wild sea. Yet, the combined efforts of
the Swiss naval forces were good enough to beat the Sicilans and win the
overall first. Schmid, Wyler, Hofer did it

Little wind was the main feature of the season. Both spring reganas at
Sempach and Hallwil as well as our Distrocts at Muorten suffered from it
Wler, Stauffer, Gasser won them with Perret, Bossart, Hausammann
secnmd

Except for the wind which continued weak the Europeans at Grandson
were o superb event, perfectly organized by Gilbert Despland’s Cercle de la
Voile de Grandson. Both, the races and the social gatherings lived up 1o the
expectations of the crews from Greece, lly, Finliind and Switzerland
After six races our Swiss teams Luthy, Taschler, Sonderegeer and Wyler,
Stauffer, Gasser were Tirst and third with the Ttalian crew Galetti second

The Alpine Lakes of Upper [taly are getting more and more popular with
Swiss Lightning sailors, so popular that the Swiss outnumber the [taliens in
their own district, Brengone on Lake Garda and Gravedona on Lake Como
again proved that spiling can be great fun with good wind. Lirs Wyler and
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fis crew were the winners of these two regatias

The year fimished with the traditional heavy-air, ice-cold Fondue-
Regatta on Lake Neuchatel which is famous for the biting “Breese™ 51 this
time of the year, Claud Lambelet with his Cercle de ln Voile de Neuchatel
was our host for the delicious fond we that warmed up the chilled sailors. Urs
Wyler won again demonstrating his supremacy i heavy conditions. The
following district meeting conlirmed the officers of the class and fixed the
regatia calendar for 1986, We expressed the same hope as last vear More
wind and more boats would greatly increase the fun

Lighinings aailing in Switzeriand

TEXAS DISTRICT

lohn B, Waskom, 111
e Svivan Newman
Rick Tears
il Mercier

Fleets: [allas Connthinn (355 Rush Creek Yacht Club (435)

District Commuodore ... ..
Dhstrict Measurer

District Champion .,
District Runner-Lip

In order 1o assure the unaffiliated Lightning owners and other hoat
owners that we had not contacted recently 1hat they were still members ol
the Fraternity our notice of the District Championship race dites wiis sent
out in the form of a newsletter

To encouragement payment of dues as well as help the Fund, we had the
following announcement in our newslette

“The Tesas Dastrict has made a donation to the |LCA Fand and has 10

radfle tickets for Lightnimg # 14000 in the name of the Texas Dustrice, 1
the District wins the drawing lor | ightning & 14000, o drawing will be
conducted to determine the ILCA member from the Texas District who
will receive Lightning & 4004

This is one more good reason Lo jon [LCA

Our [nstrict races were held June 15-16, As reported in September
Fleafees, the wind began 1o die an the [6th and we had 1o settle for four
ruces, Fortunately there were no bies and the results were Rick Tears lirst
amd Gl Mercier second, Fleet 438 i pleased 1o bave Gl with his ex perience
in other hoats. as an active Neet member. He is going to keep all of the
previous winners on their ties, Vern Goldberg did his usunl excellent job ns
Race Chairman and we promise to eventually pay him for those early
g donuts .

Warren Lewis won the Hernando DeSota Regatta near Memphis, with
Ex-President George Hatfield third. This was billed in the Flavhes as a
Tennessee Texas shootout

T'he Holiday in Dixee Regana inShreveport is also a must for our sailors
We had several boats go over, But no one seems (o remember how we made
out, Must have been guite o party

In October we had seven hoats in the State Fair Regatta at White Rock
Lake in Dallas with John Waskom IV the winner and Ignatius Lirhanek
second. lpnatius s new 1o Fleet 35 and the Lightrong and is learning too fast
for comfor

Final preparations are being imade lor the annual Thanksgiving “Turkey
Day™ Hegattn ot Rush Creek Yacht Club, November 29230, Invitations
have already been manled

The “Bad News™ is that during the vear both Paul Emens and Steve
Thomas of Fleet 435 moved 1o Houstan, We have been warking on a fleet
down there for over a vear so the "Good News™ s that this may help us to
finally get a Neet liunched in Houston

We are still very positive about the Lightning i the Texas Distrier
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