WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

THE WIND

It seems that in most major regattas the winds that are
anticipated fail to materialize. This vear's Lightning Class
World Championship, hosted by Little Egg Harbor Yacht
Club on Barnegat Bay, was no exception, as the typical [5to
25 knot sea brecze took a short sabbatical. This follows true
to form, since Jast vears Atlantic Coast Championship at
Little Egg, which we attended in anticipation of the Worlds,
had little wind for two days,

THE FIELD

I'he competition for this event was impressive, headed by
defending World Champion and past North American
Champion Jay Lutz, and including present North Amcr:iuun
Champion Mark Bryant, past World and North American
Champions Mario Buckup and Tom Allen, and perennial
contenders Matt Fisher and Jim Crane. In addition to these
and many other Lightning sailors were J/24 North
American Champion Ken Read and other one design sailors
who have recently been at the top of the class.

THE TEAM

Our team included, of course, the skipper and two very
putstanding crew, Karen Neri and Betsy Gelenitis-Alison,
Karen is a very experienced and hard working crew who had
been practicing with us weekends and evenings for several
months, while Betsy is three time Rolex Yachtswoman of
Year and the World Woman Keelboat Champion,
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As skipper, my job description includes starting the boat
with free air and steering around the course as fast as
possible. But that's where my responsibility ends, The crew,
Karen and Betsy, do everything else.
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THE RACING

The winds for the Worlds were difficult, usually very
unstable westerlies making the legs of the course quite
shifty and very unpredictable. The regatta changed leaders
with almost every race. Staying nearest the top were
Brazilian Mario Buckup, an Olympic sailor and past World
Champion of the Lightning Class, and ourselves,

Going into the last race Mario was first by 4 points over
our team with Ken Read two points back, and defending
Champion Jay Lutz just one point in back of him. All of us
had a real chance to win, which made the last race of the
series very, very exciting.

LAST RACE — THE CHAMPIONSHIP

Finally the southerly that the Little Egg Harbor is famous
for came in at full 15 knot force, conditions where we knew
we were fast. We felt that to win the Championship we had
to have a little faster start than Mario.

Based on the point spread of the first three boats, our wish
list was to have relative positions with us first, Ken second
and Mario third a quarter of the way up the beat. This
positioning would encourage Ken to keep Mario back,
therefore widening our point spread over him and perhaps
allowing us enough points to win the event,

After two general recalls we had a fair start. The best
starters this time were Tom Allen, Matt Fisher and Jim
Dressel, all near the left end of the line, Looking at the
regatta contenders, Ken Read was first with our team just
behind and Jay Lutz next. Mario had a poor start, As the leg
continued Ken tried to keep us under cover to maintain the
two points he needed to beat us, while Mario was well back,

About three quarters of the way up the weather leg our
team moved ahead of Ken into approximately third or
fourth place. At the weather mark Matt Fisher rounded first
with Jim Dressel second. Larry MacDonald, on starboard
tack. approached the mark in third place with us in the same
position on port tack. It became evident we could not cross
Larry and we had to jibe around, losing several boats to
round eighth. Jay was ninth, Mario was fifteenth and Ken
Read was about twentieth (we found later that he suffered a
collision before the start that put a hole in the bow of his
boat and continually filled his bow tank with water).

At this point, in order for us to win we could finish no
worse than fifth and put four points between us and Mario,
or finish first with three points between us and Mario. In
effect, winning would give us a bonus point, a point that we
wren't about to lose. As Betsy and Karen would say, we
*went to work™, looking at nothing but winning the race.

With Karen hiking hard and Betsy trimming the chute in
the building southwester our hoat gained distance on the
leaders but could not pass. However, by the time we reached
the leeward mark Mario's position had improved to twelfth,
four points behind us and clearly winning the regatia,
Starting the second weather leg, Matt Fisher was first witha
comfortable lead over Larry MacDonald, Tom Allen,
Manuel Gonzalez and Jim Dressel. At the second weather
mark Matt Fisher continued to lead with Tom Allen second,
Stu Nickerson third, Manuel Gonzalez fourth and our team
climbing to fifth,



On the dead downwind leg we passed two boats to round
third behind Matt Fisher and Tom Allen. Mecanwhile,
Mario Buckup moved to approximately tenth place. At this
point we were winning the regatta but the very clever
Buckup had one last weather leg where he was very capable
of picking up several boats. As the leg progressed Mario
overtook two or three boats to move into a position o win
the event. However, with outstanding physical strength and
endurance Karen and Betsy kept our boat flat during 25
knot puffs and Betsy called shifts perfectly to take us from
third to first place, winning by a very comfortable margin.
As we crossed the finish line Mario was still passing boats
but Karen and Betsy had put us into the regatta lead to stay,

The Little Egg Harbor Yacht Club must be commended
for the outstanding performance of their regatta committee
and race work, especially in the difficult wind conditions of
the first race,
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NICKELS BOAT WORKS

LIGHTNINGS
ARE HELPING MORE
SAILORS SAIL FAST

WORLDS

NORTH AMERICANS
PRESIDENTS’ CUP
GOVERNORS’ CUP

Can we help vou sail fast?
Order vour Nickels Boat Works

PERFORMER

for the
Spring of ‘86
call Dave or George at

NICKELS
&~

BOAT WORKS, INC.

6455 LAHRING RD. — HOLLY, MI 48442
313-634-4019







Shore Sails announces. . . .
World Beating Lightning Sails

Shore’s New All Purpose Main

The first new main made its debut in the World's this past
summer. Result — 1st! The next three which were put into
production went to the NA's. Results — 1, 2, 5! Now the added
durability of radial corners makes this main unbeatable.

Shore’s New AP Jib

The new jib shape is made to perfect

compatability with our new main. Added shape

in the upper third plus a radial clew for more
durability, equals speed! —

Shore's AP Spinnakers
Still unbeatable in all conditions. Upgraded tear strength and
corner construction for more speed in 1986.

Brief Overview of 1985 Shore Sails Results
1st — World's « 1st - NA's « 1st — Europeans’ s 1st — South Americans' « 1st — East Coast’s
Plus more regatta wins than all other sailmakers combined.
Contact Ken Read or Bill Shore in Newport.

L
) SHORE SAILS

SHORE SAILS R.I. 7 Merton Rd. Newport, R.I. 02840 (401) 849-7997

Other lofts in Portland, ME: Huntington, NY; Columbus OH; St. Thomas, USVL: Burlington, VT; Point Fleasant Beach, NJ;
Cleveland, OH; Auburn, WA: Beverly, MA; Aichigun, Aichi, Japan; Beverly MA; Annapolis, MD: Traverse City, MI; Kemah, TX
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