FAMILIES NOT ONLY SAIL, BUT RACE, AND COMPETE
IN CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTAS IN LIGHTINGS

By: Caroline Hoedemaker
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF FAMILY:
A JUNIOR PROGRAM’S MENTOR: JIM CARSON
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THE “HUNTSMANS"” SWEEP
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICTS!

e

MY was her

Thee highlight of Mary Hunlsman's year in

family’s sailiog in the Metropolitan District Begatta (Mets
Her son was Tirst: lack Hluntsnun

Her hushand second: Sandy Huntsman

Her grandson third: Bob Buffus

The Huntsmans are fruly an example of a sailling famly
Sanddy and Mary started sailing Lightnings together in 19549 first
with Reed Dickison, and then Mary urged  them 1o panchase
thasir first besat in 1961, Both of thaeir children, Jack and Karen,
raced Lightnings as they grow up Karen chose (o oo 1o th
maost part, salling with Bob Seidelman consistently andl Jack
wias e of the lucky ones and got a lighming at 14, Jack and
Karen are both still very involved: Jack con be seen out on the
racing circuit and Karen still sails intermittently, and bath Jack

and Karen's childeen are very active at the home club

Thie Mavasink Rivier

Anv body of water can be

This brings us back o the event at hanel
was the sife of the Mets in 20011
tricky
weekend conditions were 6-14 variable wind gives and take a

bt rivers aned this omne in particular ane tricky, The

bt of current), and from ||.|I-I sailing ENPETIENCE | can vouch tha
sometimes it's from the bridee, sometimes the hospital fowers
and sometimes, whio knows

fack sailed like the master he can be, Sweeping the whole
reitta, amd .|||'|..r|'||l:'. clearly out ahead v most of the races

Hes must krosy semething absout that oiver, o has paid his due to

thie river
Dad pave the perception of being the perect dad and ot
pushing his son percdically (two 2s), but never beating him

and letting other boats i there o make the game mone

irteressting, but still ended up on top, number 2 with 19 points

Bt Kob was the real challenger in the regatta, He staned out
swith bis two worst races (7, 90 and continued to improve as thi
weekend continued and ended up with a 3 in the Bast race. Hi
started] out the second day tied e 7th out of 16 boats (very mc
perdormance, but closer o the middle than the top), 5o at thiz
enid of the day, adding up the scores prewidied o great SUUpHiSe Ty
find he had a score of 31 points, just beating out 3 other boals

and in 3red place just behind granddad

There were many that took credit for his greal regatta
awas it Bill Clausen's bormowed boal and racing Lightnings that
SLITIFT I,
was it his mom’s satling with him earlier in the summers ("wos-
shes can sal”
-was it his being a sailing instructor that summees
died el pay exira homage to the powers of the Navasink river?
i wWals 11 jusl :,_'|H'.|I L::*I'u".!'

I"m sure Mary credited his own skills o his success, just as she
abways encourapes individuals everywhere



SAILING WITH WAGNER....

3y: his dad (Torsten Bohlesen)

Competitive sailing has always been strong in our
family. It was my lather's spord and hobly when he
was a student in Copenhagen, Denmark. He then
brought this to Brazil where he, my Mom and my two
elder brothers settled as immigrants after WW2

All four brothers (two above, mysell, and another
younger brother) all sailed as children. Our first boat
was an old Penguin (3868 with cotton sail). They did
not have Optimists in 1959, The Penguin experience
was very important for us. It introduced us to regattas
and taught us the very important aspect of racing:
“vou just can't win them alll” We would have even
just likeel it better if we had placed other than last that
first year.  We learned the basics of sailing, and the
strategies of racing rules attempting to finish a series
other than last.

Atter the Penguin, we moved on o other classes like
Finns, Snipes, Lasers, and Lightmings.  Our first
lightning, 8570 was a woody in which we twice
became the Sao Paulo state champions (in 65 and
b6). Currently we sail in our, much improved,
beloved Lightning 14845

It is always a pleasure 10 sail with a knowledgeable
crew member, who can tell you where the wind is
coming from, but for me it is most enjovahle when
that member is my son Wagner (28), We enjoy
sailing anytime, but at time she forgets § very simple
sailing principles:

1. The skipper is always right;

2. Skipper might, in rare occasions be confused due
o misleading information fraom the crew:;

1M (2) shows to be true, then provision (11 will

immediately apply

When we do have different opinions, we don’t let
them continue on land. It is important that whatever
happens in the boat, it is forgotten as we later on talk
about the race in the bar, lying.... like everyone else.
All hard feelings are left on the water, not taken
home, and next day we're ready to get back on the
race course.

This friendshipfteam building was not automatic,
and was carefully constructed over the years. The
single most important factor for us was being together
sharing the joy of doing something we both loved,
without the barrier of the father/son relationship.
Even when I'm driving the boat, | ask him to help me
with trimming the mainsail, the tactics and his
apinion on how to improve the boat speed, etc.

There is of course that one unanswered question
which is alwavs in the air; who of us is the betier
skipper. | persanally think this is ridiculous to argue
about... because everybody knows that | can beat
him 9 out of 10! After all | taught him, for heavens
sake!! | am sure that there a lot of dads around the
world that would agree with me an that,

Building such a relationship is aboul respect for
each others ideas and opinions and most of all
understanding that these are very special moments in
our lives. The time we spend doing our sport is a very
small percentage of the time we live, so if we cannot
have the guantity of hours, then we must do our best
to preserve the quality, It is interesting to realize that
the pood days, the friends we made, the parties are
things we remember much more frequently than the
bad days (were there really any?), the storms, the
broken masts. ..

I have always told my friends that sailing is more
than a sport; 1t is a simulation of the difficul
situations we face in our real lives but in a controlled
environment, All the elements are there: competition,
respect for others, respect for safety and the need for
dedication, concentration, and compliance  with
standards and rules

As we prefjpare ourselves for our t'umru‘-r | am sure
that Wagner, just as much as myself, will benefit from
the wonderful magic moments we spent sailing
topethier

|G FAMILIES




Dad, mv brothesr Ricardo and |
(A lon

Firrie i)

I don' really know how the Lightning was introduced to my
B513, the
“Farouk”, It belonged 1w the first Paco, my granddad, and it was

family, bt the first Gne in ours was a woody

mostly satled in the Guayas River, on Guavanuil's riverfront. If
was wel| kq'p‘. by a loving owner and even '.|1|i'l||.;|1 | NevEsr sdw
him actually sail i1 he used 10 tell me stories ol many races
Aftor e passed away it was given o a good friend who restored

it andl even let me sail i a few Timies

| knew guite a few hoats craned By the seconel Paco, my dad
The Samuel, an Allen series 113565 that still sails in Salinas, is
one of thes fastest he says biv's ever had, Mom says he wanted 1o
name me Samuel and she wouldn’t ler him, so he named the
boat Samuel, 1 also remember well 12703, the one he bought
night beiore the 1975 Worlds, It was also named Samuel, He
saalel it 1977 in Chile after a short but successiul career. Then
came 12693, a sister boat 1o Samoel, but in red, This is the first
biat | remember having salled with dad, He keeps saying that it

was a slow boat, but it was the first Lightning | iell in love with,
| put s many blocks, line, cleats and whaoles in it that | wonder
if that wasn't the reason why it was so slow! | remember fondly
how my brother Ricarda and 1 ook turs at creswing for him, We
did the deck, but actually it was Johnny Meira who did most ol
the work: wie could barely hoist the spinmaker. Later on, the
three of us started <ailing together, We did well in light air
always my dad’s specialty fon, as he loved the conditions and
he was both patient and fast. Bot the one regatta fised inomy
head from that period was when we won the District
Championships in maybe 1983, in what | remember as a very
windy last race, in which we stood linfle chance except because

all those whio wiere ahead of us over stoodd the finish line by a

mmiler!

Forra Loco” <Crazy Fox was the first boat | gl Dad

pave 1 1o mie after we sailed a very poor senes i the "luegos

R

Balivarianos”™ i 1985, And thar was really the $tar of oy lowvi
affair with the Lightring Class. | started skippering in it, with the
hi of lohnoy Meira, He sailed with me for a few vears and he

v lad had Iwn

taught me all the basics and some tricks to
then fixed another boat that was kind of heavy but still he
managed to win many races, especially in light winds, He ks
tedling me that | get too dhistracted while stevring arved mavhbe that
is b ause when | started '\..li|||1:.l_! Always L.!'[I! watching him sail

n admiration

Now that | have kids | understand that it is not that easy 1o
teach them, and that emotions always get in the way, especially
whien vou die for them o learm and love your sport. Mavbe dad
made a wise call after all stepping off the boat and letting me
stowr and learn on my own, while enjoying wal hing me sai
from a safe distance. Knowing our characters, that decision
might very well be the reason why | ended up loving the spot
sov much, something | will thank him forever.

My four years in college kept me pretty much out of touch
with the class, even though Cazenovia flest was 30 minutes
awaty from the Syracuse University campus. But really, | wasn't
in the mood for sailing, | did sail some in 420s, and that was
really fun, untll | capsized in the Hudson River in a 20-knot
breeze and they had 1o haul me out and melt me down in front
of a fireplace. That was the end of frosthiting for me,

During those years my dad and my brother kept sailing and
togethier with Johnmy Meira they won the 1987 South Americans
n Salinas in dad's brand new 14150, “Plastic Fantastic™. It was
one of the new Nickels boats that revolutionized the class, It
was dad’s second South American championship, the first being
in Peru in 1979, which bhe won in a chanered boat that had

soldered shrouds!
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LIGHTNING F

MY DAD’S FASTER THAN YOUR DAD

By: Geg Fisher

When my brother Matt was forced to pull outl of
the 2003 Lightning Worlds in Miami due to work
commitments, the final American spot went 1o my
76-yvear-old father George. I'd already planned on
sailing the regatta with my brother, so | had the
time and it was easy to convince my brother’s ace
foredeck crew, Rick Bernstein, 1o come along,

My dad, however, was another story. He wasn't
looking forward to another long drive from Ohio to
Florida—he'd already committed to the Lightning
Midwinters—and he had a busy schedule with his
law practice. The clincher came from his co-
workers, who said he wouldn't be allowed into the
office that week even if he didn't race.

My dad proved long ago he could put a boat
through the water with the best, and a third at the
Midwinters confirmed he hadn't lost his touch. We
were confident in our heavy-air capabilities
hecause my dad’s in better shape that either Rick or
me,

After two days and three
top 10 finishes, we were
second and our confidence
was  growing. Everyone
struggled on Day 3 in fluky
conditions, and we were no
exception, finishing 18th in
the second of two races. 5o
we were surprised to find
ourselves at the top of the
standings. We knew our
lead wouldn’t hald when
the throwout came into
play, but it was quite a high
to he on lap.

A sea  breeze
predicted for Day 4, so we
thought the right would be
favored. In the first race,
after another fine start, we
quickly went right. | felt we
should risk one more step
out to the hard right, but
once we did, the breeze
went left 20 degrees. We
limped to a discouraging
I 7th and followed up with

Wils

an OCS. True to my dad’s
stvle, he never said a word
about my call to hit the
corner.

We finished fifth in the final
race and sixth  overall,
Normally we would've been
disappointed with our drap
in the standings, but it was
such a special regatta it was
hard to be too upset. During
the course of the event
peaple often noted how cool it was we were
racing, “since you never know how many more
regattas you'll be able sail together.” We just
nodded and smiled; we've already planned the
next one.

—Greg Fisher.




LA CLASE LIGHTNING,

By: Juan Santos Garc

Cuandi mie ||-|||||ll|- fquie escribiera un antfculoe sobe lo LS

en mi vida, me parecid algo
sl de hacer, pero una ved gue me sente frente a
computador en realidad no sabia por donde empiezar, por oo

la clase fightring torma pare de miovida desde hace mis de 30

Anos) en los que, como todo en la vida ba ido pasando por

dilerentes etapas, odas con un gran denominador coman, la

tamilia v los amipos

Pesde muy. chico, siempre mantove una muy  estrecha

relacion con i padre, a los dos nos gustaba hacer actvidades

juntos al aire Lt un buen dia me commeto gue babia
comprado un velero Sunfish de una importaciaon gue habia
hecho ol Salinas Yacht Club vy que fo acompafan para armarlo
yogue tratara e aprendes. M contemporidnes v bleen amigo
Arturo Hurralde (14 anos) me enseno las primeras lecciones, va
e habia aprendico seenide tnpulante de Lightnimg, selero gue
o i ||.||'-‘ [ .||||;|-||.|-. epocas, navegaban los prandes guris

el velersmo nacional

L 1] |r.|£|lt- alnue mo cilrla naAvELLEe SHETHARE esluvo MUy Cerca
dee mi v de L gran cantidad de nuevos amigos gue como yo, se
imciaron en el mundo de o vela compettiva, Adn no cumplia
I f

munddn de b vela v maoria e (i

I|\I'/.IIIII a hacer Nk en gl

ances v ni 2 anos de ha

inas e capitanear un Lightning

copvencl J papd de gque s compraba uno podriamos naveearn
3

juntos v vo e ensefaria seimanas ¥ vi lenia
Lightning; asi que, embamue a mi padre v a mi amigo de
fechorias por aquella época limmy Pagmino conocido ahaora en

NO pasanon

el mundo de fa vela como "Bl Abagaditg”

b Iy DS ial. 1l

Esta fues wna eta
hahia que superarse mucho, ya estabamos

grandes lgas aungue aun estabamos en los dltimos luganes, Por
la temacidad de mi padre v apovado con el entusiasmo de
Jimmy, nunca iltibamos a las repatas v hasta entremndbamios
solos, logrando en poco tempo ser uma tripulacion compatitivia
Lo interesanie de esta época es la relacion de “amigos™ gue
desarmllé con papsd; v no solo vo, sino ambién Jimmy v mis
demiis amipos rjLae lis aperdatyan “Don Logono™ o "Bl Decano

En  tanm solo un afo de haler navegado juntos v a solo tres
dessde las clases de Arurn, logramos clasificar como el tercer
harco que representarian al Ecuador en el Sudamericann
Mundial de Lightning que se realizd on Salinas el afo 1975; én

ese Sudamericano empatamos en el 510, lugar con Don Ralae
iballero v navegante, figura legendaria de |a
clase Lightning que tenia a su haber una travectoria llena de
friumios ¥ recono e ios

Obregan, gran

La magia del equipo no duro moecho empo, va gue con e
temperamento de un muchacho de 17 anos v habiendo
desarmllado una relacion de “amigos™ con mi guendo viejo, un
dia & decidio que va mi abuelita habia recibido demasiados
imsultos P Sus msignificantes ermores e mamobhm v s me

n ol una primiera elapa

desprmbarco, marcando

Luign del ano 75, lo mads importante era viajar a la aveniur

de navegar, acompatado de amigos, conociendo  lugares

nuevos,  amipos v amigas” puovas, sintidgndonos libres o

Ml COMPLEMENTO DE VIDA

ndependienties, duefos del  munds Fueron anos dorados
dende habia wuna cita itermacional anual por lo menos, dond
now encontrdbamos Ccon nuestros amigos, pan competic §
cormversar sobire las repatas v la vida, saboreando una cerveza o
nvocando a atguna musa divina

Desgraciadamente sobye esta Cpuoca ni se pucde escribir todo

II':-I |'!|,:r '14'}|I|_r Tl Ill,|hl||.|r|.ln.'| |'| dani l,||| YOS i |||I (8]

precisar anos ni pombres die mis tripulantes por fue pucede s

iy cornprometedon por fo gue, vos pasar che los 19 anos
fue 1enia en esa epoca a los 1h en que comence a navegar con

= Hijos

Actualmente tengo 4 hijos: Jean Ratael (210 es capitin de su
propac Lightning desde gue cumpli 15 anos, os ||._l‘|,|.g| 0 mas
femperamental que su padee (m bobo, le compré uno para
salvaguardar o honra de mi macne! v lo hace bastante bien
luan Andrés (160 o5 mi tripulante de proa con el U e
compitiendo  desde sus 17 afos en odos los  evenlos
Internacisnales v Nacionales a los gque he asistido en o

timas 5 afios .'\II.'I.|III.1I'II 1 v Leopardo 19 por ah

avisgan  Optimisi v osbe ano ESpEra  compelnr  en o un

campeortato con eflos como tripulantes, Ahora, para mi mio hay

FLSCOMTIPCNSE TIAYOr Ui & | wer navesgar a tados mis h||un. v dlarlos
la oportunidad que twve yvo de conocer lugares v gente
nereibile

En mi vida deportiva  gané en Lightning 3 Campeonatos
ias de
Camperonatos Mundiales v Norteameric anos, he tenido el Bonor
III" r|'[|'|--|,'|||.|| .II II ||,7|I'Il'ir R muchos I,lrl'llﬂ'[H'l,H;l'l'- |'|r||'|,'|||‘ﬂ
como Juegos Panamencanos,  Sudamericanos v Bolivarianos,
donde he podido ganar medallas, entregando una modesta
CUOL @ M pais con mis lpros 4’!|1'|-|:||'1|l;| T,

Sudamericanos, v algunos Vicecampeonatos, gandé ne

En resumen, la clase Lightning, me permitid mantener una
hermosa y estrecha relacion con mi padre en mi adolescencia,
intensas o inolvidables vivencias con mis amigos en mi
uveniud v madurez, las que afianzaron nuestra amistad a travis
elie los afos, v hoy una vida Hepa de satisfacciones al poder
hacer lo gue me gusta en compania de mi esposa, mis hijos y
mis amigos




THE LIGHTNING CLASS,
MY LIFE COMPLEMENT

By:

When they asked me oo wnte this aticle about what the

Lightning class has meant (o me in my lile it seemed as
somoething easy o do, but once | sat down in front of the screen
| dicn’t know where 1o start, because the Lighining has been
gart of my hie for more than 30 vears r|||||r'|:,'1 which, like
through different stapes, all

everything in life, | have gone

|'|.’|'.II':',‘_ one common denominator: famiby and friends

Since | was very voung | always beld a very tight "|-|.:'|-|I|=f'|-||
with my dad, Both of us enjoyved doing outdoors activities, Cre
day he wld me he had bough a Sunfish from one of the firg
imports that the Salinas Yacht Club did, He said to come 1o
help him g it and mavbe learn bow o ose i My good friend
Arturn Murralde (14 vears ald) taught me the il lessons, sinci

e haed tearned from crewing inoa Lightring, a sailboat that was

saibed by the geeat gurus of the sport an unl that time

My dad, even though he didn’t know how 1o sail, was always
very close to me and all my new fnends who, like me, werne
being started in the world of competitivie salling. 1 wasn’t e
16, | hadd barely twa vears in the spart and | was dving 1o <ail in

a Lightring, so | convinced dad to buy us one <o wie could sal

topether and | would weach him, Nal s weeks had gone by
and we weirre already the prowd osvners o o Lightning, <o we
starteed sadling with mvy dad and limmy Paemino, better known

noww in the sailimg world as the “Litle Lawyer®

This was a s wal e, full of enthusiasm and challenges, we

had to improvie a lot and we were already coxmipeling in the hig

Driven by my dad’s

leagues, but finishing in the last places
fenacity and limmys emthosiasm we would never miss a race
andd we'd even train by ourselves, making us a competitive crew
in shom time. Thee maost inferesting thing frome that period was
thie friendship that we developed with my dad, and &t wasn’t
only me, limmy and all our other dends were also very tight
with lim and oven called him different names, like "The Dean

After only one yvear of having sailed wogether and only three
since Arturo's first lessons, we managed to qualify in third for
15 in 14975

Rafael

nel in the

the South Amencans and YWaorlds 1o be held in Sali

in that South Americans we ted Tor Sthowith M

Olbregon, a gentleman and  sportsman and a |l

Lighining Class with a long resume of viclonies

The magic of the wam didnt last too long, Because of my

attitude of a | viear old and the '!I'."'I::-|I|F| that we hadl

velloped with my dad,  he decided thal my grandmather bad

aken enough insults already and stepped off the boat, marking

thar ened of that peeriod

Miter 1975 the most IpOITant for us wWas r-.m-'lm;; to the

silveniture o sallire miss placi=s ihwavs i the co THRAMY ol o

friends and girlfriends, feeling free. just as we owned the world

Those were polcden wears when there was at beast one

a each vear, when we'd find our friends, sail

riational reg
against them and share our expedences in salling and life

BTV IR i i olel beer and invok M SERTHE Sl Ime muse

Listasrtunately | canmed nal wrelte eservthing friom that ||.|-|:.|.-|_

cadse thesy would not publish the articlie, also s better

st ly
nal o e too e ise At elatiss dsr ruimes S0 g% il o _'.I-|_||
anvbody at rigk, So | am going 1o jumg from then, when | was

19, o when | was 36 when | started sailing with my kidds

g and

21} sails his own |

I o Bosur bovs: Juan Kalael

was 15, He has my amit

has been a skipper since b
mavhe worse than mine, and that is the reason | bought him his
own Lightning, so | would preserve my mother’s good name!
He's a tine sailor, Juan Andees (168 s my bowmian, | Bave sailod
with him since he was 11 in all national and intermational
events in the past 5 wvears., Alejandro (101 and Leonardo (99 are
starting to sall © "|l|||'|'||‘|-|‘- -|n|| | h“"ﬂ' ||\||| I Can sall a regalla wilh
them this vesar, For pow there is no better reward for me than o
s all my kids sail and o pive them the appartunity that | had

o rrrebing s rmarmy i s anel SR SO TNy [llq'" CS

| have waon three South Amesncan i |'-'l.‘111’|||!'|-u|'l s and | have a
e second places. | have won aces in Worlds and Narth
Amencan championships, | have had the honor of representing

Ecuador in many official games like the PanAms, South
Amieticans and Bolivananos where | have earned some medals

sharing some of my sailing accomplishments with my country

Summing up, the Lightning class has allowed me to have
wirry fipht and 'L'ill'l.i.II r1'|._|h|||'I~|'|-r| with mv dad In my teens
intense and unforgettable expeticnces with my friends oy
youth and adulthood, which made our friendships even
stronger, and now a lile full of satisfaction beng able w shane

the sport that | love with the ones that | lowe
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