FLEET 488, ROCKY MOUNTAIN
IN COLORADO AND NEBRASKA, DENVER,
COLORADO

5945 Dean Lousten

7311 Tom Plunkett

9808 John Sollenberger/Matt Osborn
10767 Kyle Jermyn

11138 Dave Spira

11305 Tim McKenzie
11444 Bill Sickles

11457 Mike Ratliff

12428 Beth & Brad Hamilton
12871 | Dandy Lion Tom McMish

13478 | Heron Fred Denny

13857 Marty Mulhern
14030 Jon & Steve Davis
14749 | Morth Star Bob Stoller

15004 | Aldonza Bill Cabrall

15103 Jan & Steve Davis
1570x Dove Spira

As you can see from our roster, we have become a mid-
sized fleet as lightning Fleets go. There are some 17
Lightning's in our greater sailing region — Colorado,
Mebroska, and Wyoming (this may be the largest local
region in the world), Of these, 9-10 berth at Cherry
Creek Lake and the others are scattered throughout the
intermountain west. On any given Thursday night, 4.7 of
these boats is on the starting line. Over half our fleet (Bill
Cabrall, Steve Davis, Marty Mulhern, Dave Spira, and
Bob Stoller] went “sutside” to venues as for away as the
Orange Bowl, California Circuit, North Americans, and

Bluenose this year.

In our local racing, Bill Cabrall won our Spring Series;
Steve Davis won our Summer Series and clinched our
Season Chompionship on the last evening of racing.
Steve also became the undisputed burger-flipping
champion of our club's Thursday night "buck-a-burger”

post race parties. It's worth mentioning that Jan Davis
did such an amazing job organizing social events that
we have hod to elect o 3 person committee this year in

order to the momentum going.

Beth & Brad Homilton joined the fleet this year with
12428, Nancy Mowak sold her boaot to @ man in
Arizona. Dave Spira and Steve Dovis are both running
2 boat campaigns, with one boat sailed locally and the
other campaigned “outside”. This can be o mixed
blessing, os Steve & Jan Davis spent Christmas Day
locating the boats in Nashville and heading South fo the
Crange Bowl, Earl Harris sold #584 back East this fall,
after keeping it inside for over 40 years. We hated to
see this boat go, but love the idea of having it sail

again

Increasing the number of boats on the starfing line is our
biggest challenge. We're working on it, with techniques
typically western. While shopping today, for example, |
noticed the car in front of me had a Michigan license
plate and an “I'd rather be sailing” frame. | pulled into
a parking lot behind him, got out, infroduced myself,
and gave him my phone number and the fleet sailing
schedule. He claimed 1o be o big boot guy, but we'll fix

that. First you rope’m, then you haul'em in!

We are very proud of cur participation in the
organizations that moke sailing possible both locally
and nationally. At this wrifing Marty Mulhern is the vice-
commodore of S.ALL, the regional US Sailing body.
Four of our members are officers of the Denver Sailing
Association [DSA), and we've had a lighting Fleet
member as Commodere of DSA for the last 4 years. This
year Steve Davis became the Treasurer of the ILCA, ond
next year Bill Cabrall may end up as o measurer or

member of the technical committea.
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FLEET 491, LAKE NOCKAMIXON
LAKE NOCKAMIXON, QUAKERTOWN,

PENNSYLVANIA

I's 1L | 3 4378 The Bolt James Perkins
ir [ 13211 S50 What
----- [O318 |will join the ILCA nest vear) | Red "E” or Mot | Kan Urbanski
B m 11444 Brent Benson
he i | at 13720 Gary Bonner
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Mext year we intend to increase our numoears on the leukemia I
water locally, our presence ol national events. and siart

to build a |unior saili 19

incther Lightning Lab

young people

great year
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trodition. We hope 1old We expect the | Cop-itOHF regatta to return ir
and we'll have some of our Octobar 2003 fer mis g fhe past couple of vears

because of various personal commitments of our

Hee! membership
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FLEET 493, BOW LAKE
BOW LAKE, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Floet Champion. ... revisseesnineBob Shapiro

Mast Trouble Finding Crew................o.cowrvremssseense-Mike Aversa

Most Trouble Keeping the Boat Floafing.........Tie = Boynions and |
Murphy,/Church/Sandmann

B301 Jessie 5 Linda Karpeichic

P84l Holy Boat Biob Murphy, Neeb Church, Dove Sandmann

Unknawn | = Bok Murpiy, Mert Church, Dove Sandsnann

11579 Old Paint Mike Aversa

13554 Wtur Log Bob and Jamia Beynion

13888 Whal Mow? flob and Jomie Boynion

14111 Hours Too Bob Shapiro

14296 et Mad Hinds

- - Edward Hinds

The season storted with Bob Shopiro heading dewn fo the
Southern Cireuit with Marge Krukenis and Brad Winslow,

Southern Circuit Highlights: Eating ice cream on the sidewalk in
51, Pete, "crective” word gomes in the car driving between
regatios, finishing 25th out of 71 in a race ot 5t. Pete, dinner af
Brad's porents in Semincle, no copsizes, lunch with Bob's Mom
in Marykand on the way down, lots af sun ond fun and laughter
and camaraderie and good feod ond great sailing.

Southern Circuit Lowlights: Snowstorm in Mossachusetts the day
before we left, Margo [first time racing) asking “Why are all the
other boats in front of us2” boat leaking like a sieve - an inch
of water in the “air” tank during each windwaord leg, snowstorm
in Connecticut an fhe way home

Southern Circuit Summary: 3600 miles of driving and B0 miles
of sailing — the most fun you con have and still be Gated
[except for those word games....|.

Flest 493 races on Bow Loke in Strafford, MH. On Gelden
Pond may hove been filmed on Squam Lake, but the sounds of
the loons for the movie were recorded of Bow Loke. Our
summer series, the Bob Evans regatto, is nomed after Chief Bob
Evans who far many years organized and ran the roces on Bow
Loke. This summer we raced 14 races. When it was all aver,
Bob Shapire came oul on top, thanks 1o great crew work, lofs of
luck and a boat that ne lenger leaked. Margo ond Brod both
sailed lats of roces with Bob. Alse erewing were Greg Shapiro,
Mare Couch |who wos plucked out o{gu doysailor on the
starting line 1o round out the crew), David deSwaan Aarons (no
chance that is spelled correctly!], and Narbert Church.

Ned Hinds finished in second place, using an almest all family
crew of wife Karen and son Derrick. Med did use a neighbor
as crew for o couple of roces. Med has won the Bob Evans

Regotta 22 of the 26 years il has been held!

Mike Aversa in third ploce wos tough as alwoys, but hod
problems finding crew and couldn’t make all the roces.  Seems
as though oulfitling nuclear subs comes oheod of sailing
somelimes — what a crazy world we live inl Daughter Jillian
soiled ol the races with Mike, and Peggy Martheze also sailed
one day.  Alter that day, Mike remarked that Peggy [never
having sailed before] did “a great job of staying out of the
wayl”

In January 2002 the Boynton bunch declared the end of an
clmost 3 yeor project to resore the fumﬁrs Lightning. The
project started with the boat's foam core filled with water af o
weight of almost 1400 pounds. Two summers were spent
digging out the foom and refiting. Alas in November 2001 of
on estimated 1000 pounds, the crew declared mutiny and
made a surprise 2001 Christmas purchase of Pat Zachary's
13888, In eorly June 2002 the 13888 made o new home on
Bow loke. Afer three months of sailing in the Bow Loke
Summer Series the Boynion's were back to frue racing form, In
2002 the 13888 came away with wins in both the endurance
category |enly boat to sail in every race all summer long] and
mast crew [af least one different crewmember soch waﬁand].
They were also first 1o the windward mark in one rocel The
crow of the 13888 What Mow? is locking forwerd to 2003 as
the year when they master that thing wropped around the front
sioy — AKA the Spinnaker. Watch outl

Son Jamie Boynton made every race, Papa Bob made oll but
two |Greg Shopiro guestskippered those two races ond beat
his old man to the windward mark in one of theml), Uncle
Steve, Mom Sandy, Daughter Laura, Son John and Roommate
Jocques rounded out the Boynton's crew.

9662 was looking great the first couple of weeks of the season,
but then disaster struck. It wos deswoyed — cops = not
destroyed, merely broke off its mooring, wound up on the recks
and has numerous huge holes in it.  Bob Murphy reporfs:
"Don't refer to it in the pasttense just yet. That boat has more
lives [or at least as many lives) as WalMart has fiberglass kits.”
Rumar hos it that the Bob Murphy/Morbert Church/Dave
Sandmann fric of sailors has acquired o newer boat, and that
they'll be out for bear on the racecourse next year. But first,
they'll have to mave the gimbaled beer holders from their old
boat to their new boat|

in the middle of the summer, Bab Shapira got an email from Joe
Ray of the Massobesic Fleet. Could Bob and his son Greg
possibly resist this offer®

Bob, Was very much looking to do the NA's but nobody ot
Massabesic is interested.

I'll bribe- flight eut, expenses paid, Cubs game, etc. You and
yours interested? Joe

MNA's Lowlights: Practiced gybe sefs 427 times and still screwed
up every one we fried in the roces, drove home 13 hours
avernight and then went fo work, tought Joe how to copsize in
the qualifiers, wish the boat was 2 feet shorter [see highlights).

MA's Highlights: Tiger's game, oysters in Detrait, fried turlle and
witle soup, hanging out with friends from MNew England, Go
Karts, greal racingl Our results in the Yellow Fleet got better
overy t?uy. Alter opening with an 18th and o 23rd, we gof a
dth and a 2nd, and then on the last day, got @ 2nd and a 1t
Alas, the first 2nd was actually an OCS [now you know why
we with the boat were 2 feet shorterl),

Rob Shapiro traveled off the loke to four regattas during the
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summer, True to form he copsized of two of them.  Please not
that for Bob's last 4 copsizes (including 2 in Lake Champlain in
the middle of October) - Jim lerner haos been on board. s
there o patiern here?

The Spolford Regatia was renamed the Dove Fich Memoriol
Regatta in honor of Dave Fich, Bob ond Greg were proud 1o
have Daottie Fileh on board 14111 for the regatio.  Daottie
hopped around the boat like a 25yecrald - not like the 39
yeorold that she reclly sl [Winkl Winkl] DoMe read o
wondertul poem about Dave of the owards ceremony — leaving
nobody with a dry eye. In the 37 {is that o typof) years | hove
been sailing Lightning’s, Dave and Dottie are two of the nices!
people | have mat

At the Squam lake Regatia, Bob Shapiro, Greg Shapire and
Jim lerner coskippered. |Bob wos at the halm ?nr the capsize
on the way out to the roce coursal] This is ane of the prefiest
ploces in the world to sail - and sometimes the wind shifts no
mare thon 83 degrees during o race! At the end of the regaia,
Bob's team wos in 7th place, and Mike Aversa with doughter
lillian, and Jamie Boynton, was in Bth

Al the Massobesic Regata, Med Hinds joined Bob and Greg
on the boat, The team got steadily better, with finishes of 4, 3
2 and 1 - good for 2nd place overall. If Massabesic agrees fo
start providing crew trophies, we'll be back again next yecr

Bob's last capsize of the year was in Burlington, VT with Jim
Lerner [sound tomiliar] and Adam on board. Nobady seems o
know Adam’s last name, bul he works at the TV station with
Kika and did o great job crewing

The Bow Lake One Day Lightning Flosh Regatta was held on
September 14, In addition to being an open regatta, it also
included the Mew England District Master’s, Women's and
lunior's Championships.  The apen regatte was close o the
ond. Alter 5 roces Ned and Bob were tied for first but a strang
finish in the last two races by Bob (with Greg and Marge on
board| gave him the title far the second year in o row. Med
Hinds, with Karen Hinds ond Ken Deyet, was runner up. Oul
of the silver ware Mike Aversa, with Jillian Averse and Bruce
Donle, and Bob Boynion with Jumie and Steve. Visitor Todd
Cox ftock home third place  silver In the Master's
Champianship, John Hughes was the winner, Our own Jeff
Baker [just back from hiking the ENTIRE Appalachian Trail with
wile Stacey] picked up ﬁ'urd ploce silver sailing with Pat
McGlueen in the Moster's. Kika Bronger won the Women's
Championship (and alse coused the most domoge - but ta her
own boal|. James Unsworth, with Stephon Demers and Brod
Harris sailing, came dawn from Burlington ta win the 1t race
[beating all the women, masters and “regulars”] and went an 1o
an easy win in the Junior's, Plecse race with us on Bow Loke
next year on Saturday, Seplember 20, 2003/

After the races, the Fleat 493 Auxiliory served refrashments and
a taco bor dinner. A big thanks to Karen, Corcline, Stacey,
Margo, Pam, Werner, Bob, Jaomie, Cherna and all the other
helpersl Pam and Werner Daigneault were roce committes all
year, with help from \Wayne and Bruce Donle. Pam hod maijor
surgery of the beginning of the season and agoinst doctor's
orders was bock on the committee boat a week later|

The Martha Comsiock oward is presented each yeor fo the
persan wha best exemplifies the spirit of Bow Lake sailing. This
yeor it wen! fo Med Hinds. Med has been the backbone of
sailing @n Bow loke for many yeors and tuly deserves the
award. Congratulations Med|

Fam and Werner - Now
we know what happeans
on the commillee boat
while we are af the
windward mark!”
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FLEET 496, SWIFT CREEK
SWIFT CREEK RESERVOIR, CHESTERFIELD
COUNTY, VIRGINIA

(M MEMBERS LISTED)
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FLEET 498, SELKIRK
LAKE ONTARIO, PULASKI, NEW YORK
ING MEMBERS LISTED)

FLEET 499, POINTE CLAIRE YACHT CLUB
LAC ST. LOUIS, MONTREAL, QUEBEC,
CANADA

0 R.A, (TONY) McBRIDE
14326 JAMIE ALLAM

| 4443 FLip ROD HAYES

14591 MARK ROTSAERT
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FLEET 501, CLUB NAUTICO EL PORTILLO
TOMINE LAKE, BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

Be57 ROBERTO LAIGMELET

14132 SOLMAR BERMUDEZ CORTEZ
14183 RICHARD DEER

14322 ROBERTO LAKGMELET

14552 HERMAMNDO RAMIREZ

14802 RAFAEL TAMAYD

14803 RPCHARD DEEB

14813 FELPE RECAMAM

14843 AVARCY BUSTOS

14844 ROBERTO LOMDOMNO




FLEET 502, SUNCOAST
DAVIS ISLAND YACHT CLUB, TAMPA,
FLORIDA

FlEE? RUMMEIUD. . ....ccrrroeerevsssasmsesssissamsiannssnssassssses CONE SCK
Loura Jofers
Donald W. Sherbourne
Dave White
Jim Alman
2 Fisk Hayden
2924 Diream On Kenneth See
&350 Uncle Mills Cort Steck
9078 Zapper Mark Rodgers
Mark Taylor &
10545 Ponzy Amy Smith Linton
10944 Black Waich Camaran Carlin
11981 Moo Villardebo
12396 Short Circuit Don Kupiec
12612 First Strike Meinhre
14004 Fired Up Williom H. Meyer, Il
14414 Emmaline Michoe! 5. Maher
14428 Yallow Kiten Sandy Scheda Klous
14730 Soggy Battoms Dove T. Ball S¢
14752 Sieve Hoydan
14780 Comedy Cantral Colin & Karan Park
14781 Judith Hanlon
15083 Jakf Linten

Sailing out of Daovis lsland Yacht Club, Tampo, Sorascto
Sailing Squadron, Sarasota, St. Petersburg Sailing
Center, 51. Petersburg, and Loke Tarpon.

Membership

Maore additions than subtractions this yearl

We were very glad to welcome Mark Rodgers from
Alabama. Mark and his son Gabe have been aclive af
the Davis lsland YC, putting in lime on roce committee
and crewing in the PHRF Heet.

Likewise we are pleased to add Judith Hanlon to our
fleet. She moved to land O Lokes from Connecticut,

where she sailed out of Nyack, New York.

Cort Steck, a perennial fleet sailor, unveiled his
beautifully restored Uncle Mills this yeor and promptly
scared the pants off the fleet with the old boat's uncanny
speed.

We are also quite delighted that Colin and Karen Park
have decided on which part of the States to call home -
and it's right here in Florida. Now, it they can overcome
their nafive timidity about rain showers! ([Thought we
were past teasing you? Wrong! It's a sign of affectionl)
Meanwhile, Tim Ruman, whom we poached from the }
24 class a few yeors ogo has switched his primary
energy back on thase round-bottom boats. We miss him,
but he is not far away, and he is still one of our star race
committee godo guys. And he was civic-minded in
selling “lucky Strike” to Dan Kupiec. Welcome Dan!
Hurrah!

As seems fo be with these Lighting folks, families
happen. Jim Allman got a number 2 son, Mark in
August. Onhiatus Lightning skipper Dave Marscicano
had baby number 2, Honnah Louise, in July..

And while Barr Batzer lives closer to Miami, we claim
him as ours since he's Steve Hoyden's middle-man. Barr
added the lovely and talented Suzenne M. Scalzo, fo
the family by marrying her. Clever Barr!

Year’s races

Our racing season opened this yeor with the 2001
Orange Bowl regatta. Three boots went (Teams Hayden,
Bell, and Linton), with Haydens coming in third. It closes
with the 2002 Orange Bowl, with only one Fleet 502
boat making the trek south. Team Linton finished sixth of

the event.

Congrats io Steve Hayden for his 2002 Deep South win.
Teams Hayden and Linton did the whole circuit, while

Teams Bell and Meyer both did o partial circuit. Road
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trips rulel

The Fleet 502 Championships were held in July of
2002. It's not the most auspicious lime of the year, what
with the heat and the afterncon thunderstorms, but a
hardy bunch of 7 skippers sailed early morning, then
came ashore for a very civilized lunch at Davis Island
Yacht Club followed by some poolside relaxation before
toking advantage of the lote afternaon breeze. Skipper,
Race Chair, Awords guy and Chef Dave Bell did a
terrific job.

As always, our Thursday night series gives us tons of
racing and play time. All summer, during Daylight
Savings Times, we had between 3 and 7 Lightnings on
the line, racing in @ 50+ fleet that includes Fireballs,
windsurfers, 124, Melges 24's, J-109s, and @ host of big
boats. The weather was relatively kind, with only a few

capsizing nights out there this year.

Davis Island YC has begun to oftract a handful of Flying
Scots, and instead of competing for crew and skippers
with this similorly-sized dinghy boat, the Lightning fleet
hos combined forces with the Scots. Twice @ manth
practice sessions on Sunday mernings draw as many as
six Scots and five Lightnings for short windward-leeward
races. All boats start together on a short starfing line,
which gives all the skippers practice in close quarfers,
While the Scots originally wanted to record their
finishes, we Lightning folk convinced them to keep the
“play” in practice by not keeping score.

Likewise we joined up to “tag along” with the Flying
Scot Districts, which gave us another good quality
regatta on this side of the state.

The Thanksgiving Regatta brought some terrific

competition from out of tewn, including Team Harkrider
and Pete Marriott from parts North, as well as Frank

Atkinson, Bill Mauk, Steve Horwitz and Dave Helmick.

Special Honors

Dave Bell was nominated Sailor of the Year at DIYC,
which makes us all proud. He deserves it - he's always
ready to sail, always ready to volunteer, and his sailing

gets smarter and faster by the race. All hail Davel

Matchracing

This year put the spotlight on Matchracing among the
fleet. Not only did Jeff Linton take o mostly-Lightning
team to Sardinia, ltaly for the Coppa dei Campioni
match races, but young Evan Brown lead a youth feam
to the Sears semifinals, racing in Lightnings along the
way. The kids procticed against Jeff and his Coppa team
[including Merk Taylor and Mike Gable), in o series of
fundraising benefits that brought Bill Mauk and others
from Fleet 226 1o town. While Jeff was away [the team
earned 4th place in ltaly), youth sailor Jash Willis
[Evan’s middle guy for the Sears Cup) ably tack the helm
of the Lightning for Thursday night series. Meanwhile,
Evan won the Dore Droke woman's regatta (in a J-24),
and then took her allwoman youth team to the Osprey
Cup in 5. Petersburg, Hurrah kidsl
check out website:

As ever, our

www.mastheadsailinggear.com/fleet502/  for gossip,

our Dr. Biff photo feature, and more.



REPORTS

FLEET 506, ORIENT YACHT CLUB
ORIENT HARBOR, ORIENT, LONG ISLAND,
NEW YORK

Once again, George Kach ably assisted regularly by his
doughter Georgeann dominated the Thursday night
racing while this some team came through to win the

Saturday series of racing.

Additionally, Fleet 506 of Orient Yocht Club hosted the
2002 long lsland Districts on the waters of beautiful
Orient Harbor on July 13th, 2002, Alter a great day of
sailing, the Long lsland Districts were won by Malcolm
Hendry and his wife Teri, second place went to Bruce

Hendry while third place went to George Koch.

In 2002, Fleet 504 olso sent two boals to the Southern

Circuit

As always our emphasis for this winter is to find a few

more lightning sailors to add to our fleet. Anyone
inferested please let us know
Float Cophin, ... ccoosimssmsrsmessesenss e George Koch
Floal SECrBKITY. .. ivuuiinsisrnssisssrisinnissmsssrsnssasiersss John Helzopfel
Salurday Fleet Chompion...........ccmmimin George Koch
Thursday Night Fleet Champion. ... George Koch
10545 St Derrick Cephas
11775 Rob Buchanan
13050 - Fauste Menacelli
14050 Tursiops John Holzaphel
14122 Missy George Koch
14455 Spirit Rachel Sorenson




FLEET 507, THE PRAIRIE

CHESTERMERE LAKE & LAKE NEWELL IN
ALBERTA, CANADA, & CANYON FERRY
LAKE & FLATHEAD LAKE IN MONTANA

became our very first winner of our brond new
Fleet Championship Trophy. Ralf and his wife are

former Fireball sailors so they used their vast

10891  [will join ILCA) Tim Hornelf
13509 lan R Taylor
13680 Craig Narraway
13713 Karsten Dalberg
14194 (will join ILCA) Ralf Southwell

experience as a secret weapon

With now 5 boats racing actively in Fleet 507 we
had our first local regatta with separate start
Previously the local Lightning’s always had to race

handicap against other boat types.

The annual “Icebreaker Regatia” at Calgary Yacht
Club had for the first time a separate lightning

Class. Winner was Ralf Southwell and crew,

Currently all active boats are sailing out of
Calgary Yacht Club and with 5 boats constantly
churning up the water at club functions we have a
growing interest for more boats. Also we hope to

bring other existing boats into the fleet.

We held our first Fleet 507 Champion Ship in
conjunction with our Club Races and Ralf

Southwell and crew who after fierce competition

First entry on the trophy was our former Heel
Y

coptain Ismo Palm as honorary winner as a thank
you for his work in getting Prairie Fleet 507

started.
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FLEET 508, SOLOMONS
PATUXENT RIVER/CHESAPEAKE BAY,
SOLOMONS, MARYLAND

9991 Spartina Lindsay Bach
10094 Patriot Dan Liston
11154 Blitzen Spencer Wait
11983 Lolly Jaft Kumke
13640 Boltn Dan Schneider
14028 Permanent Don Behrens
14800 Accessory David Meiser
11951 Girlfriend Matt Oster
(the banana boat) Shawn Stanley
nfa

Fleet 508 retained all members for 2002. We enjoyed
Spencer Wail's addition this year immensely, however,
we were sad lo see him relocate to Jacksonville, FL this
fall. We hear he is looking to join an existing or start his
own Lightning fleet there! Hopefully our fleet will grow in
2003

What has now become a tradition on Thursday nights is
a clossic weekly batlle of Team ‘Girfriend’ and Team
‘Permanent Accessory’ in our alldinghies-welcomed
summer series, with continued participation of at least 3
Lightnings every week from May unlil September. After
countless taocks, gybes ond hails, the 2002 summer
series winner was Don Behrens' “Permanent Accessory”,
able to make it to the start line every week except for
one. One evening while racing in 15+ knots, Don even
had @ local newspaper reporter going sailing for the first
time, while one of his regulor crew was oitempting some

*modifications” while sailing on rival ‘Girlfriend’

Our 6th annual Fall Regotta had o total 33 boats, with a
great Lightming showing of 15 boats on the starting line,
The top Fleet 508 finisher was Don and crew with a 5th

place finish. The regatta winner was Jamie Brickell
{15016), who was able to throw out o worst finish of 2
in the 5 race series. The area competition is obviously
improving! Top 5 finishers were: [1s1) J. Brickell
15016/329, (2nd) J. Friebele 14581/50, (3rd) F.
Gallagher 14019/50, (4th] R. Buchanan 14485/509,
|5th) D. Behrens 14028/508.

Fleet 508 also supported other Dixie District fleets by
raveling throughout the area, including regatias ot Fleet
50 [Washington D.C.), Fleet 253 (Susquehanna, PA),
Fleet 325 [Rehoboth, DE), Fleet 509 [Deltaville, VA),
and Fleet 481 [Henderson, NC). More traveling is on
the agendo for 2003, and we will be hesting the Dixie
District Championships.

Fleet 508 extends o huge congratulations to skipper
Dave Meiser and his forward crew Jocki, who were
wed this year. Which brings us to the dilemma of
renaming #14800 to 'Affair’. What a predicament...
rename the boat, bad luck in and of itself, or keeping

your ‘Girlfriend’ after you are married?

14800 ‘Girlfriend’ and 14028 ‘Permanent Accessory’ an
a run towards the Solomons bridge during @ Thursday
night race series held weekly on the Patuxent River
during the summer

t'ﬁSZ



FLEET 509, FISHING BAY
FISHING BAY, DELTAVILLE, VA

Fleet Captain:...... ! Ren Buchanan

Fleel Secretary:.. ....... ...Joe Buczkowski

Fleet Champion: wiviieseiiee...Ron Buchonan

15084 Joe Buczkowski

A% Mlodk ot Brow G B It continues to be tough tor fleet building at Fishing

i Bl Wi bieH Bay. In 2003, Fleet 509 will be rechartered as
sailing on the Southern Chesapecke Bay and will
encompass Fishing Bay Yacht Club, Hampton

Yacht Club and Norfalk Yacht Club
We had a grect year at Fishing Bay. The Dixie
Districts were held June B8-9th with wonderful
weather. The Dixie District event was the first one-

design fleet event to “christen” the new clubhouse

at Fishing Bay.

First Mame Last Mame Boat# | Fleet | TstRoce | 2ndRace | 3rd Roce | dth Roce | Sth Race | Tokal Pris | Finol Standing
PHILIP GROTHEER | 14p81 | 329 | 2 DSC Time | & 1 1 10 [
JOMATHAN 5 GUTH 14548 | 329 I DSQTime | 5 ’] 5 15 2
STEPHEMN COMSTANTS | |4429 | 329 5 D5G Time | 1 & & 18 3
JAMES [JAMIE) B. | BRICKELL, IR, | 15014 | 329 J D56 Times | 15 2 2 22 4
ROMALD R, BUCHAMAN | 14485 | 508 | 7 D5SG Time | 3 3 1" 24 5
E. JOSEPH FRIEBELE 14581 | 329 | & D5Q Time | 2 17 4 29 &
JOHN R. BUTLER 14592 | S0 13 DSQTime | B 5 ] 34 7
CARL MLUSKA 1513 | 192 10 D50 Time | 7 ? 10 36 8
Don BEHREMS 10094 | 508 9 DEQ Time | 10 7 14 40 9
oD JOHNSON 15101 | 329 | 4 D5G Time | 1% B 3 a4 10




FLEET 510, LAGOS YACHT CLUB
LAGOS OFFSHORE AND INSHORE, LAGOS,
NIGERIA

This year Lagos Yacht Club proudly celebrated Seventy
Years of sailing in Logos waters and environs.

o BAVARLA, RICHARD SAMNDISOM

13523 Kl MAGHC HELMLIT BRALIM

13753 TWISTER JOHM TUFFREY

1375% WHITE SCAR KEVIN O'FARRELL

14392 MUAMCE LARRY PERRAS

14549 SPELLBINDER KEVIN O'FAR

14529 JUST IM TIME RICHARD J. WILLMOTT
History

Founded in 1932 as a British Officer’s sailing club with
17 members and nine boots Llogos Yacht Club
membership now stands at 250 octive members and

123 boats.

Lagos commands the entrance to a large inland lagoon
and is the major deep water port for Nigeria. Tides
range plus or minus 3ft (depending on the rains|. With
temperatures varying from 25 C to 35 C, racing and
cruising takes place every weekend throughout the year
with @ mixture of harbour, creek and offshore sailing.
These include both ane and hwo day events, in lagos
Harbour dodging commercial shipping, in the creeks
avoiding cances and fishing stokes. At times offshore
swells reach up to 20 R thus producing some very
challenging condifions. The best soiling can be
expected during the rainy season between March and
October with wind-speeds ranging from 12 mph to 24
mph and cccasional line squalls (gales). The rest of the
year is marked by light wind mixed with Harmattan
haze (fine dust from the Sohara desert], parficularly in
December and January.

Presently the club operates o mixed fleet of over a
hundred dinghies comprising 39 Lightnings |"Woodies”
and “Fibres”] still in sailable condition, approx 29
Hobie 1és, 26 GP 14s, 14 Ospreys and a few Lasers.

Lightning Fleet 510

The first “Woodies” were built locally in 1946 1o the
plans and specifications of the Lightning Class but were
too heavy to be registered as such. The cost of these
boats is very revealing. In 1951 it was reparted that a
prefabricated boat, excluding sails, could be bought tor
£120-60d per boat |obout $190). One of these
original boats still sails albeit occasionally as befitiing
her age. The “Fibres” were imported from USA and
Switzerland starfing 20 years ogo with the lotest
odditions within the last 3 years. Maintaining the boats
is not @ mojor problem since the Club has excellent
carpenters and fibreglass craftsmen. The mast and boom
sections are extruded locally. In the absence of any ship
chandlers fittings, sheets and wire ropes are imported
by members when returning from overseas travels

Hermitage Cup Race

For many years the Hermitage Cup Race was listed in
the Guiness Book of Records as the longest dinghy roce
regularly sailed. The race was established in 1940 and
covers o distance of approx. 127 kilometres from Lagos
along the inland wolerways (creeks] meandering
parallel to the Atlantic coast line to Bodagry Town ond
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back. Initially it was o 3-day-event with avernight stays in
Government rest houses. Nowadays it has reduced fo o
combined two day race with no outside assistance
allowed meaning that every item of equipment required
tor sailing, eating, drinking and sleeping has 1o be
carried along. It is an endurance race with helms and
crews fighling exposure to the elements (hot sun, rain,
dew elc.] and mosquitos. Each boat keeps a log and is
ollowed to deduct stops [anchering ar mooring) in
excess of | hour from its sailing time. The logs are cross-
checked with those of other competitars. Due to
prevailing south westerly winds the outward leg tends 1o
be a series of beats all the woy to Bodagry and can be
ochieved in daylight if the winds ore good. The retumn
journey is usually done under Spinnaker ranging from

runs o fine reaches while negotiating the S-bends of the
creeks, Night sailing is permitted outside the Lagos
Harbour limits and nothing can match the exhilarating
feeling of flying at midnight under spinnaker through a
creek filled with fish traps, sprinkled with floating islands
of weeds [water hyocinth) and bordered by mangrove
swamps on one side and palm irees an the other under
the ethereal glow of o full meon while listening to the
rollers breoking on the beaches of the nearby Atlantic
Ocean occasionally interrupted by frantic shouts of
helms and crews trying fo ovoid an unexpected
obstacle

This year 9 Lightnings (including 1 “Woodie”), 2 GP 14s
and 2 Hobie 16s participated in the race out of which

only 3 boats (I Lightning, | GP 14 and 1 Hobie)
completed the course, albeit the GP 14 and Hobie 14
finished after the time limit (18:30 hours) and had 1o
refire. The winner was lightning 14448 “Kiwi Magic”
helmed by Helmut Broun and crewed by Dolly Broun
and Marfin Hannoh with a total sailing time of 20:37
hours [last year 13:28 hours) out of which the last 13:12
hours (04:00 te 17:12 hours) were sailed non-stop

General
Life in Lagos is never dull

We con offer fascinafing sailing, good company, free
accommodation and an unforgetiable experience should
anyane wish o visit,

Our past international sailing competitions have been
with clubs in Cameroon, Ghana, Ivory Coost, Kenya
and Zimbabwe. Please contact us if you consider thot
an interclub challenge is feasible




FLEET 511, CAPE FEAR
ATLANTIC OCEAN, WILMINGTON NC

Fleet Coplain. ... . coevuvierseeesaramesinnne.. Billy King
Summer Series Fleet Champion...... Steve Johnston
Fall Series Fleet Champion............Pierce Barden
14266 Greenwing * David Pyle
14318 Soul Sister * John Sawyer
14356 Lightin’ Up * Billy King
14550 K cubed * Theresa Kramer
14422 * Steve Johnston
14695 Cachineut * Richard Waldkirch
14701 * Jim Harris
14941 * Pierce Barden

Cope Fear Flest 511 gained two boats in the 2002
season when Jim Harris and Pierce Barden relocoted to
Wilmington, NC, raising Fleet 511’s total number of
Lightning's to eight. Jim and his family came 1o us ofter
an extended stoy with Clarks Hill Fleet 257 in Augusta,
GA, while Pierce and his family moved back from cold
Harrisburg, PA having spent the prior season with
Susquehanna Fleet 253.

The Carolina Yacht Club, founded in 1853 and third
oldest in the LS, held a variety of roces throughout the
season. The fleet began sailing in April when Richard
Woaldkirch won the Dorman Cup regatta. The summer
series consisted of Ffteen races held over the course of

five Tuesday nights and was won by Steve Johnston. This

series was sailed mostly in heavy air, and even had one
race in which the race committee clocked wind gusts of
48 knotsl Harris convincingly won the July 4th Cup
regatta. The fall series wos won by Borden and
consisted of nine races held on three Sunday alterncons

In late August, the fleet hosted o twoday regatta that
counted as part of the Southeastern District traveling
circuit. Jim & Connie Harris hosted a spectacular Friday
night party while other fleet members handled regatto
logistics and responsibilities. Fifteen boats competed in
varying conditions, Saturday saw lots of wind, woves,
surfing, one broken mast, and other minor breakdowns.
That night the club hosted a social and talk given by Dr.
Stuart Walker, followed by dinner. Sunday brought light
air that required lots of pafience and a race that barely
finished within the official time limit. Four Fleet 511
members placed in the top half with Barden winning the
regatta, Harris in second, lohnston in fourth, and
Sawyer in sixth.

Fleet members that sailed a minimum of five regattos
faired well in the overall 2002 Southeastern District
standings, with Sawyer and Waldkirch finishing third
and seventh, respectively.

Our fleet wos also well represented at some of the
larger Lightning events. David Pyle and Sowyer each
ottended the first leg of the Southern Circuit in
Savannah, GA in March. Sawyer and Barden went to
the Atlantic Coasts in Rehoboth Beach, DE in July, and
Barden sailed in the North Americons in Lo Salle, Ml in
August. To conclude the season, Theresa Kromer,
Sawyer, and Waldkirch competed in the Borderline held
at the NC/VA border
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