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In 1999 a couple from Colorado was drawn to the Light-
ning. They bought a boat and joined the ILCA. They joined 
and reinforced their local Fleet by actively sailing and pro-
moting Lightning sailing through events and parties. They 
traveled to events like the North Americans, Southern 
Circuit, etc., where they fit in quickly and were embraced 
as part of the family like a long-lost brother and sister 
coming home. 

Due in no small part to his charm, wit, and disposition, “the 
skipper” was lured into “volunteering” to sit on the ILCA 
boards, where his talents were recognized immediately by 
Mary Huntsman. He was quickly voted onto the Execu-
tive Committee and began serving as Treasurer. A natural 
leader and diplomat, he, working with others, began to see 
clearly that the infrastructure of the Class needed to be 
reinforced to deal with the changing environment. Working 

with then-President Carter Utzig and the Executive Com-
mittee, he began the process of modernizing the ILCA 
Office. It was determined that the Class needed updated 
systems, policies, and structure to thrive. It became obvi-
ous that the Class needed to change the way the Office 
was run––but who could be found to take on this over-
whelming task?

“The crew” likes to sail. She has a lot of other interests 
as well, gardening, keeping the skipper in line, etc., but the 
thing that really draws her to the sailing is the people. 
While “the skipper” runs about working on a variety of 
projects simultaneously, “the crew” is the glue that holds it 
all together. Tremendous people-skills, “the crew” is smart 
and organized. She has a smile that can make everything 
OK and an easy-going manner that can make a bad race 
seem not that bad.
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Dedication

This Yearbook is dedicated to
Steve and Jan Davis
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With “the skipper” totally immersed in Class affairs and 
the Board looking for a person who would be the “perfect 
fit” of people skills and business sense to run the Associa-
tion, the answer became perfectly clear. So in December 
of 2006 the Class offered a contract to “the crew” to run 
our Association, and, by default, we ended up with the best 
“Two-for-One” sale in the history of the Class.

Jan and Steve Davis have received their fair share of ac-
colades, and rightfully so, since they dedicated so much of 
their time, efforts, and energies into the day-to-day opera-
tions of the Class. There are few people cut of the fabric 
that can make a lasting, profound, indelible, positive impact 
on the people with whom they associate or a situation in 
which they inherit. They attended countless events, big and 
small. There were highlights (3rd place at the Worlds in 
Greece while Steve was President), low lights (contracting 
hepatitis while at a regatta in South America and pulling 
content for yearbooks) and some unusual trips (armed 
escorts in Nigeria).

Steve has been a driving force in helping the ILCA rein-
vent itself. He encouraged great ideas and was instrumen-
tal in launching programs from those ideas that continue 
to thrive. Jan was the key to reorganizing the ILCA Office 
and was dedicated to making it not only efficient but, 

perhaps most importantly, transferable. Her goal was to 
make it so when she was done she could hand over the 
keys to the next caretaker and the transition would be 
smooth and painless. 

They both, predictably, achieved their goals. Steve finished 
his term on the Executive Committee with the Class in 
better shape than when he arrived. The Class was fiscally 
sound, internationally admired, and the model for other 
class associations. Two years after Steve stepped down, 
Jan handed over the keys to the office she had rebuilt to 
Laura Jeffers, and the transition has been seamless. Jan’s 
handling of the process of upgrading our database, creat-
ing a new vision for Flashes and transitioning the year-
book to a user-friendly format has saved the Association 
thousands of dollars and made the ILCA a leading ex-
ample of how class associations should be managed. They 
set the bar high for the rest of us, and for that, we should 
all be grateful.

This yearbook edition is dedicated to Jan and Steve Davis 
in thanks for their dedication, leadership, friendship and 
indelible path they have created for the rest of the ILCA 
family to follow. 

Brian Hayes, Sr

Dedication
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The International Lightning Class Association offers you a 
variety of ways to stay current with Class members and 
activities.

The ILCA Yearbook
This annual production (either paper or DVD) serves as
an ongoing historical document. The Yearbook chronicles 
the regatta venues, the Champions, the District and Fleet 
reports, Boat Grant recipients, the Governing Board, Class 
Officers, members and boat owners. Photos of boats, smil-
ing members receiving trophies, and parties are sprinkled 
throughout the book. 

Additional copies and some past editions are available 
either from the website store or from the Class office.  
office@lightningclass.org

ILCA Flashes Newsletter
Ten issues per year, the Flashes Newsletter keeps mem-
bers up to date on ILCA activities and events. Information 
on our worldwide fleet activites, go-fast tips from the sail-
makers and champions, wooden boat projects and history 
of the Lightning are regularly featured.

E-Flashes
The full color electronic version of Flashes are distributed 
via e-mail to all ILCA members: Active, Associate, and Crew.

ILCA Facebook
The International Lightning Class Association is now 
on Facebook! The ILCA created and maintains a social 
networking Facebook page with almost 1,250 fans. Light-
ning sailors from around the world contribute photos and 
information. 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Lightning-
Class-Association/197584991571

Wooden Lightning Yahoo Group
This group shares their knowledge of known Lightning
woodies, restoration ideas, material resources, events, 
stories, and the like. It helps bind the wooden boat com-
munity together as well as provides an avenue for people  
trying to find, research, or sell an older wooden Lightning.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wooden_lightning/

Districts and Fleets
Many Districts and Fleets have their own websites or 
Facebook pages. Links are found on the ILCA website: 
www.lightningclass.org. Look under Membership in naviga-
tion, then click on District/Fleets members.
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President’s Message

I am not someone who can recall every click of the 
mainsheet in every race I’ve ever sailed. I admire 
those folks, but gosh, I can barely remember what I 
had for breakfast this morning. Oh, wait, that’s right, I 
don’t eat breakfast. But I digress…

Looking back through yearbooks from previous 
years in order to conjure up the appropriate muse 
for this message, I became completely immersed in 
years gone by. The Yearbook is so much more than a 
resource tool; it is a treasure trove of valuable memo-
ries. While its focus in any given year is that specific 
year, one picture can generate a myriad of memories. 
Several can eat up an entire day!
I participated in a panel discussion at the US Sailing, 
One-Design Sailing Symposium not long ago regarding 
what makes a class strong. This can be answered any 
number of ways: the people, timelessness of our de-
sign, dedication of our volunteers, ongoing excellence 
in administration by what, for our history, is a rela-
tively short list of Executive Secretaries, our emphasis 
on Junior sailing, as well as our Women’s and Masters’ 
championships, and our innovative programs, such as 
the Boat Grant, and assistance with getting new boats 
shipped overseas. This last example has been helping 
fuel explosive growth in Chile to this point but may 
soon be expanded to Australia and Argentina.

What became clear to me while ignoring real world 
demands in favor of reliving days gone by and reflect-
ing on just how lucky I am to have been able to spend 
literally my entire life with friends and family in this 
wonderful class is that our biggest strength as a class 
may just be our diversity. The Lightning Class literally 
offers something for everyone at virtually every age, 
from casual day sailor to world class racer. It is this 
diversity that allows us to compete through the years, 
sailing and / or competing both with and against family 
members as well as friends. That there is really no way 
to “age out” allows for a lifetime of generating, renew-
ing and sharing great relationships. Welcome to the 
2010 chapter in our fabulous, ongoing story.

In spite of my lifetime involvement in the ILCA, while 
I had an appreciation for the amount of work involved 
in our success, let’s just say I have a much fuller appre-
ciation of what it takes, having had the honor to serve 
as Class President. My thanks to Laura Jeffers for the 
enthusiasm and dedication she brings to her role as 
Executive Secretary, as well as to the Executive Com-
mittee, Governing Board, area representatives and 
countless volunteers around the world. It’s a lot of 
work, but it’s also a great deal of fun being a steward 
of this great Class. I encourage anyone with even a 
passing interest in becoming more involved to do so!

I love this Class!



Rob was literally born into the Lightning Class as well as Fleet 36 at Pymatuning Yacht 
Club. Rob’s dad, Jon Ruhlman, was already a member of both organizations and later 
went on to be ILCA Chief Measurer and President.
As a result of this fortuitous timing, Rob is a walking compendium of trivia useless to 
virtually everyone on the planet outside the Lightning Class and Pymatuning Yacht Club.
Having grown up in the class as well as the Ohio District, Rob has had the pleasure of 
sailing with and against a veritable “Who’s Who” of the Class. He participated in the 
inaugural Lightning Junior North Americans; built Lightnings with the Mueller family; has 
refurbished two pre-flotation Lippincotts; participated in numerous World Champion-
ships—the first in 1975; competed in countless North Americans and has a rather large 
collection of antiquated Lightning fittings and hardware. 
As you might imagine, Rob’s family is heavily involved in the Class. Abby has been sailing 
with Rob for over thirty years and their children, Ryan and Maegan, have seen great 
success in local, national and world Lightning events. Periodically, Rob takes time away 
from racing Lightnings to be CEO of Preformed Line Products Company, a worldwide 
manufacturer of hardware for the communication and energy industry. Rob and Abby 
also own Sailing, Inc., a full service boat yard in their hometown of Cleveland, Ohio. 

John started sailing Lightnings at age seven on his father’s 10823 Helms. Growing up in 
the Barnegat Light Yacht Club’s youth program, he later started racing Lightnings at age 
thirteen. His mentors, outside of his dad, have included Bill Clarke, Jack Elfman, Greg 
Fisher and Jim Carson. “As a junior sailor, I had no idea the gift that I was being given 
with learning how to sail.” Unlike many other sports, sailing is a life-long sport where 
you can always continue to learn new things and improve. 
While Lightning racing is a big part of being a member of the ILCA, meeting new 
people, enjoying various social events, and spending time with lifelong friends and family 
is equally important. Growth of the Lightning Class is important to John. Fleet Develop-
ment, the Boat Grant Program, and just getting people to race or cruise is challenging, 
yet very rewarding. John is heavily active in recruiting and developing youth sailors and 
showing them how much fun sailing these boats can be. When not sailing, John likes 
to occasionally go fishing, work on his house and cheer for the New York Yankees and 
Washington Redskins. John resides in Rocky Hill, New Jersey, and spends extended sum-
mers in Harvey Cedars on Long Beach Island, New Jersey. He has worked in the sport-
ing goods apparel business since graduating from Kenyon College. Although his yacht 
club is only 100 members strong, John is proud when his club is called upon to host a 
regatta because the membership comes together to throw a first-class regatta as well 
as a ‘not to miss’ regatta party. 

Although Victor was born in Chile, his first encounter with Lightnings was at the 
age of fourteen in Arcabutla Lake in Mississippi, where he met an excellent group 
of people who showed him how much fun the Class is. Back in Chile there were no 
Lightnings in his hometown of Concepción so he continued racing on Snipes and 
IMS boats. 
After being away from the Class for ten years, he was invited to go to the Southern 
Circuit with the Longarela brothers from Argentina, where he not only learned a lot 
about sailing but was captured by the spirit of the Class. It is this spirit that has pro-
vided him with the enthusiasm to get more people involved with Lightnings and to 
make the Class stronger in Chile and South America.
Even though his work as an architect keeps him quite busy, Victor is always imagin-
ing ways to escape and go sailing at a Lightning event, be it in Chile or anywhere in 
the world. 

Rob Ruhlman – President

John Faus – Secretary

Victor Lobos – Treasurer2
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Bill started racing Lightnings in 1947 on boat #134. He’s owned #1495, #7195, #10895 
and still has #14495. 
He grew up racing in Ocean City on the New Jersey shore. Bill crewed and worked 
for some of the greats of the Lightning Class: Bob Seidelman, Marcy Lippincott, John 
Tiegland and Jim Carson. He learned a lot about Lightnings from them and continues to 
enjoy being involved in measurement and photographing at major events. 
His son David sailed in four Junior NAs and crewed with Bill in the last Worlds Masters 
at Miami. 
Bill has enjoyed being a part of the Executive Committee this year and hopes to con-
tinue to serve the Class as photographer and Chief Measurer in the years ahead.

Sailing for me started very young, on our family Highlander and progressing through 
Optis, Sunfish and Lasers at Cowan Lake in Southwestern Ohio. The fierce competition 
and camaraderie amongst the juniors on Sunday afternoons was always the highlight of 
my week. My love for this sport and the people it attracts is deeply rooted in Cowan 
Lake Sailing Association and the incredible volunteers  there.
Junior Sailing led to four years on the University of Michigan Sailing Team and meeting 
fellow Wolverine Jody Swanson. What followed has been twenty-five years (and count-
ing!) of sitting next to Jody on J-24s, J-22s, and 470s. As  teammates we can list quite a 
few Rolex Women’s Keelboat Championships, an  Olympic Campaign, multiple North 
American and World Championships, to say nothing of thousands and thousands of 
miles on the highway (yet somehow, never running out of dialogue!).
In 2000 my husband gave me Lightning #14678 for my birthday to sail with our young 
family on nearby Lake Wawasee. Considering we had a three-year-old, a two-year-old 
and a nine-month-old, the number of races  we participated in was limited, and yet we 
were able to forge strong  friendships with some great Hoosier sailors—Bill Allen, Jeff 
Schmahl, Brad Wagnon. etc. The majority of my Lightning sailing in those years came 
from regattas, where I learned to truly embrace this Class. Bill Faude, Larry MacDonald, 
Brian Hayes, Colin Park—these people encouraged me, answered my  many questions, 
and most importantly made me feel part of the Lightning Family.
Our family has now spent nine summers at the Buffalo Canoe Club, and we just recently 
moved to Buffalo year-round. I have been a part of the Lightning Boat Grant Committee 
for five years, a program that I feel is a reflection of the Lighting Class’ dedication to 
our sport, youth sailing and our Class itself.  As an Executive Committee Member this 
past year I have greatly enjoyed  the shared responsibility of keeping our Class strong.

I am from the beautiful state of New Hampshire. I was introduced to the Lightning in the 
fall of 1987. I had just returned from my first sail ever on a Cal 21 and thought that was 
the coolest thing ever—until I walked up the dock. There were four or five Lightnings 
that were just getting in from an evening sail. My friend Amanda and I stopped to look, 
and we were “invited” to join them the next Sunday to race. I remember hearing, “Come 
on down, someone always needs crew!” Every Sunday that fall we sailed Lightnings on 
Lake Massabesic with Fleet 273—we were hooked. The Deyett Family took us under 
their wings. The following summer we sailed every afternoon during the week, training 
for the Junior Districts and then the Women’s Districts. On most weekends I traveled all 
over New England sailing in various regattas. I have so many wonderful memories from 
sailing Lightnings. I remember how excited I was to go to my first North Americans and 
first Southern Circuit. My “Lightning Story” illustrates the fleet development that our 
Class continues to be built upon. My sailing mentors include Ken Deyett, Brian Hughes, 
Jack Elfman, George Fisher and Brian Hayes. 
My husband Will is life-long Lightning sailor from New Jersey and, like many other Light-
ning couples, we first met at a regatta—the Winter Championships at the St. Petersburg 
Yacht Club during a Southern Circuit. We have a Labrador Retriever named Salty who 
loves the water. 
Our beloved square bottomed boat unites us all and keeps us coming back for more. I 
am very excited to be in a position to give back to an organization that has provided me 
with so many wonderful friends, memories and opportunities. 

Debbie Probst – Executive Committee Member

Laura Jeffers – Executive Secretary

Bill Clausen – Chief Measurer
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YEAR PRESIDENT CHIEF MEASURER SECRETARY TREASURER ASSISTANT MEASURERS

2010 Brian Hayes, Sr Bill Clausen Rob Ruhlman John Faus Buczkowski, Carson, Hayes, Ruhlman

2009 Brian Hayes, Sr Bill Clausen Rob Ruhlman John Faus Buczkowski, Carson, Hayes, Ruhlman

2008 Steven Davis Bill Clausen Brian Hayes Robert Ruhlman Buczkowski, Calderon, Carson, Ruhlman

2007 Steven Davis Bill Clausen Brian Hayes Robert Ruhlman Buczkowski, Calderon, Carson, Ruhlman

2006 Carter Utzig Bill Clausen Brian Hayes Steve Davis Buczkowski, Calderon, Carson, Terhune

2005 Carter Utzig Bill Clausen Brian Hayes Steve Davis Buczkowski, Calderon, Carson, Terhune

2004 Francisco Solá Tanca Carter Utzig Jim Carson Steve Davis Buczkowski, Burke, Calderon, Clausen, Huntsman

2003 Francisco Solá Tanca Carter Utzig Jim Carson Steve Davis Buczkowski, Burke, Calderon, Clausen, Huntsman

2002 Colin Park Carter Utzig Francisco Solá Tanca Bob Harkrider Buczkowski, Burke, Clausen, Hayden, Schmitt

2001 Mary Huntsman Colin Park Francisco Solá Tanca Bill Fastiggi Alman, Burke, Hayden, Schmitt, Utzig

2000 Mary Huntsman Colin Park Francisco Solá Tanca Bill Fastiggi Alman, Burke, Hayden, Schmitt, Utzig

1999 Calvin H Schmiege Colin Park Francisco Solá Tanca Mary Huntsman Alman, Burke, Schmitt, Utzig

1998 William Faude Calvin H Schmiege Matt Burridge Frank Mergenthaler Alman, Burke, Schmitt, Utzig

1997 William Faude Calvin H Schmiege Matt Burridge Frank Mergenthaler Atkinson, Ruhlman & Schmitt

1996 Paul Gelenitis Calvin H Schmiege William Faude Frank Mergenthaler Atkinson, Ruhlman & Schmitt

1995 Robert Harkrider, Jr Paul Gelenitis William Faude Frank Mergenthaler Atkinson, Ruhlman & Schmitt

1994 R A “Tony” McBride Paul Gelenitis Robert G Ruhlman Robert Harkrider, Jr Atkinson, Schmiege & Schmitt

1993 Michael Huffman Christopher “Kip” Hamblet R A “Tony” McBride Robert Harkrider, Jr Gelenitis & Schmiege

1992 Michael Huffman Christopher “Kip” Hamblet R A “Tony” McBride Robert Harkrider, Jr Gelenitis & Schmiege

1991 Fisk Hayden Christopher “Kip” Hamblet Michael Huffman Robert Harkrider, Jr Schmiege & McBride

1990 Jack Tibbs Carl Clipp Michael Huffman Fisk Hayden Clausen & Hamblet

1989 Robert Wardwell Carl Clipp Jack Tibbs Fisk Hayden Clausen & Huffman

1988 Anne Allen Robert Wardwell Fisk Hayden Jack Tibbs, Jr Clipp, Clausen & Huffman

1987 David Sprague Robert Wardwell Anne Allen Jack Tibbs, Jr Clipp & Clausen

1986 Richard Guinan, Jr David Sprague Anne Allen Jack Tibbs, Jr Clipp & Wardell

1985 George R Hatfield David Sprague Anne Allen Richard C Guinan, Jr Clipp & Wardell

1984 Djoerd Hoekstra George R Hatfield Anne Allen Richard C Guinan, Jr Sprague & Wardell

1983 Paul A Huntsman George R Hatfield Richard C Guinan, Jr Djoerd Hoekstra Sprague & Wardell

1982 George V Fisher Paul A Huntsman Richard C Guinan, Jr Thomas R Bierman Hatfield, Hoekstra & Norstrom

1981 Geroge V Fisher Paul A Huntsman Djoerd Hoekstra David W White Gotschalk, Hatfield & Norstrom

1980 Donald P Delorme, MD George V Fisher Djoerd Hoekstra David W White Brush, Huntsman & Schniege

1979 David O Peters George V Fisher Donald P Delome, MD David W White Buckley, Huntsman & Schmiege

1978 John S Schneider David O Peters Donald P Delome, MD John R Nixon Fisher & Schmiege

1977 Robert R Adams David O Peters John S Schneider Donald P Delome, MD Fisher & Schmiege

1976 Robert K Smither Robert R Adams F C Jacobson John S Schneider MacDonald & Peters

1975 Gary A Cameron Robert K Smither F C Jacobson John S Schneider Adams & Hamblet

1974 Charles N Howe Robert K Smither Gary Cameron Robert R Adams Hamblet & Buckley

1973 C O Jones, Jr Robert K Smither Charles N Howe Charles N Howe Hamblet & Buckley

1972 Arnold Schwartz C O Jones, Jr Charles N Howe Walter B Jacobs, Jr Smither & Hamblet

1971 James G Carson C O Jones, Jr Arnold Schwartz Walter B Jacobs, Jr Spitz & Maltbie

1970 Charles H Schreck James G Carson Arnold Schwartz Walter B Jacobs, Jr Jones & Scrim

1969 Stuart Anderson Charles Schreck E C Roseberry, Jr Walter B Jacobs, Jr Grinnell & Carson

1968 Jon Ruhlman Stuart Anderson Charles Schreck David M Peterson Llovet & Grinnell
4

Former Officers



YEAR PRESIDENT CHIEF MEASURER SECRETARY TREASURER ASSISTANT MEASURERS

1967 Wilson R Scott, MD Jon Ruhlman Stanley Brander, Jr David M Peterson Anderson & Llovet

1966 John Swanson Wilson R Scott, MD G J Blake Alan S Raffee Walton & Ruhlman

1965 Hamilton G Ford John Swanson Alfred Coha Floyd R Arnold, DDS Scott & Walton

1964 Jay Limbaugh Mulin & Swanson Hamilton G Ford Floyd R Arnold, DDS Swanson & Fisher

1963 Martin O’Meara Herman Henschen J R G Bleasby Hamilton G Ford Mulin & Powless

1962 John M McIntosh Herman Henschen Martin O’Meara, Jr Hamilton G Ford Bernel & Olsen

1961 Thomas D Fallon James G Carson Martin O’Meara, Jr Hamilton G Ford Herman Henschen

1960 Burrows Marley James G Carson John M McIntosh Martin O’’Meara, Jr Herman Henschen

1959 H J Cawthra Burrows Morley Thomas D Fallon John M McIntosh James G Carson

1958 Carleton J Alan H J Cawthra Samuel D Knox Thomas D Fallon Burrows Morley

1957 Robert C Mann Carleton J Allan T J Ross, Jr Allen R Oberson H J Cawthra

1956 Ross G Allen Robert C Mann Burrows Morley Allen R Oberson Carlton J Allan

1955 Clifford J Prados Ross G Allen Jay Donnovan Burrows Morley Robert Mann

1954 C B Crittenden Clifford J Prados Jay Donnovan Len Ladenburger Ross G Allen

1953 H Richard Krauss C B Crittenden Len Ladenburger Charles H Dore, III Clifford Prados

1952 Wayne L Brockett H Richard Krauss C B Crittenden Charles H Dore, III Clifford O’Kane

1951 Walter E Swindeman, Jr H Richard Krauss Wayne L Brockett Ed B Overton

1950 LeRoy Amy Walter E Swindeman, Jr Wayne L Brockett Alfred V Amy

1949 Karl Smither Walter E Swindeman, Jr Wayne L Brockett W A Grimm

1948 Edward McCain Arthur Burtscher LeRoy Amy Henry Williams

1947 John W Orelup Arthur Burtscher Edward McCain Karl Smither

1946 Len Ladenburger John W Orellup Edward McCain Edward McCain

1945 James Trenary John W Orelup Len Ladenburger Len Ladenburger

1944 Ted Siferd A J Webb James Trenary James Tranary

1943 Hon L Stauffer Oliver A J Webb Henry L Schimpf Henry L Schimpf

1942 Hon L Stauffer Oliver E Graham Henry L Schimpf Henry L Schimpf

1941 C L Nicholson Hon L Stauffer Oliver E Gordon Conk E Gordon Cronk

1940 C L Nicholson Hon L Stauffer Oliver E Gordon Conk E Gordon Cronk

Brian Hayes, Sr                                                                        Steve Davis Bill Clausen 5
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ROBERT RUHLMAN—President
13211 Lake Shore Blvd
Bratenahl, OH 44108-1148 US
Home: (216) 249-8005  •  Work: (440) 473-9231
Email: rgr@preformed.com

JOHN FAUS— Secretary
POB 657
Rocky Hill, NJ 08553-0657 US
Home: (609) 921-6788  •  Work: (609) 921-6848
Email: johnfaus@yahoo.com

VICTOR LOBOS—Treasurer
Mac Iver 1671
Concepcion, Chile 407-0357
Home: (56) 2749350  •  Work: (56) 41246695
Email: valobos@lobosarq.cl

BILL P CLAUSEN—Chief Measurer
RR#1,  Box 1494,  Beagle Run Road
Saylorsburg, PA 18533 US
Home: (610) 381-3592  •  Cell: (610) 291-1186
Email: claufam@aol.com

DEBBIE PROBST
5th Exec Committee Member
57 Fox Meadow Ln
Orchard Park, New York 14127
Home: (716) 662-4178 
Cell: (260) 417-2363
Email: dkprobst@gmail.com

JOE BUCZKOWSKI—VP Assistant Measurer
2560 Archdale Dr
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 US
Home: (757) 416-9807  •  Work: (757) 836-1169
Email: joebuczkowski@aol.com

JAMES G CARSON—VP Assistant Measurer
499 Princeton Ave
Brick, NJ 08724-4825 US
Home: (732) 892-1924
Email: jgcfuzzy@comcast.net

R NEIL HAYES JR—VP Assistant Measurer
26 Meetinghouse Ln
Shelton, CT 06484-2869 US
Home: (203) 929-7212  •  Work: (203) 925-1991
Email: rnhayes@snet.net

RYAN RUHLMAN—VP Assistant Measurer
13211 Lakeshore Blvd
Bratenahl, OH 20850 US
Home: (216) 513-6703  •  Work: (440) 473-9156
Email: ryruhlman@preformed.com

GLENN E REITINGER—VP Assistant Measurer
34 Millstone Dr
Shamong, NJ US 08088-8921
Home: (609) 268-8243  •  Work: (856) 722-4378
Email: glenn.e.reitinger@gmail.com

NELSON G SCHMITT—VP Assistant Measurer
Rua Radonio 15
Sao Paulo, Brazil 04928-080
Home: (216) 513-6703  •  Work: (440) 473-9156
Email: nschmitt@niagara.com.br

ROBERT ASTROVE—Classic Boats
17 Welwyn Wy
Rockville, MD 13212-3445 US
Home: (301) 340-9521 • Work: (301) 948-8950
Cell: (301) 252-3364
Email: astrove@hotmail.com

AMY SMITH LINTON—VP Communications
420 E Davis Blve
Tampa, FL 33606 USA
Home: (813) 254-345 • Cell: (813) 293-6493
Email: aslinton@aol.com

DAVID SPRAGUE—VP ISAF/Pan Am Games
185 Hanna Rd
Toronto, ON M4G 3N9 CA
Home: (416) 423-1117  •  Work: (416) 399-8989
Email: sprague@rogers.com

CAROL STOUT EWING—VP Midwinter Regatta
7175 SW 47th St, #202
Miami, FL 33155 US
Home: (305) 858-4791  •  Work: (305) 665-8316
Email: lightning@cofs.com

TODD JOHNSON—VP North American Liaison
3205 Homewood Rd
Davidsonville, MD 21035 US
Home: (410) 956-2033  •  Work: (202) 496-3368
Cell: (202) 302-2622
Email: todd_15202@verizon.net

DEAN S CADY—VP Rules & Regulations
4665 N Ardmore Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53211-1111 US
Home: (414) 961-1507  •  Work: (414) 276-5100
Fax: (414) 276-4936
Email: deancady@aol.com

DARRYL WASKOW—VP Rules & Regulations
122 North Star Ave
Hopewell, NJ 08525-1308 US
Home: (609) 333-1113  •  Work: (609) 258-3733
Cell: (609) 462-3278
Email: waskow@princeton.edu

LAURA A JEFFERS—VP Southern Circuit
1528 Big Bass Dr
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 US
Cell: (727) 215-2579
Email: ljeffers11@verizon.net

JULIAN CALVIN—VP Special Projects 
62 Victoria Rd 
Trowbridge, Wilts, UK 
Home: (44) 23414973390 
Work: (44) 2348023831680 
Cell: (44) 2340803535037 
Email: juliancalvin@gmail.com

STEVEN H DAVIS—VP Special Projects
7625 S Yampa St
Centennial, CO 80016 US
Cell: (303) 807-0750
Email: sdavis7625@gmail.com

IAN F EDWARDS—VP Special Projects
2131 Pelham Dr
Houston, TX 77019 US
Home: (832) 582-8422  •  Work: (713) 656-3409
Email: iansails@edwardsinternet.com

WILLIAM J FASTIGGI—VP Special Prljects
150 W Canal St, #5
Winooski, VT 05404 US
Home: (802) 654-7856 • Work: (802) 655-7245
Email: bill@vtsailing.com

WILLIAM G FAUDE—VP Special Projects
5622 N Sacramento Ave
Chicago, IL 60659-4827 US
Home: (773) 539-2133  •  Work: (312) 729-0227
Cell: (312) 593-5153
Email: bfaude@gmail.com

DEBBIE PROBST—VP Special Projects
57 Fox Meadow Ln
Orchard Park, New York 14127
Home: (716) 662-4178 
Cell: (260) 417-2363
Email: dkprobst@gmail.com

Governing Board



Bill Faude                                                                David StarckJody Starck

BRIAN HAYES SR—VP Special Projects
896 Wheeler’s Farms Rd
Milford, CT 06461 US
Home: (203) 878-5758  •  Work: (203) 783-4238
Cell: (203) 887-1176
Email: brian@od.northsails.com

CLARKE D NEWMAN—VP Special Projects
600 N Pearl St, Ste G-204
Dallas, TX 75201-7472 US
Home: (214) 351-1631 • Work: (214) 969-0467
Cell: (214) 908-6113
Email: cdnewman@earthlink.net

JAMES P  TAYLOR—VP Special Projects
7123 Zenith Ct
Hamilton, OH 45011-7215 US
Home: (513) 868-6472
Fax: (513) 552-4361
Email: taylorjp@fuse.net

TODD WAKE—VP Special Projects
N6326 Kapur Dr
Sheboygan Falls, WI 53083 US
Home: (920) 550-2142  •  Cell: (920) 207-2005
Email: toddwake@aol.com

DAVID STARCK
VP World Championship Liaison
33 Thomas Jefferson Ln
Amherst, NY 14226 US
Home: (716) 877-1589 • Work: (716) 651-4859
Cell: (716) 877-1589
Email: dstarck@mtb.com

DAVID STARCK—VP Youth World Championships
33 Thomas Jefferson Ln
Amherst, NY 14226 US
Home: (716) 877-1589 • Work: (716) 651-4859
Cell: (716) 877-1589
Email: dstarck@mtb.com

JUAN ALEJANDRO CLOOS—VP Argentina
Fishing Bay Rd 1406
Deltaville, VA 23043 USA
Email: alejandrocloos@gmail.com

JOHN STUART BENNETT—VP Brazil
Rua Fan 6
Jardim Lido, Sao Paulo, Brazil 04910-040
Home: (55) 11-55146376  •  Work: (55) 11-41979101
Email: johnsbennett52@uol.com.br

VALERIE HOLLY-TARDIFF—VP Canada
1 Rue Claude
Beaconsfield, QC H9W 4E9 Canada
Home: (514)  428-5778 • Work: (514) 283-8002
Email: v2tardif@yahoo.com

RICHARD WALSH—VP Canada
523 Stenberg Rd, Box 12 Site 26
Dryden, ON P8N 2Y5 Canada
Home: (807) 937-6376  •  Work: (807) 223-2316
Email: rwalshie@gmail.com

VICTOR LOBOS—VP Chile
Mac Iver 1671
Concepcion, Chile 407-0357
Home: (56) 2749350  •  Work: (56) 41246695 
Email: valobos@lobosarq.cl

MAURICIO VALENZUELA—VP Columbia
Carrera 12 No 93-37 Of 501
Bogota Colombia 33404
Home: (57) 16221125  •  Work: (57) 16221180
Email: ilcacolombia73@yahoo.com

PACO SOLA TANCA—VP Ecuador
POB 669370
Miami, FL 33166
Home: (593) 428-3134  •  Work: (593) 424-5224
Email: psola@norlopjwt.com.ec

LAURI HEMMING—VP Finland
Pilvettarenpolku 10
Espoo, Finland 02100
Home: (358) 40765757
Email: puheenjohtaja@lightning.fi

GEORGE ANDREADIS—VP Greece
11 Vassileos Georgiou B St
Athens, Greece 10674
Home: (30) 107234511  •  Work: (30) 107234511
Email: stratandre@yahoo.com 

RENZO BOZZI—VP Italy 
Via Gioco Liscio N3
Monte San Vito (AN), Italy 60037 
Home: (39) 0719161858 
Email: renzobozzi@mp-media.it

GILBERT DESPLAND—VP Switzerland
Case postale14
Grandson, Switzerland 1422
Work: (41) 24-258150
Email: info@cvgrandson.ch

DAN GRAVATT
District Commodore—California
4331 Conrad Ave
San Diego, CA 92117-1914 US
Home: (858) 274-7301 
Email: danielgravatt@intergraph.com

PETE MENNENGER
District Commodore—Central Atlantic
148 Coach Rd
Langhorne, PA 19047 US
Home: (215) 968-2801  •  Work: (610) 407-7434 
Cell: (484) 432-7833
Email: pmenninger@yahoo.com

BRIAN K KOX
District Commodore—Central Canada
26 Sim Ln
Murillo, ON P0T 2G0 Canada
Home: (807) 939-2386  •  Work: (807) 343-8825
Cell: (807) 473-7590
Email: bjcox@tbaytel.net

PHILIP LANGE
District Commodore—Central New York
108 Crosman Terr
Rochester, NY 14620-1830 US
Home: (585) 461-5138  •  Work: (585) 727-4450 
Cell: (585) 727-4450 
Email: philip.lange@gmail.com

R NEIL HAYES
District Commodore—Connecticut/ 
Rhode Island
26 Meetinghouse Ln
Shelton, CT 06484-2869 US
Home: (203) 929-7212  •  Work: (203) 925-1991
Email: rnhayes@snet.net

JASON WERNER
District Commodore—Dixie
1209 Marda Lane
Annapolis, MD  21403 US
Home: (410)688-8431
Email:  jwerner@claimsbridge.com
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PATRICK W ELLIS
District Commodore—Florida
5274 Cleveland Rd
Delray Beach, FL 33484 US
Home: (561) 716-4763 
Email: jeannee22@comcast.net 

PETER J MCGINITY
District Commodore—Indiana
217 2nd St NE
Carmel, IN 46032-1805 US
Home: (317) 574-0705   • Work: (317) 946-1835
Cell: (317) 450-8604
Email: pjmcginity@yahoo.com

WILLIAM E NEAL
District Commodore—Lake Erie
2 Gulf Rd
Wyoming, NY 14591 US
Home: (585) 281-2311  •  Work: (585) 495-9920
Email: wneal@rochesterrr.com

GEORGE W KOCH
District Commodore—Long Island
1250 Mt Beulah Ave
Southold, NY 11971-2315 US
Home: (631) 756-3464 • Work: (516) 318-4948
Email: GKBear64@aol.com

EDWARD DUFFY
District Commodore—Metropolitan
283 Navesink River Rd
Red Bank, NJ 07701-6228 US
Home: (732) 219-7108  •  Work: (973) 623-2626
Email: tduffy@johnduffyfuel.com

GEORGE SIPEL
District Commodore—Michigan
4 Bent Creek Crossing
Sylvania, OH 43560-4800 US
Home: (419) 466-3442
Email: gsipel@aol.com

DAVID W STIX
District Commodore—Midwest
1215 W George St 
Chicago, IL 60657-4219 US
Home: (773) 871-5345
Email: dwstix@att.net

JOHN C PANETTA
District Commodore—Mississippi Valley
6590 Carriage Glen Dr
Bartlett, TN  38135 US
Home: (901) 386-5804  •  Cell: (901) 734-6871
Email: jcpfish@aol.com

BRIAN GIBBS
District Commodore—New England
62 Glen St
Rowley, MA  01969-1622 US
Home: (978) 948-7864 • Work:  (978) 246-9302
Cell: (781) 572-6666 
Email: bgibbs_1@verizon.net

JAMES P TAYLOR
District Commodore—Ohio
7123 Zenith Ct
Hamilton, OH 45011-7215 US
Home: (513) 868-6472
Fax: (513) 552-4361
Email: taylorjp@fuse.net

JOHN DEBENEDETTI
District Commodore—Pacific Northwest
3300 NE 19th Ave
Portland, OR 97212-2405 US
Home: (503) 281-0352 • Work: (503) 232-8793
Email: john@fhsteinbart.com

PAMELA M BURKE
District Commodore—Southeastern
2610 Kingsbrooke Ln
Duluth, GA 30097 US
Home: (770) 495-0760  •  Work: (770) 653-8162 
Cell: (770) 653-8162
Email: pmbarron@bellsouth.net

LAWRENCE N FROST III
District Commodore—Southern
1112 Helios Ave
Metairie, LA 70005-1548 US 
Home: (504) 832-0917  •  Cell: (504) 256-8418
Email: lnfrost3@aol.com

PETER HALL
District Commodore—St Lawrence Valley
46 Summit Cir
Westmount, QC H3Y 1B3 Canada
Home: (514) 935-7660 • Cell: (514) 240-1171
Email: peter.hall@videotron.ca

CLARKE NEWMAN
District Commodore—Texas
600 N Pearl St, Suite G-204
Dallas, TX 75201-7472 US
Home: (214) 351-1361 • Work: (214) 969-0467
Email: cdnewman@earthlink.net

MARIO R FUMAGALLO
District Commodore—Argentina
Gallo 330
Rosario, Argentina 2000
Email: mrfumag@hotmail.com

NELSON S SCHMITT
District Commodore—Brazil
Av Rio Bonito 1751
Sao Paulo, Brazil 04776-002 
Home: (55) 11-55176130 • Work: (55) 11-51804444
Cell: (55) 11-91679498
Email: nschmitt@niagara.com.br

CRISTOBAL PEREZ
District Commodore—Chile
Luis Carrera 1721 DPTD 701
Vitacura, Santiago, Chile
Home:(56)24905262  •  Work: (56) 27505002
Email: cps@celfin.com

MAURICIO VALENZUELA
District Commodore—Colombia
Calle 99 No 49-82 of 101
Barrio La Castellana
Bogota, Colombia 00001
Home: (57) 12120210 • Work: (57) 16351263
Cell: (57) 3103149798
Email: felipe.castillo@leytecsa.com

JUSTUS KLEMPERER
District Commodore—Ecuador
Colinas de los Ceibos 
Ave 3era #403
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
Cell: (593) 9-950-0291
Email: justusklemperer@hotmail.com

LAURI HEMMING	 
District Commodore—Finland
Pilvettarenpolku 10 
Espoo 02100, Finland 
Home: (358) 40765757 
Email: puheenjohtaja@lightning.fi

District Commodore—Greece
Not designated

RENZO BOZZI 
District Commodore—Italy
Via Gioco Liscio N3 
Monte San Vito (AN), Italy 60037 
Home: (39) 0719161858_ 
Email: renzobozzi@mp-media.it

JULIAN CALVIN
District Commodore—Nigeria 
62 Victoria Rd
Trowbridge, Wilts, UK
Home: (44) 23414973390 • Work: (44) 234802383168
Email: julian.calvin@gmail.com

JACQUES PERRET
District Commodore—Switzerland
Chemin De La Chenaie 29D
Peseux, Switzerland 2034
Home: (41) 327315263
Email: jy.perret@bluewin.ch

Governing Board
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Donations

You Can Make a Difference
How Can You Support the ILCA?
The ILCA has established many alternatives to enable 
members and friends to make special gifts and bequests of 
lasting significance—to help ensure the long-term viability, 
vitality and mission of the Class:

• 	 The ILCA Fund 
•	 The Boat Grant Program 
• 	 The Limbaugh Fund 
• 	 The Mary Huntsman History Fund

The ILCA Fund
Charter of the Fund

The ILCA Fund was established in 1981 as a way to 
guarantee the long-range operations of our Class. Contri-
butions to the Fund may be used to pay for the ordinary 
operating expenses of the ILCA, to advertise and promote 
the sport of Lightning Class sailing or for any other pur-
pose approved by its Board of Directors. 

The ILCA Fund supports the US Sailing award winning 
Lightning Boat Grant Program and the International Fleet 
Development Initiative.

Fund Directors: Bill Fastiggi, Todd Wake, John Faus, 
John Bennett, David Starck

The Boat Grant Program
You can donate cash, boats, covers, sails, trailers, etc. to 
support this innovative program to attract young racers 
to the Lightning. Designed to help young sailors experi-
ence the high level of competition offered by the class, 

this revolutionary program offers a unique opportunity 
among one-design classes. While many one-design classes 
struggle to attract and retain young sailors, the Lightning 
Class is taking active steps to give young adults a leg up. 
Since its inception in 2007, the Class has provided fully 
rigged, insured and competitive boats for worthy teams 
for the sailing season. The recipients participated in Fleet, 
District and National regattas.

The Limbaugh Fund
Charter of the Fund

The Limbaugh Fund was established in honor of two of our 
most avid supporters. Helen was our Executive Director 
from 1965 to 1982. Jay was our Class President in 1964. 
Both remained strong supporters of the Class long after 
their tenures were completed. Because of Helen and Jay’s 
strong interest in Junior sailing, and their belief that our Ju-
niors are the future members and officers of our Class, the 
organizers of the fund have dedicated these funds toward 
Junior activities.
Use of the Fund

The available monies in the Limbaugh Fund are restricted 
to the support of education, training, and the promotion of 
Junior sailing. Only income generated from Limbaugh Fund 
investments may be used. The principal may not be spent. 
Uses of these funds have included support for the Youth 
World Championships, the Sears Cup, funding Junior racing 
clinics, trophies, promotion of youth regattas, etc. 

Fund Directors: Michael Huffman, Kip Hamblet, Matt Fisher, 
Victor Lobos

http://www.lightningclass.org/racing/boatGrant/about.asp
http://www.lightningclass.org/resources/news/news2009/internationalfleetdevelopmentinitiative.asp
http://www.lightningclass.org/resources/news/news2009/internationalfleetdevelopmentinitiative.asp
mailto:bill%40vtsailing.com?subject=ILCA%20Fund
mailto:ToddWake%40aol.com?subject=ILCA%20Fund
mailto:johnfaus%40yahoo.com?subject=ILCA%20Fund
mailto:Johnsbennett52%40uol.com.br?subject=ILCA%20Fund
mailto:dstarck%40mandtbank.com?subject=ILCA%20Fund
mailto:mike%40rockpointadvisors.com?subject=Boat%20Grant%20Program
mailto:kipsbenz%40aol.com?subject=Limbargh%20Fund
mailto:matthew.fisher%40abbott.com?subject=Limbaugh%20Fund
mailto:treasurer%40lightningclass.org?subject=Limbaugh%20Fund
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The Mary Huntsman History Fund
Charter of the Fund

The Mary Huntsman History Fund’s primary objective is 
to help recover and properly preserve the Lightning Class 
heritage. The Fund is named after Mrs. Mary Huntsman, 
Past President and Officer of the Class, and who was the 
first to hold the Historian VP position when it was estab-
lished. Under her Presidency, Mary secured the purchase 
of Lightning number one and subsequently coordinated its 
donation to the Mystic Seaport Museum, where the boat 
has been restored and is displayed.
Use of the Fund

The Mary Huntsman Lightning History Fund was formed 
in 2004. Its primary objective is to help recover Lightning 
memorabilia and properly preserve Class heritage. 

Fund Directors:  Clayton Gray, Brian Hayes, Steve Davis

The laws of the U.S. permit its citizens to choose how 
to dispose of possessions at death. The ILCA has been 
granted status as a 501C3 charitable organization by 
the Internal Revenue Service. As such, your gifts to the 
Class can be deducted from U.S. income and estate 
taxes. These tax laws make giving to the Class both 
economical and philanthropic.

Your donation will be recognized in the ILCA Yearbook 
as follows:

Benefactor	 $500	 or more

Donor	 $100	 or more

Supporting	 $50	 or more

Contributing	 $20	 or more

How may Gifts be Made During Your Lifetime?

Gifts of Cash:   A gift of cash during a person’s lifetime is 
the simplest type of gift. These can be made in person or 
anonymously, directly or on behalf of another person. Gifts 
within a year are deductible from that year’s income taxes. 
You may send a check to the ILCA at any time or include 
an extra amount of money in the renewal form when you 
pay your membership every year.

Gifts of Marketable Securities and Investment 
Real Estate:  Gifts of appreciated securities and real 
estate held for investment purposes are often more ben-
eficial to the donor than gifts of cash. When such items 
are donated, the donor receives a contribution deduction 
equal to the current market value of the security and 
generally, the excess of the market value over the donor’s 
cost basis is not taxed. Often it can be advantageous to 
donate substantially appreciated items than to sell them 
and pay the capital gains tax.

Gifts through Wills:  Remembering The ILCA in your 
will is another method of giving. Such a gift is deductible in 
calculating estate taxes. Provisions for the gift may be in-
cluded in the body of the will or by adding a simple codicil. 
If you desire to establish a separate memorial gift within 
either the ILCA Fund or the Limbaugh Fund, or to specify 
the purpose of the gift, this may be done by so stating in 
the provisions of the will.

Gifts of Boats and Equipment:  You may consider 
donating your boat and equipment to the ILCA, thereby 
helping make them available to newcomers. You can 
deduct the fair market value of your donation from your 
income or estate taxes. It may be more advantageous 
for you to give the boat to the Class than to sell it. The 
Class has the procedures in place to facilitate making this 
important gift.

There is no time better than the present to make gifts 
to our Class. Your contribution will assure that the next 
generation of sailors will have the same support that 
we all now enjoy. We hope you will consider planning an 
ILCA donation, always informed, by appropriate legal and 
financial counsel.

mailto:seapost263%40yahoo.com?subject=Mary%20Huntsman%20History%20Fund
mailto:brian%40od.northsails.com?subject=Mary%20Huntsman%20History%20Fund
mailto:sdavis7625%40gmail.com?subject=Mary%20Huntsman%20History%20Fund


Michael Arndt
John Atkins
Brian Blackman
Bill Buckles
Steve Chavez
Duane Cramer
Andres Daroch
Aroldo de Rienzo

Edward Diakow
Rob Donle
Walter Eversman
Joshua Goldman
Elissa Hall
Herb Jestel
Robert O'Brien
Michael Reed

Bruce Richards
Ryan Ruhlman
Paco Sola
David Starck
Ellen Starck
Keith Taboada

Christopher Barclay
Benjamin Beall
Brian Blackman
Steve Chavez
Michael Constants
Chris Cox
Brad Currie
Andres Daroch

Aroldo de Rienzo
Rob Donle
Richard Graham
Elissa Hall
Charles Howe
Herb Jestel
Kenneth Jones
Bruce Richards

Kevin Robinson
Ryan Ruhlman
Robert Savarese
Kevin Smith
Keith Taboada
Paul Wood

Billy Allen
Nabeel Alsalam
Landy Atkinson
Andrew Barton
Robert Baumgardner
Lauren Beauchamp
R. Maury Benbow
Brian Blackman
Jack Borland

Arthur Broadbent
Sterling Bush
RJ Bushek
Dean Cady
Robert Cerbus
Steve Chavez
Michael Constants
William Cook
Justin Coplan
Jason Cosler
Chris Cox
Duane Cramer
Stan Cummins
Andres Daroch

Steven Davis
Aroldo de Rienzo
John DeBenedetti
Rob Donle
Laurie Duncan
Bill Fastiggi
Richard Fastiggi
John Faus
Red Fehrle

Matthew Fisher
James Force
Larry Frost
Matthew Frymier
Janis Gamer
George Glenn
Mark Grinder
Elissa Hall
George Harrington
Guy Hatlie
Fisk Hayden
Herb Jestel
Jack Jones
Kenneth Jones

George Koch
Steven LeBlanc
Joseph Lutz
Peter Menninger
Jennifer Millar
Philip Parshley
Michael Reed
Bruce Richards
Ryan Ruhlman

Robert Savarese
Nelson Schmitt
M. Andrew Sees
Christopher Shipman
Ryan Sprole
David Starck
Jody Starck
Dave Stix
Keith Taboada
Joseph Warren
Paul Wood
William Ziegler

Wallace Ackley
Frank Atkinson
Joe Buczkowski
Dean Cady
Christopher Clarke
Garry Condon
Jeff Coppens
Dave Desmond
Jim Dillard

Thomas Emch
Stephen Horwitz
John Hughes
Hugh Hutchison
Steve Johnston
Ralph Leon
Robert Mathers
Robert Mattix
Peter Menninger

Bill Mergenthaler
Starling Mikell, III
Clarke Newman
Patrick Phelan
Robert Savarese
Bob Stoller
Jeff Storck
Richard Warren

Boat Grant Mentors:

David Stix, George Sipel, Steve Constants

Nabeel Alsalam
Landy Atkinson
Bob Bush
Michael Carney
Bob Cotton
Aroldo de Rienzo

Ian Edwards
Bill Faude
Dwight Gertz
Dick Hallagan
Mitch Hnatt

Bill Killebrew
Rick Larson
Thomas Schuyler
Texas District
Todd Wake

Steve Chavez
James Davis
Douglas Dixon
Edward Dziuba
George Glenn
Joshua Goldman

Robert Horne
Herb Jestel
Lynn Jones
Robert O'Brien
David Olney
John Parker

Bruce Richards
Ryan Ruhlman
Jon Schwartz
David Starck
Bent Thomsen
Thomas Ward

Donor Level

Supporting Level

Contributing Level

ILCA Fund Boat Grant
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In Memory

On March 23, 2010, only a few short days after another 
hugely successful Deep South Regatta had finished up, 
the Lightning Class heard the news that we had lost a 
legend. John McIntosh, known to all as “Johnnie Mac,” 
had passed away. 

Johnnie Mac founded the Lightning Class Southern Cir-
cuit fifty years ago and was a fixture in Savannah as long 
as most Lightning sailors can remember. He won two of 
the first three Deep South regattas and never lost his 
appreciation for the toughness of the competition. He 
was a past Class President, a charming and handsome 
man whose passion for the ILCA, the Southern Circuit, 
and youth sailing brought him so much respect and adu-
lation amongst all sailors.

His successes were not limited to Lightning sailing. He 
served in the Army during World War II, making him 
Captain Johnnie Mac. He ran a successful business and 
proudly raised a family, many of whom still enjoy boat-
ing like their dad. He mentored many young sailors, 
was involved in the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games and assisted in the preparation of the yachting 
bid that brought those events to Savannah. 

Over the past few years, the Deep South Regatta was 
defined by Johnnie Mac’s presence. Whether as host to 
an impromptu campground in his home or as a com-
petitor, he began staying on shore only a few years ago. 
While holding court from one of the cozy leather chairs 
in the Savannah Yacht Club bar, Johnnie Mac distilled 
the essence of charm, welcome and wisdom. The event 
wasn’t a “happening” until he arrived. The Southern 
Circuit and the Deep South Regatta won’t be the same 
without John. He touched a lot of us in the Lightning 
Class, and his contributions will not be forgotten.

Thank you, Johnnie, for the wonderful memories.

Brian Hayes, Sr, Past ILCA President

Johnnie Mac was a special man to Jan and me. Our mutual 
interest in the International Lightning Class Association, 
the Southern Circuit, all things sailboat racing and youth 
participation made for an immediate friendship. It was his 
integrity and intelligence that made the friendship impor-
tant to us. I suspect that he enjoyed the company of Jan 
the most, though we all had some good times together.

I first met John in Miami at the Masters’ World Champi-
onship in Miami when I provided him a Lightning boat and 
my wife. No wonder John liked me! Thankfully, Eric Oet-
gen sailed as well so that everyone and everything could 
get back to the dock safely. 

To watch John get on the boat in the morning when it was 
howling and to see him on the race course was an inspi-
ration for me. Here was a guy that was enjoying life and 
sailboat racing, even after several joint replacements and 
in incredibly difficult conditions. It was amazing. I don’t 
think we were able to get him on a Lightning boat after 
that event, but it didn’t matter. I didn’t know John in his 
prime racing years, but I could see from that experience 
what a formidable competitor and sportsman he was.

Truly, the highlight of our trips to the Southern Circuit 
was to stay with John in Savannah and talk about the 
Lightning Class and what he was doing with his young sail-
ors. His house was an incredible museum of trophies and 
pictures, along with youth sailors running around. 

Of course, in the evenings a few rounds of backgammon 
and whiskey were enjoyed as well. In the mornings, there 
were a few times when we were all up and ready to get 
to the Club and were wondering if John was OK, as he 
wasn’t moving. We would send Jan in to his bedroom to 
find out what was going on, and John would start yelling, 
“I’m still alive!”

When Jan and I visited John at the care facility last year, 
it was difficult to see a man whose mind was keen but 
whose body was failing. He was certain that he would be 
back in his motor boat for the next Deep South Regatta.

I know that John had many interests in his life. I am privi-
leged to have known him through his sailboat racing inter-
est. He was intelligent and passionate and a gentleman—
not traits that many sailors have. His lifelong work for the 
Lightning Class is appreciated by many. I will always recall 
his voice in my ear, “You have to feel the boat and make it 
slide through the water.”

Fair winds, my friend. We will miss you.

Steven Davis, Past ILCA President
Jan Davis, Past ILCA Executive Secretary

John McIntosh, Sr


	TOC

