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Champions: David Starck, Jody Starck, Ian Jones 
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It was sixteen years ago (June, 1997 in Montreal, 
Canada) when my team, Ian Jones and Jody 
Starck (then Swanson), won the Lightning World 
Championship, sailing with our good friend, 
Larry MacDonald. It was exciting to watch and 
witness them win the regatta. I remembered 
thinking, “gosh, I’d love to feel what they are 
feeling….winning the world championship.” Well, 
my dream came true last month, June, 2013, on 
Lake Trasimeno at Club Velico Castiglionese in 
Italy. And I was lucky enough to be on the win-
ning boat with my friend Ian (we call him YA) 
and my wife, Jody. 
We arrived in Italy and had the pleasure of 
traveling for a few days prior to arriving at the 
regatta site. Once at Club Velico Castiglionese, 
we found USA 15470 rigged and ready, as Dr. 
Georges Peter sailed it in the International Mas-
ters. After a day plus of final boat preparation 
and practice, we were ready to begin our quest 
to win the regatta. It certainly wasn’t going to 
be easy—it never is! The fleet was littered with 
World Champions, North and South American 
Champions, and European Champions. And, of 
course, Tito Gonzales and team were defending 
their title.
The sailing conditions were essentially what one 
might expect on a seven-mile-round lake in the 
middle of the Tuscany region in central Italy. 
We witnessed light, medium/heavy breeze, sun, 
storms, shifty winds—you name it. At times, this 
challenged the Race Committee. We also sailed a 
few races in fairly steady winds. Like most week-
long regattas, we saw a little bit of everything. 
What I remember the most, however, were the 
incredible views of the hilly countryside and sur-
rounding area. It was one of the most beautiful 
places I have ever sailed.

The off-the-water Italian hospitality and 
camaraderie was simply unmatched. As VP 

Worlds for the ILCA, I had high hopes for a top-
notch championship, both on and off the water, 
and the Italian Lightning sailors and their com-
mittees exceeded all expectations. The ceremo-
nies, parties, food, wines, local merchants, etc. 
were first class. The local billboards and post-
ers throughout the town made us feel special. 
They took ‘ownership’ of the event and made the 
experience sensational. I kept thinking to myself 
at the awards ceremony, “…this was a special 
championship to win.” A special “THANK YOU” to 
all of our Italian sailing friends, families, and club 
members. You made it what is was—very special.
My Team: YA and Jody are very close friends and 
family. They are, of course, extremely talented 
sailors. They have won virtually every major 
championship in the Class, both as skippers and 
crew. But beyond their talent and victories, they 
are THE BEST teammates anyone could possibly 
ask for. They are incredibly humble, low-profile, 
and unassuming. They are masters of their indi-
vidual roles on the boat. And here is the clincher. 
They do all of this while having fun, joking, and 
smiling the entire time. Yelling and screaming 
is not tolerated. The fact is, when you have as 
much respect for one another as we do for each 
other, there is never reason to succumb to that 
level. It is rarely, if ever, effective. I have ap-
preciated them sailing with me more than I can 
ever express!!
Like most things in life, the journey is the best 
part. Jody, YA and I have come close to winning 
this championship in recent years. We have no 
regrets, just fond memories of Chile, Vermont, 
and Brazil. Make no mistake—winning the 2013 
Lightning World Championship was the best. We 
will cherish the victory forever. However, spend-
ing time with family and friends, especially Light-
ning friends from around the world, meeting new 
people, and sharing new memories is what it’s 
really all about. 
If you have never been to Italy, I would strongly 
encourage you to go. It is a beautiful country, rich 
in world history, fine wine, and incredible people. 
When you are there, look up our fellow Italian 
Lightning sailors. They will welcome you with open 
arms, pour a generous glass of wine, and make 
you feel at home. 
We look forward to welcoming everyone to the 
2015 Masters and World Championships at our 
club, Buffalo Canoe Club. We hosted the 1973 
World Championships and can’t wait to have  
everyone back in 2015. See you there!
David Starck
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8th Place: Felipe Robles
A Guevara, P Lorca

Runner-ups: Justin Coplan 
Danielle Prior, Mike Carney

5th Place: Willl Brown
John Faus, Matty Schon

2nd Runner-ups: Ched Proctor
Meredith Killion, Jamie Ewing

6th Place: Todd Wake
Kristine Wake, Neal Fowler

9th Place: Peter Hall
Megan Armitage, Chantal Leger

4th Place: Tito Bonzalez
Cristian Herman, Alberto Gonzalez

7th Place: Ryan Ruhlman
Tesse Ruhlman, Nick Turney

10th  Place: Tom Allen IV
Valerie Tardiff-Holly, Karl Allen 177
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Champions: David Starck, Jody Starck, Ian Jones
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No Numero Nome Club Punti Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Race 6
1 15470 47- David Starck, USA, J.Starck, I.Jones Buffalo Canoe Club 17,0 3 1 1 (15) 4 8 
2 14036 31- Justin Coplan, USA, D.Prior, M.Carney Nyack Boat Club 24,0 2 10 (20) 1 6 5 
3 15507 38- Ched Proctor, USA, J.Ewing, M.Killion Cedar Point Yacht Club 26,0 (16) 7 5 2 3 9 
4 11011 11- Tito Gonzalez, CHI, C. Herman, A. Gonzales, Jr 30,0 1 11 8 3 (14) 7 
5 15512 48- William Brown, USA, J.Faus, M.Schon Barnegat Light Yacht Club 33,0 5 3 6 13 (18) 6 
6 15390 46- Todd Wake, USA, K.Wake, N.Fowler Sheboygan Yacht Club 35,0 11 6 (24) 11 5 2 
7 15420 20- Ryan Ruhlman, USA, T.Ruhlman, N.Turney Pymatuning Yacht Club 35,0 9 5 9 (RET) 9 3 
8 14794 28- Felipe Robles, CHI, A. Guevara, P. Lorca Cofradia Nautica del Pacifico 38,0 (12) 4 7 5 11 11 
9 14821 03- Peter Hall, CAN, M. Armitage, C. Leger Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club 44,0 8 19 3 10 (25) 4 

10 4811 29- Thomas Allen, USA, V.Tardif-Holly, K.Allen Buffalo Canoe Club 48,0 18 9 11 9 1 (20)
11 15495 04- Larry MacDonald, CAN, J. MacDonald, A. MacDonald Buffalo Canoe Club 50,0 4 2 (OCS) 33 10 1 
12 15310 41- Jamie Simmons, USA, C.Hall, C.Aswad New Bedford Yacht Club 51,0 7 12 17 8 7 (21)
13 14378 02- Mario Buckup, BRA, T.M. Buckup, M.M. Buckup Yacht Club Itaupu 57,0 23 8 OCS) 4 12 10 
14 15457 57- Rob Ruhlman, USA, A.Ruhlman, S.Paisley Pymatuning Yacht Club 65,0 10 (29) 12 7 24 12 
15 15475 32- Jeffrey Coppens, USA, M.Burridge, P.Burridge Mission Bay Yacht Club 66,0 17 14 2 18 (23) 15 
16 14734 06- Alejandro Perez, CHI, E. Perez, C. Rawlins 66,0 6 (26) 14 22 8 16 
17 15355 07- Cristobal Perez, CHI, A. Sherman, J. Lopez 71,0 13 22 10 (27) 13 13 
18 15265 33- Steven Davis, USA, L.Jeffers, A.S.Linton Denver Sailing Association 81,0 14 21 16 16 (26) 14 
19 15449 49- Allan Terhune, USA, K.Terhune, S.Parisi Annapolis Yacht Club 82,0 22 18 4 36 2 (DNF)
20 15255 36- Richard Hallagan, USA, H.T.EYacht Clubk, J.Steiner Newport Yacht Club 86,0 26 20 (OCS) 6 16 18 
21 13790 08- Urs Wyler, SUI, G.Durr, W.Durr Segelclub Murten 90,0 19 13 13 (28) 19 26 
22 15456 35- Joshua Goldman, USA, W.Jeffers, M.Fisher Cedar Point Yacht Club 90,0 15 (25) 15 23 20 17 
23 15405 42- David Spira, USA, T.Whitman, R.Shore Denver Sailing Association 92,0 21 17 21 14 (32) 19 
24 15415 14- Sakari Pesola, FIN, L. Pesola, T. Lipas TP 108,0 (30) 15 28 19 22 24 
25 13706 21- Roberto Giacalone, ITA, P. Prinzivalli, G. Maggio Club Velico Marsala 111,0 29 (36) 26 12 17 27 
26 15330 34- Scott Finkboner, USA, G.Tondreau, I.Baldwin Mission Bay Yacht Club 118,0 (OCS) 23 23 26 21 25 
27 15360 37- Clarke Newman, USA, H.Morgan, S.Kerr Rush Creek Yacht Club 120,0 20 16 25 29 (31) 30 
28 15510 01- Ian Edwards, AUS, A. Lee, A. Zaite Northbridge Sailing Club 124,0 31 (39) 18 17 29 29 
29 14364 15- Samppa J. Salminen, FIN, T. Kotimaki, A. Kanninen Jyvaskylan Veneseura 131,0 27 28 (32) 20 28 28 
30 14554 24- Daniele Sepiacci, ITA, L.Coppetti, S.Garzi Club Velico Castiglionese 143,0 28 33 (35) 25 34 23 
31 14958 09- Kimmo Aromaa, FIN, M. Aromaa, P. Bollstròm Merenkavijat ry 144,0 33 24 22 32 (39) 33 
32 15326 27- Gary Schwantz, NGR, I.Kerscher, T. Schmidt Lagos Yacht Club 146,0 34 (37) 27 35 15 35 
33 15369 22- Lauri Hemming, FIN, M. Hemming, A. Varheenmaa Helsingfors Segelklubb 146,0 32 32 (37) 21 27 34 
34 14102 18- Marco Crucitti, ITA, R.Crucitti, E.Martinez Club Velico Marsala 153,0 37 34 30 (OCS) 30 22 
35 14228 23- Sergio Rustichelli, ITA, F. Rossi, M. Rustichelli Club Velico Castiglionese 155,0 35 (43) 19 34 36 31 
36 14361 16- Iannis Pangakis, GRE, A.Stumatopoulos, A.Kalpakas 167,0 (OCS) 27 31 24 DNF 38 
37 15281 05- Rosemarie Hartman, FIN, P. Aromaa, P. Saari Merenkavijat 172,0 25 38 29 38 42 (DNF)
38 15245 17- Nick Vazakas, GRE, K.Venetsanos, D.Kinnin 175,0 38 (41) 33 30 35 39 
39 13346 12- Bruno Roccheggiani, ITA, R. Bozzi, M. Heckman Club Nautico Falconara 176,0 (39) 30 34 37 38 37 
40 13462 25- Vito Pietro Tripoli, ITA, P.M. Tripoli, A.F.Di Benedetto Circolo Velico Marsala 180,0 24 (42) 41 42 33 40 
41 15371 13- Markku Paloma, FIN, E. Hartman, R. Hartman Oulun Purjehdusseura (OPA) 185,0 40 35 38 31 (41) 41 
42 15272 19- Francesco de Regis, ITA, A. Camillo, G. Godone Club Velico Castiglionese 195,0 42 (44) 40 44 37 32 
43 14234 40- Mario Forgione, ITA, D. Pelosi, T. Montaini/G. Matteucci Club Velico Castiglionese 195,0 (41) 40 39 40 40 36 
44 15410 44- Tom Sutton, USA, D.Sutton, J.Strickler Houston Yacht Club 199,0 44 31 43 39 (OCS) 42 
45 15372 10- Henry Elfving, FIN, E. Pukki, A. Lappalainen Lahden Purjehdusseura r.y. 205,0 36 45 36 41 (DNF) DNC
46 15273 50- Nolan O'Neal, NGR, D.Cox, R.Kerscher Lagos Yacht Club 214,0 43 (46) 42 43 43 43 
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World Championship Stats
• 31 female competitors

• 1 all-junior team 

• 3 past Boat Grant recipients skippering
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No Numero Nome Club Punti Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Race 6
1 15470 47- David Starck, USA, J.Starck, I.Jones Buffalo Canoe Club 17,0 3 1 1 (15) 4 8 
2 14036 31- Justin Coplan, USA, D.Prior, M.Carney Nyack Boat Club 24,0 2 10 (20) 1 6 5 
3 15507 38- Ched Proctor, USA, J.Ewing, M.Killion Cedar Point Yacht Club 26,0 (16) 7 5 2 3 9 
4 11011 11- Tito Gonzalez, CHI, C. Herman, A. Gonzales, Jr 30,0 1 11 8 3 (14) 7 
5 15512 48- William Brown, USA, J.Faus, M.Schon Barnegat Light Yacht Club 33,0 5 3 6 13 (18) 6 
6 15390 46- Todd Wake, USA, K.Wake, N.Fowler Sheboygan Yacht Club 35,0 11 6 (24) 11 5 2 
7 15420 20- Ryan Ruhlman, USA, T.Ruhlman, N.Turney Pymatuning Yacht Club 35,0 9 5 9 (RET) 9 3 
8 14794 28- Felipe Robles, CHI, A. Guevara, P. Lorca Cofradia Nautica del Pacifico 38,0 (12) 4 7 5 11 11 
9 14821 03- Peter Hall, CAN, M. Armitage, C. Leger Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club 44,0 8 19 3 10 (25) 4 

10 4811 29- Thomas Allen, USA, V.Tardif-Holly, K.Allen Buffalo Canoe Club 48,0 18 9 11 9 1 (20)
11 15495 04- Larry MacDonald, CAN, J. MacDonald, A. MacDonald Buffalo Canoe Club 50,0 4 2 (OCS) 33 10 1 
12 15310 41- Jamie Simmons, USA, C.Hall, C.Aswad New Bedford Yacht Club 51,0 7 12 17 8 7 (21)
13 14378 02- Mario Buckup, BRA, T.M. Buckup, M.M. Buckup Yacht Club Itaupu 57,0 23 8 OCS) 4 12 10 
14 15457 57- Rob Ruhlman, USA, A.Ruhlman, S.Paisley Pymatuning Yacht Club 65,0 10 (29) 12 7 24 12 
15 15475 32- Jeffrey Coppens, USA, M.Burridge, P.Burridge Mission Bay Yacht Club 66,0 17 14 2 18 (23) 15 
16 14734 06- Alejandro Perez, CHI, E. Perez, C. Rawlins 66,0 6 (26) 14 22 8 16 
17 15355 07- Cristobal Perez, CHI, A. Sherman, J. Lopez 71,0 13 22 10 (27) 13 13 
18 15265 33- Steven Davis, USA, L.Jeffers, A.S.Linton Denver Sailing Association 81,0 14 21 16 16 (26) 14 
19 15449 49- Allan Terhune, USA, K.Terhune, S.Parisi Annapolis Yacht Club 82,0 22 18 4 36 2 (DNF)
20 15255 36- Richard Hallagan, USA, H.T.EYacht Clubk, J.Steiner Newport Yacht Club 86,0 26 20 (OCS) 6 16 18 
21 13790 08- Urs Wyler, SUI, G.Durr, W.Durr Segelclub Murten 90,0 19 13 13 (28) 19 26 
22 15456 35- Joshua Goldman, USA, W.Jeffers, M.Fisher Cedar Point Yacht Club 90,0 15 (25) 15 23 20 17 
23 15405 42- David Spira, USA, T.Whitman, R.Shore Denver Sailing Association 92,0 21 17 21 14 (32) 19 
24 15415 14- Sakari Pesola, FIN, L. Pesola, T. Lipas TP 108,0 (30) 15 28 19 22 24 
25 13706 21- Roberto Giacalone, ITA, P. Prinzivalli, G. Maggio Club Velico Marsala 111,0 29 (36) 26 12 17 27 
26 15330 34- Scott Finkboner, USA, G.Tondreau, I.Baldwin Mission Bay Yacht Club 118,0 (OCS) 23 23 26 21 25 
27 15360 37- Clarke Newman, USA, H.Morgan, S.Kerr Rush Creek Yacht Club 120,0 20 16 25 29 (31) 30 
28 15510 01- Ian Edwards, AUS, A. Lee, A. Zaite Northbridge Sailing Club 124,0 31 (39) 18 17 29 29 
29 14364 15- Samppa J. Salminen, FIN, T. Kotimaki, A. Kanninen Jyvaskylan Veneseura 131,0 27 28 (32) 20 28 28 
30 14554 24- Daniele Sepiacci, ITA, L.Coppetti, S.Garzi Club Velico Castiglionese 143,0 28 33 (35) 25 34 23 
31 14958 09- Kimmo Aromaa, FIN, M. Aromaa, P. Bollstròm Merenkavijat ry 144,0 33 24 22 32 (39) 33 
32 15326 27- Gary Schwantz, NGR, I.Kerscher, T. Schmidt Lagos Yacht Club 146,0 34 (37) 27 35 15 35 
33 15369 22- Lauri Hemming, FIN, M. Hemming, A. Varheenmaa Helsingfors Segelklubb 146,0 32 32 (37) 21 27 34 
34 14102 18- Marco Crucitti, ITA, R.Crucitti, E.Martinez Club Velico Marsala 153,0 37 34 30 (OCS) 30 22 
35 14228 23- Sergio Rustichelli, ITA, F. Rossi, M. Rustichelli Club Velico Castiglionese 155,0 35 (43) 19 34 36 31 
36 14361 16- Iannis Pangakis, GRE, A.Stumatopoulos, A.Kalpakas 167,0 (OCS) 27 31 24 DNF 38 
37 15281 05- Rosemarie Hartman, FIN, P. Aromaa, P. Saari Merenkavijat 172,0 25 38 29 38 42 (DNF)
38 15245 17- Nick Vazakas, GRE, K.Venetsanos, D.Kinnin 175,0 38 (41) 33 30 35 39 
39 13346 12- Bruno Roccheggiani, ITA, R. Bozzi, M. Heckman Club Nautico Falconara 176,0 (39) 30 34 37 38 37 
40 13462 25- Vito Pietro Tripoli, ITA, P.M. Tripoli, A.F.Di Benedetto Circolo Velico Marsala 180,0 24 (42) 41 42 33 40 
41 15371 13- Markku Paloma, FIN, E. Hartman, R. Hartman Oulun Purjehdusseura (OPA) 185,0 40 35 38 31 (41) 41 
42 15272 19- Francesco de Regis, ITA, A. Camillo, G. Godone Club Velico Castiglionese 195,0 42 (44) 40 44 37 32 
43 14234 40- Mario Forgione, ITA, D. Pelosi, T. Montaini/G. Matteucci Club Velico Castiglionese 195,0 (41) 40 39 40 40 36 
44 15410 44- Tom Sutton, USA, D.Sutton, J.Strickler Houston Yacht Club 199,0 44 31 43 39 (OCS) 42 
45 15372 10- Henry Elfving, FIN, E. Pukki, A. Lappalainen Lahden Purjehdusseura r.y. 205,0 36 45 36 41 (DNF) DNC
46 15273 50- Nolan O'Neal, NGR, D.Cox, R.Kerscher Lagos Yacht Club 214,0 43 (46) 42 43 43 43 
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World Championship Stats
 • 5 continents represented

 • 4 all-family teams plus another 8 with two or 
more family members on a boat 
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AUS Team Edwards

Club Velico Castiglionese, ItalyClub Velico Castiglionese, Italy

CHI Team Perez

All Junior FIN Team!  
Rosemarie Hartman - only female skip-

per, Pirita Aromaa, Paulus Saari

USA 
Team 

Coppens 

CAN Team MacDonald
USA Team Spira 

USA Team Simmons 
Boat Grant Alumni

Newlyweds Tom & 
Diana Sutton and 
Diana’s son, Jacob 
Strickler who was the 
youngest competitor
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Team Nigeria

Buckup Family

Steve Davis
Happy 60th Birthday!

Amy Linton, Martha Fisher and Sam Parisi

Finland Group

Steve & Jan Davis
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