1961 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP
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By John Mclntosh

Tommy Allen, the "Buffalo Bomb', took the first North
American  Championship (formerly Internarionals) o
hecame the only three-time winner in the history of the
Class. Sailing his new ATOM IL, Z£7811, on the rumpled
surface of the Pacific Ocean as though he knew every
wind shift, and wave by name, rank, and serial number,
Tommy piled up an impressive lead over a tough fleer
fram all paris of the country.

The big event, held for the first time 1n Far West, was
pur on by the Mission Bay Yacht Club of 3an Diego,
California. Trs location had resulted from the tremen-
dous determination and ability of the 1960 Champion,
Carl Bichenlaub, Jr.

Although in total number {47) the feet was small i
was plenty tough, and every major Lighining area was
represented by its best. For those entries, who because of
time and distance, could not bring their own boats, ex-
cellent boats from the California area were furnished.
The MBYC alse arranged local crews for the long
travelling Easterners where needed. Every detail of the
Championship was superbly handled by the MBYC
under the able leadership of Commeodore Al Coha and
Regarta Chateman, Bill Pirie.

Practice races were held in the Ocean on Sunday and
Monday, August 20th and 2ist. The qualifying series,
three races in both red and blue fleers, with the six groups
changing afrer each race were held on Tuesday and
Wednesday, By Wednesday Night the resules had all
heen posted and the Championship Fleet was established
ar 30 baoats, with the remainder going nto the President’s
Trophy Series.

Everyhody had gotten pretty well acquainted with the
acean conditions by this tme. Generally the ground swell
was constant, rhe warer surface smooth m rthe mornmgs
and choppy in the afternoons on top of the swells, and
the wind predominantly from the west and light. The
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wind would vary from 4-7 during the morning races and

7 bhack down ro 4 durnng the afternoon hears. Courses
were equilateral rriangles, all marks to port, twice around
plus all extra weather leg, with the legs approximately
114 miles. These condinions prevailed throughourt the
week with the wind going a bit south of westin all but the
lasc race.

Thursday Morning all hands were on deck bright and
early For the long sail out to the starting area. Morning
starts were at 11:30 AM which meant gerting under way
Ly 9:30 or sooner. Because there was no returning le-
tween AM and PM races, box lunches, and soda-pop
idid somebody say BEER?) were the order of the day.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24th—FIRST RACE:

Wind W.5%W, 4.5 mph, good startung line.

The majoricy of the first held the long starboard tack
after the start, some hoats tacked up the middle, and
about three hoats took a long port tack up the first leg.
{This proved faral.}) A pronounced wind shiflt to the
south gave the most persistent starboard tack boats a
real honanza. Bob Crane, sailling #8021 a borrowed
boat, rook the best advantage of the changed conditions
and came out ahead ae the frst mark. Mot far behind
were Barney Mead, Tommy Allen, Carter Ford, and Jim
Carson. The loag, slow reaching legs didn’t produce
much shuffhing bue the 2nd windward leg saw Tormumy
Allen move up into a challenging position. A real batle
developed between Crane and Allen, with Allen’s ATOM
IT finally working out front. These positions held for the
rest of the race and at the finish it was, Allen Ist, Crane
Ind, Mead 3rd, Jack Swanson 4th, Al Bernel 3th, then,
Ford, Smither, Wright, Carson and Eichenlaub to round
out the top en.

The Championship Heer sailed back to the srarding
area, earing lunch and watching the Presidenrs’ Trophy
Fleet finish as they loafed along.



SECOND RACE:
Wind W-5W, 6.7 mph, good starting line.

Again the starhoard tack paid off as there seemed to be
better breeze south of the center line. Tn this race Tommy
Allen, starting low and staying on the inside of the tri-
angle worked our a nice lead at the first weather mark.
Jim Carson, Carter Ford, and Herm Mickels rounded
soon after Allen and pur on guite a fight for the Znd
and 3rd place. The reaching legs were even and unevent-
ful: The second weather leg found Allen working further
abead with Carson, MNickels, and Ford still hanging on.
The final horn sounded with  Alléen 1se, Carson 2nd,
MNickels 3vd, Ford 4th, Dave Wright 5th, followed by
Dave Mickels, Crane, Lowell North, Stu Anderson, and
Mead. ;

The sail home to the Club ended aboue 7:00 PM and

there was a much needed respite of knee stretching and

elbow ‘bending., At this point ATOM TI looked like
money in: the bank.

ERIDAY, AUGUST 25th, THIRD RACE:

) Wind W-5W, 3-6 mph, good starting line.

The breece was very light at the start of the 3rd race
and whart there was came in patches. Jay Limbaugh and
John Mclntosh, starting low and staying on the south
side of the center line. gradually pulled ahead to round
the first weather mark 1st and Znd. Henry Braule, Lowell
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North, Ford, and Crane rounded close asters. On . the

teaches Limbaugh sreadily opened up and MNorth moved

up to third. After the second weather leg the face
among the leaders setrled down with Limbaugh increas
ing his lead all the way to the finish. Tommy :Allen con
sistently, moved up thru the fleet coming from a middle
position early in the race, to close behind the Teaders ar
the finish. Thé horn went to Limbaugh 1st, followed by
Mcintosh 2nd, North 3cd, Crane 4th, Smither Sth, then
Allen. Wright, Anderson, Bud Olsen ,and Dave Nickels,

Time faor the old lunch box, the finish of the Presi
dents’” Traphy, and a linle hasty caloulation. Hob Crane
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had gained a couple of points on Tommy Allen, and
Dave Wirght of host MBYC was staying close in the
running.
FOURTH RACE:

Wind W.SW, 6.7 mph, good starting line.

After a good square start there did not seem to be a
favored side. Boars were covering the waterfront, south
of center, down the middle, and north of center. How-
ever, Al Bernel playing for the favor from the South
finally found it and showed his transom o the fleet ar
the frst mark. Tommy Allen, Dave Wright, and Barney
Mead were close behind and pushing, but Bernel was not
to be denied. Posiions of the leading boats changed
very little the first time around, however, Karl Smither,
who really moved on the reaches the whole series, stead-
iy worked his way up from the middle to a contending
position. At the finish it was Bernel 1st, Allen 2nd,
Wright 3rd, Smither 4th, and Crane 5th, with MNorth,
Olsen, Dave Nickels, Herm MNickels, and Lichenlaub
rounding out the top ten.

Back to the Club, down the channel, through the
bridge, up to the bar. One race left to go. Allen well on
top with [14 pte; Crane standng 2nd with 106 prs; Dave
Wright 3ed with 101 pts.; then Smither with 91 pus,;
Marth and Bernel with 89 prs.; Ford, Carson, Olsen are
close behind. Unless Tommy Allen falls in a haole he looks
gaod, but there is plenty of chance for changes in the
other front runners.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th, FIFTH—FINAL RACE:

12 MNoon start (Delayed one hour by announcement
previous evening. This ta give extra time for everybody
to get more frantic)

Wind W-NW, 8.7 mp[‘l {sea a lirele .-:|nppier than

aother morning races) good starting line. [They were all

moLoadrorne

good during entire Regatta. RC did an excellent job.)

The wind shifting to the north of west made this race
different from its" predecessors in that north of the cen
ter line seemed to pay off on 1st weather leg. Generally
the boats going out on port seemed to pick up a favor
on thar side . . . 'Ole’ Man Lighming’ himself, Karl
Smither, picked his way through the waves, breeze patches,
and that helped to gain a nice lead ar the st weather mark.
Stu Anderson, and Bob Crane, were not too far astern,
Tommy Allen was clase enough not ro be in any danger.
The twa reaches didn’t prove anything, excepr that they
added up to 3 long miles. However, the second weather
teg saw Bud Olsen and Tommy Allen maoving through
the others and closing on Smither. On the final weather-
leg they surrounded him with the winners horn going to
OMlsen Ist, with Smither 2nd, Allen 3rd. Crane 4th, MNocth
9th, and the other finishers in the top ten, Herm Nickels,
Bud Melson, Anderson, Manning Barber, and Ford.

Tommy Allen had done it again! His consistent fin-
ishes of 1, 1, 6, 2, 3 proved too much for the competi.
vion, Bob Crane, sailing a borrowed boat, never fell out
of the top ten with finishes of 2, 7, 4, 3, 4 which ordinari.
Iy would be good enough to win, Both these skippers dis
played amazing ability in adapting to the unusual con
ditions encountered in the Pacific QOcean,

Karl Smither, whose exceptional downwind sailing
stood out, finished 3rd overall with finishes of 7, 17, 5. 4,
and 2. Dave Wnght who was the top West Coast entry
gained a series 4th, with places of 8, 3, 7, 3, and 13
Rounding out the top 3 was Lowell North, the Star Cham-
prom, with a card of 18, 8, 3, 6, and 3.

Sarurday Might cophies and flags were presented at a
marvelous Luau Banguer, complete with native entertain.
ment. The Mission Bay Yache Club and its officials re.
ceived much richly deserved praise for the excellent way
they had handled the entire Championship. Everyone
was truly sorry for the final curtain to ring down, o have
to say good-bye to friends, new and old.

Californians had waited a long, long time o acr as
hosts, but when they got the opportunity they cerrainly
did a tremendous job!
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Boar Mo,

7RI
207
7O
Fo0d
7833
782
G634
Fidd
S004
6884
193
7420
TRI7
773
Tl
740
GI6H0
6177
7o11
TO0G
7406
7848
3303
7o
7424
A002
FRLG
VTR
GO0
it {5l

Skipper

Tam Allen
Bab Crane

Karl Smuther
Dyave Wright
Lowell MNaorch
Bud Olsen
Carter Ford

Ml Bernel
Herm Mickels
Jim Carzon
S5t Anderson
Carl Eichenlaub
Dave MNickels
Jack Swansan
Barney Mead
Jay Limbaugh
Manning Barber
Al Coha

James Coggan
Howard ffiickl:n
Oscar Melson
Bud Nt]:‘:i__m
Joha Melntosh
Trevar Lewis
Dave Shay
Ralph Powless
Charles Grant
Sam Townsend
Henry Braule
Paul Brady

Home

Bufale, MNew York
Flarien, Connectiour
Bulfals, MNew York
San [hega, California
San Diego, California
Stearford, Connecticiic
Riverside, Connecticur
Kenmare, MNew York
Fenron, Michigan
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Buffalo, Mew York
San Diego, California
Fenton, Michigan
Buffalo, New York
Towsan, Maryland
Warthington, (Ohio
San Dhego, California
San Ddego, California

San. Diego, California
Miami, Florida
Taleédo, Ohio
Savannah, Geéorgia
San Diego, California
SanélMego, California
Powell, - Ohio

Diallas, Texas
Portland, Oregan
San Dhego, California

“Feast—California Siple™
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Total Points
142

133
10
117
115
10w
107
102
L
100
a5
bt
&4
83
70
78
72
63
39
a7
36
34
32
49
48
46
39
25
21

Final Position

ol e UMD ] TR g

&

—
fured

S T
=R R e RS R

wd 1
s

12
1=

-t
(TR

2l

25
26




Trponvlend

WHERE PERFECTION COUNTS ... ......

georg® {7 & A

WHERE PERFECTION GOUNTS .
WHERE PERFECTION COUNTS  *emes. Jerion

o ]

WHERE PERFECTION COUNTS

24



.........._.\ .._,..,_. - acs gt e i e . A TN A R R R A S G e A
- e - L e o e i o, Bt e e e e e T T S T e e ottt e ot e >
e e e e e e = e e ey e e e e el e e - e e pRs R

I

e e, o et e e s
B e o ol e g e e e,

9n fibre glass orn wood—TJhe very finest !§

3;%

you can buy in a racng Lightning |
;
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The Saybrook Lighining is not a “production” hoat, but is built on a i
semi-custom basis with no effort to economize on materials or labor at éé
the expense of quality and speed. We can “customize’ in many ways 5

to suit individual toste. .5

E?i

In terms of quality construction, appearance, racing performance and #
resale value—You are second to none with o “Saybrock”—17 years i

of building top-notch lightnings bear this out. %E
Qur new models incorporate many new innovations in racing gadgetry 8
and hull design and have proven tops in performance wherever ?
sailed—inspect—compare—and you will end up with a new “Saybrook”, Eﬁ

I

?

.F. [ 50 ;
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i

* Repairing—Refinishing ® Used Lightnings 3:
¥ . . '!"f

* Rigging and Hardware ® 12 Pc. Laminated Masts i
® Custom Built Blue Jays ® Dacron Racing Sails %5
)

® Lightning and Blue Jay Trailers ® Parts in Stock 33
%

SAYBROOK YACHT YARD g

OLD LYME, CONN. TEL. GENERAL 4-7025
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CALIFORNIA'S WENDELL HARTER
CONVINCINGLY WINS PRESIDENT'S TROPHY

By Tom Fallon

" I

!—--;.: f
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Wendell Harter of Santa Monica Bay, Fleet 102, in his
new Fichenlaub Lighming "Paddlin® Madelyn”, #7868,
easily won the President’s Trophy with four firsts and a
second against a Fleet of 1% other Lightnings. Wendell
was ably assisted by his charming wife, Madelyn, and fris
young son, Gordon. As the races went on Harter got
better and better and in the last two races was sailing
through the tailenders in the Championship Flight whe
started 13 minutes before.

Harter's overwhelming victory was not apparent until
after the Arst rwo races. The first vace mm relatively light
steady air in calm sea was easily won by Buffale's Bill
Hughes in “Restless 117, 77046, Hughes had a big lead
at the Anish. Harter was second, Honelulu's Bill Hale in
#6028, “Billie"—third, Connecticut’s David Storrs in
A6 348, "Vive -—fourth, and Baltmore's _r;-um:: Burke
. =7880, "Hustler"—hfth,

The second race was a long drawn out affair with faie-
ly good hreezes until the last weather leg when it light
ened, Harter had a tremendous lead and was virtually
out of sighe of the second boat at the finish. Storrs was
second, Hughes—third, Michigan’s John Geldsmith in
w7607, "Warhorse”"—fourth, and Bill Hole—fifth.

At the conclusion of twe races Harrer led the series
with 3 points {low point scoring system used for sim-
plification). Hughes was second with 4, Starrs third with
&, Hole fourth with 8 and Buffalo’s Tom Fallon and
Oregon’s Ty Campbell tied {or fifth wicth 14,

It was a long day on the Pacific Ocean and the Presi-
dent’s Trophy Fleet finally arrived back at their moorings
about 7:30 in the evening.
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The third and fourth races were sailed on Friday in
narthwest breezes of generally higher velocity berween
7 and 10 MPH. Harter took an early lead in the first
race and won easily, picking slants most judiciously. Bill
Hale and Tom Fallon appeared o be ahead off the wind-
ward end but sailed inte a flar spor and fell back into
the Fleet. Fallon worked his way our to finish second,
Oregon’s Fredi Tauscher in 6061, "Sassy” from Fleet
783 was third, Hughes—fourth, and Mission Bay's Fred
Knauer i 27787, "Now.Or-MNever”ffth. Fredi
the only feminine skipper in the series and gave a splen-
did accounting of heeselfl at all times. Her boat was posi-
tively beautiful with marvelous original equipment,

WS

The fourth race Friday afterncon started in a fairly
good breeze. Fallon got a good leeward start and rounded
the weather mark approximately 200 yards ahead of
Harter. By the end of two leeward legs Harter had closed
the gap to one boat length. By the end of the second
weather leg, which was lighter, not only had MHarter
passed Fallon, bur opened up a lead of approximately
one-half mile. In fact, Fallon's wife actually congratulated
him for winning the race because she thoughe thae Harter,
who finished abour wwenty-fifth in the Championship

Flight, was i that division,

Storrs

was third, Ty Campbell—fourth, and Fred
Knaver—hfth. At the end of four races the score was as
follows:-
Harter 5
Hughes 14
Stores 16



Fallon 18
Fols |
Campbell 6
Tauscher L BTN 0t 4

Going into the last race the fight was for second place.
Harter had far outclassed his compasriots in the Presi-
dent’s. Trophy and was obviously Championship nmher.
The reason he didn't make the Championship Flight was
because he got rrapped on a port tack in one of the trial
races and prompily dropped out. :

For the fifth race the wind looked fairly good, 6 to 7,
out of _:‘!‘It northwest bur with very definite shifts, let ups,
and soft spots. Harter quickly assumed an carly lead and
won the race by a tremendous margin going away. David
Sroves sailed an excellent race covering Hughes and Fal-
lon throughout and well deserved his second place finish
and second place in the Regarta. Fallon, Mughes, and
‘Haole'managed to work their way o the wrong side of the
course "on the frst weather leg and rounded: the firse
wenther mark well back i the Fleer. Hale was abour
ninth, Fallon—eleventh, and Hughes—uwelfih.

- "Fﬂfic_!willg Harter around the first weather mark was
Honolulu's -other entry, Bob Edmendson, #7056, Fred
Knauer; John Goldsmith, and Fredi Tauscher. The wind

iiz this race was quite confusing to everyone excepr Harr. -

ship races. Fallon was satling "Virus”, a fine Lightning
kindiy leat to hun by Dr. Erwin Fletcher. He would
start down the starting line from windward to leeward
with about three minutes to go sailing approximately 75
vards below the starting line. Tt was extremely interesting
to see the Fleet shape up along the line and because all
the 'Championship Division were slowly jockeying for
position 1E& entire mass of Championship boats moved
slowly. Therefore, the "Virus” could move slowly below
the Fleet, beat them to the leeward mark, stick its nose
aver the le¢ward starting mark and observe the enore
fracas with &' bird's-eye view. And, the racing was good
throughiout - and  very competinive ecxcept for Wendell
Harter who' obviously was i a class by himself, Bur, all
the others were evenly matched and one of the most in

“teresting sidelights of the President’s Trophy series was

the improvement shown by the skippers and crews espe-
cially David Stores and Ty Campbell.

O When the Lightning Class Association was debaring
the systeri of having eliminations and dividing the Pleet
inte the President’s Trophy and Governor’s Cup, there
were. conflicting siewpoints. Some people felt that it was
unwise to have a system where people would eravel thou-
sands of miles and then end up in a consolation series.

Othiers expressed . the  sentiment thar, “What's' better—

et who handled it as if he'd sailed on thar part of the’

Pacific (Geean for a hundred vears., At the finish of thie
race Marter was his usual half mile ahead, Storrs—sec-
ond, Knauver—third, Fallon—fourth, Hole--fifth, with
Hughes—eighth.

Prizes. were presented to both the skippers. and crews
of th_t:_ﬁr.ur five finishers at the fabulous Luaw Banquet at
the super:deluxe Catamaran Motel on Saturday. evening,
The prizes went to Harter, Storrs, ‘Fallon, Hughes, and
Hale.

It was fun sailing in the President’s Trophy. First of
all, i was by far the best seat to observe the Champion-

Boar

Neo. Boar Name Fleer Skipper

7869  Paddlin ‘Madelyn 102 Wendell Harter
618 Vive 82  Dravid Storrs
5100 Virus 12 Tom Fallon
7046 Restless I1 12 Bill Hughes
G028 Bullie 143 Eill Hri]_f."

7787 ‘MNow-Or-Never 194 Fred Knauer
E061  Sassy 283  Fredi Tauscher
5041 Jay Whizz 11 229 Ty Camphell
7880 Hustler 30 James Burke
7056 Pambee 143 Robért Edmondson
7602 Warhorse 31 John Goldsmith
7438  Flash 132 David Gosse
60 Jayhawker TT 60  Bill Schwarte
7379 Princess 113 Hugo Long
7712 Salem 229 Barkey Slocum
7811 Duchess 50 Jim Gilbert

- hnishing well up in the President’s Trophy or Goveraor's
Cap, or practically. last in the Championship Flight?”

This writer ¢an now express an opinion on this issie. He
was sailing around in the lower third of the elimination
races, He didn’t have much fun as skipper and the crew
didn’t have much fun either. But, when relegated 1o the
President’s Trophy, he found himself in a position to
carch up l'_f"_h& was behind and do well if in a challenging
position.’ Sailboat. tacing s all relative and mose of the
fun comes from competition of eguals racing equals.
That's why this writer heartily endorses the present LCA
system of climinations for the MNorth American Cham.
pionship Regatta and now is able to do so from a most
t?l'lj'l.:l}".l]:ili‘. EXpeTItTicE, 3

Total

Races Final
1 2 3 4 5 Points  Position

2 i I 1 1 Y 1
4 2 ) 3 2 6aF 2
7 7 2 2 4 63 3
1 3 4 8 8 fl 4
3 5 & i 3 30 5
12 11 b ? 3 449 fr
[ o 3 @ 17 ah 7
] 5] & 4 13 L b3
5 14 15 1] 13 41 o
G & 14 | 7 E i0
13 4 0 1% 39 11
11 i3 13 it il 12
10 12 11 £3 L] 29 13
DSQ DSQ 12 10 11 E 14
15 i4 15 14 14 13 I3
14 13 i6 L6 16 & 16
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